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Leadership Connect

Leadership Connect is a great way to connect with alumni of Leadership
Jacksonville, New Leadership Summit and Next Generation. If you would like to
join a monthly rotating group for breakfast or lunch, email Yvonne at
admin@leadershipjax.org. We encourage you to share your Leadership Connect
photos with us too. 

Did you know Leadership Jacksonville has a digital presence on Facebook,
Twitter and LinkedIn? Connect with us online today.

L to R: Michael Huskey (LJ 2016), Peter
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O'Brien (LJ 2015) and Dan Baker (LJ 1986). 

Nominations open for the 
2019 Tillie K. Fowler Distinguished Leadership Award

Make your nominations online here for the 2019 Tillie K. Fowler Distinguished
Leadership Award.  Nominations are being accepted through July 12, 2019.

Five criteria for selection include being a Leadership Jacksonville alumnus who
remains active in Leadership Jacksonville (this includes dues payment) and
demonstrates exemplary community service and Leadership Jacksonville core
values. Contact Yvonne Moore at (904) 396-6263 x4 if you have
difficulty submitting the online form. 

Leadership Jacksonville
Next Generation

NextGen 2019 gathered for a "Meet the Class" reception on May 30. The
Opening Retreat on June 7 - 8 is the beginning of their summer program.

If you are an NLS or LJ alumnus who has not participated in the Poverty
Stimulation, you are encouraged to come participate in a simulation during
NextGen's "Creating a Caring Community" program day. It is a powerful,
enlightening experience! 

Tuesday, June 18
8:15 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

Jessie Ball duPont Center, Lecture Hall
RSVP to Meg Folds by Monday, June 10.
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Leadership Jacksonville
Class of 2019

LJ 2019 closed their program year with Closing Retreat on May 30 and May 31 at
the Hammock Dunes Resort. The class planning committee organized an
amazing evening resulting in a fundraising effort of more than $14,000 for
Leadership Jacksonville. Thank you for your generosity. 

Special appreciation to Leadership Jacksonville Closing Retreat's sponsor
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Chris Hasse (LJ 2019) standing at
6' 8" test drove a Mini Cooper
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 Youth Leadership Jacksonville Class 2020

Orientation for students and parents was held on
June 6. The beginning for their program year is
Opening Retreat on August 16-17.

 Take the Florida Individual Giving Survey

The Florida Nonprofit Alliance in partnership with the Florida Department of
Agriculture and Consumer Services has commissioned a statewide survey for
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Marie Perry 
(LJ 2017) 

our state's full and part-time residents to survey their giving habits. The survey
closes on August 15, 2019.

Leadership Jacksonville is a proud member of the Florida Nonprofit Alliance,
and LJ encourages you to take part in this important civic engagement activity. 

Take the survey today.

UPCOMING EVENTS

LJ 2020 Opening Reception
Tuesday, June 4, 2019

5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m., Jessie Ball duPont Center, Lecture Hall

NextGen 2019 Opening Retreat
Friday and Saturday, June 7- June 8, 2019

Jessie Ball duPont Center

LJ Board of Directors Annual Meeting
Monday, June 10, 2019

11:30 a.m., The River Club

NextGen 2019 Program Day
Tuesday, June 18, 2019

Creating a Caring Community

Nominations CLOSE for Tillie K. Fowler Distinguished Leadership Award
Friday, July 12, 2019

<Back to Top>

Alumni Spotlight
 

LJ Class of 2017
The LJ Class of 2017 calls
themselves "The Most
Impactful Class." Their
collective act of kindness
began with a chain of emails
between community
partners, Child Guidance
Center and United Way that was received by Tia Leathers.
Tia shared with her fellow classmates that Kim, a single
mother of a young daughter and teenage son did not have
a furnished apartment. 

On Saturday, June 16, 2018 LJ Class of
2017 members rallied to support Kim and
her family. Marie and her husband,
Rick provided photos for wall décor,
kitchen accessories, a bedroom suit,
entertainment center and bathroom towel

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FUwXYxOBjlPZEZBIFPFv2GpKeo7Eh61lHRVEPbrhmP2r9jwzYqW7Rj65oOGaV7c6dxpRxtAPWMyk0bvFwChdSVbjm2LohyCDB_6FY0Ul569HJK-Y5205fd7fY36s24aqDuUKX0FFijeg-MPmDNV94gfs8SylQ65ztRC5JP0eogDf8rFbp4fjd4k-3Scp_tR3O0ABwEVwCztxNgpYX1voJ2C938qCADm3AiTx_wXh944ZURnv6dnAxki0oHrsjZsZ&c=&ch=


Brie Wildman (LJ 2017) provided a
couch to Kim's family

LJ 2019 class members: Meg Heiden,
Catherine Graham, Travis Schryer and

Allison Stocker

sets. Brie Wildman provided a couch and
additional home accessories. 
LeAnna Cumber provided a dining room
set. Dave Conte served as the delivery
man by using his flat-bed trailer. Robert
Peek and his wife, Liz helped with moving
the furniture to the family's third-floor
apartment. Lori Day's Wal-Mart gift card
prompted a call of gratitude to Marie. The
family needed food at that specific time. 

"Everyone needs a chance. Kim is a
great mom with a lot of ambition," shares
Marie. Marie has stayed in contact with
Kim and her family and currently, Marie is
assisting Kim with finding better
employment in the field of administration, credit analyst or legal office support.  

Alumni Spotlight is brought to you by the Alumni Relations committee and features short interviews
with Leadership Jacksonville alumni.

<Back to Top>

CLASS NOTES

1980
Scott McCaleb has joined Heritage Capital
Group as Principal. 

1982
Carol Spalding has been named President of
the Year for 2019 by the North Carolina State
Board of Community Colleges. Carol is
president of Rowan-Cabarrus Community
College. She is the first leader in Rowan-
Cabarrus history to receive the honor.

1987
Cotten Wright has formed a new law firm in
Charlotte, NC, Grier Wright Martinez PA. The
practice is a boutique legal practice focusing on
reorganizing troubled businesses both in and out of bankruptcy, as well as in liquidations and
wind-downs.

1993
Congratulations to Ju'Coby Pittman upon her election to a full term on Jacksonville City Council,
representing District 8. 

Barbara Darby led efforts for The Bold City (FL) Chapter to present a pop up boutique of new
and gently used clothing for students at Edward Waters College. 

1994
Jim Clark has accepted the role of
Major Gifts Officer with Lutheran
Services Florida in Tampa, helping them
get help for kids, families, the homeless
and immigrants. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FUwXYxOBjlPZEZBIFPFv2GpKeo7Eh61lHRVEPbrhmP2r9jwzYqW7Rj65oOGaV7c6Sy3rexCUWTEGDxfyaU4G1aebsB1VmAfTq-y0QLe1hoYKME4gfp2Sp_QsDkimHFg_vJnxSLokx6Zz1ovuKjzO7is3Z_4CAZ7uQsmIf_mhnx4rurd60FmpnSLjmHsJtE4lajQCqfKFxzw0lwCyqnheurmlpeHlG5mzo0W4m3QCwLg0UZEQlMqI9kcYYWYh4bZ-M5aafghfcNSDJDnjXis8d3K1etZOhG9K&c=&ch=


Meg Folds (LJ 1999) and the 2018 Meninak
Leadership Scholarship Recipients

Lori Day (LJ 2017) on air with Deloris O'Neal (LJ
2016) and Michelle Cook (LJ 2018)

1995
Jerry Mallot joined Heritage Capital
Group as director of corporate
development. His primary focus will be
developing new clients who will benefit
from services that include consulting,
capital raises, acquisitions, exit planning
and execution, and the sale of
companies.

Bob White has transitioned from MOSH
to being principal of Robert Arleigh
White and Associates. 

Kathy Para was named the Jax Daily
Record Lawyer of the Year at the
Jacksonville Bar Association's Law Day
meeting. Kathy was recognized for her

tremendous impact on our community through her leadership of Jacksonville Area Legal Aid's pro
bono program for the last decade. 

2005
Janet Reagor has accepted the role as the Assistant Executive Director for the Community
Hospice & Palliative Care Foundation.

2003
Paola Parra Harris chaired Fiesta at the Beach on May 16, benefiting Sulzbacher's Beaches
Health Center.  

2002
Kristie Naines transitioned from United Way of Northeast Florida to being executive director of
the Brain Tumor Network.

2005
Philip Mobley graduated from UNF with a
doctorate in Education Leadership on April
26. 

2009
Eric Holshouser is president of the board
of Academy of Florida Management
Attorneys for 2019.

2011
Darren Dailey received the Westminster
Choir College Alumni Merit Award and was
asked to serve as the Alumni Marshall for
Westminster's graduation services.

2012
Melissa Nelson was recognized by the Episcopal Children's Services as one of the 2019
Children's Champion Awards honoree.

2016
Kelly Coker-Daniel retired from Duval County Public Schools on May 31. She served as the
Assistant Superintendent for accountability and assessment. 

Congratulations to Joni Poitier who was named the 2019
Woman Lawyer of the Year by the Jacksonville Women
Lawyer's Association.

Ann Sabbag and her company, Health Designs, was
named one of the Top 50 Women-Led Businesses in Florida
by The Commonwealth Institute. 

2017

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FUwXYxOBjlPZEZBIFPFv2GpKeo7Eh61lHRVEPbrhmP2r9jwzYqW7Rj65oOGaV7c6q77pIfOi7PJ4ZSHwvTJqYyzcriM7ofpzBjrNW4FvDPZs4PTgzkoGuh5tRaZbkYlYqhXa3T17VeTXpeYQfpavqH2sscoCe_l6BmzRb5qhZiVBu8l3g2zuJjTfJl5AsIcPi4j6OgtSmNGHeKRchJVZxwDNL8X2FYrPsNHuVqiN9c93blVhXM46EnX0_pcmoercRGLLbkjDQVAgJLZGbeiyaRZTWA3D3qiBTN1cilgrsYEavZNeqBNkVhViDmj8-8mP&c=&ch=


Deloris O'Neal (LJ 2018) and State
Attorney Melissa Nelson (LJ 2012)

Debbie Johnson (LJ 2011), Jill Dame (LJ 1987),
Sichao Ni (NextGen 2009) and Peter Blumeyer

(NextGen 2009)

Meninak Scholars: Adrienne Hendley, Ally
Richardson, Emma Towler, Lucia Macchi and

Rachel Bitutsky

Lori Day is the Client Strategy & Development Director for
CGI. Recently Lori served as a guest host of Hard Work-ah
with Pete the Job Guy on 104.5 WOKV interviewing
Michelle Cook (LJ 2016) and Deloris O' Neal (LJ 2018). 

2018
Deloris O'Neal was selected as one of the recipients of the
2019 Law Enforcement Officer of the Year Awards given by
State Attorney Melissa Nelson (LJ 2012) in the Fourth
Judicial Circuit.

2019
Sel Buyuksarac was featured in The
Florida Times-Union for hosting Ramadan
dinners that brought together more than
300 people this year.

Trey Mills has moved from Roger
Towers, P.A. to partnership with Driver,
McAfee, Hawthorne & Diebenow, PLLC. 

Honorary
Lori Boyer was selected to become the new CEO for Downtown Investment Authority. Lori 's
term as City Council member for District 5 ends on June 30.

Next Generation
Sichao Ni (NextGen 2009) accepted the opportunity to join the United States Foreign Service as
an American diplomat beginning June 2019. He will be relocating to the Washington, D.C. area
for six months of training and will receive his first post toward the end of the training. In addition,
Sichao recently earned the Credential of Readiness (CORe) from Harvard Business School. 

Nicole Saunders (NextGen 2013), Assistant State Attorney in the County Division of the Clay
County office was promoted to the Circuit Division.

Kendall Sisisky Valliere (NextGen 2015) and her husband, Sean welcomed Burke Nolan
Valliere on May 2. Baby Burke is a happy and healthy baby that weighed 7 lbs., 10 oz. and 20
inches long at birth.

Alex Stoetzer (NextGen 2015) is the complex coordinator at the University of Texas at San
Antonio. 

Youth Leadership Jacksonville
Gabrielle Magib (YLJ XX) was featured
on the cover of Folio Weekly for Stronger
Than Stigma's pop-up The Living Room. 

Congratulations to five graduating seniors
from YLJ XXVIII who were awarded
$5,000 Meninak Leadership Scholarships
by the Meninak Club: Adrienne
Hendley (headed to Jacksonville
University), Ally Richardson (going to
University of Central Florida), Emma
Towler (will be at University of Florida),
Lucia Macchi (going to University of
Pennsylvania) and Rachel Bitutsky (will
be at Yale). 

George Boston (YLJ XXVIII) graduated
from Mandarin High and is headed to the University of North Florida.
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Corey Udell (YLJ XXIX) on News4Jax

Abigail Fixel (YLJ XXXX) starred as The Foreman and Caroline Guiler (YLJ XXIX) was the
Lights/Sound Technician in SET Studio's Les Misérables from May 24 - May 26. 

Michael Bucher (YLJ XXIX) will be serving as a summer intern on Capitol Hill in Washington
D.C. with Florida Congressman Michael Waltz (District 6). 

Corey Udell (YLJ XXIX) a rising junior at Ponte Vedra High School is hosting a baseball camp in
July to raise funds to search for missing children through the BairFind Foundation. Corey started
the BairFind Club at his high school which currently has 40 active members. Learn more about
Corey's passion by watching an interview on News4Jax.

The Florida Times-Union All Star Preps 2019 Best of All-First Coast include: Ronak Venkata
(YLJ XXIX) Stanton College Preparatory School Boys Tennis All Star, Dylan Lageman (YLJ
XXVIII) The Bolles School Boys Track and Field All Star and Best of Preps Third Team
and Connor Murphy (YLJ XXVIII) Episcopal School of Jacksonville Boys Cross Country Best of
Preps Third Team.

Various
The Delores Barr Weaver Policy Center
Board includes Audrey Moran (LJ 1989)
Chair, Dane Grey (LJ 2014) Vice Chair
and Sherry Magill (LJ 1993). The
Leadership Council, an advisory council to
the Policy Center includes Bill Adams (LJ
2014), Mickee Brown (LJ 2009), Lakesha
Burton (LJ 2019), Steve Halverson
(Honorary), Trisha Meili (LJ 2018), Julia
Taylor (LJ 1978) and Delores Barr
Weaver (Honorary).

Congratulations to the LJ alumni who were listed among the finalists for the EVE Awards: Anna
Lopez Brosche (LJ 2009), Julie Mason (LJ 1990), Marcia Howard (LJ 2005), Wanda Lanier
(LJ 1995), Lisa Rinaman (LJ 2017), Sharón Simmons (LJ 2001) and LaTanya Wynn-Hall (LJ
1999). 

Congratulations to the LJ alumni who were listed among The Top Women Igniting Success in
Jacksonville hosted by Snowden McFall (LJ 2010): Anna Brosche (LJ 2009), Debbie
Buckland (LJ 2009), Giselle Carson (LJ 2005), Rena Coughlin (LJ 2004), Janice Donaldson
(LJ 1993), Gwen Griggs (LJ 2005), Alberta Hipps (LJ 1993), Helen Jackson (LJ1995), Kristin
Keen (LJ 2016), Ann-Marie Knight (LJ 2016), Audrey Moran (LJ 1989), Melissa Nelson (LJ
2012), Ju'Coby Pittman (LJ 1993), Chris Schwing (LJ 2015), Nicole Thomas (LJ 2013),
Rachael Tutwiler-Fortune (NextGen 2006) and Wanda Willis (LJ 2002).  The award
recognized "the most influential women who are making an impact throughout Jacksonville."

The 2019 Board of Directors for the JAX Chamber includes: Debbie Buckland, Chair; John
Peyton, Immediate Past Chair; Daniel Davis, President; Ray Driver, JAXUSA Partnership
Chair; John Bottaro, Industry Affairs Chair; Jamie Shelton; Trustees Chair; Brian Wolfburg,
Military Affairs Chair; At-Large: Tim Aylor (NLS 2019), Ken Babby (NLS 2016), Steve Betz (LJ
2018), Karen Bowling (LJ 1993), Michael Brannigan (NLS 2014), Michelle Braun (LJ 2017),
Brian Bucher (NLS 2019), Giselle Carson (LJ 2005), Rose Conry (LJ 2010), Tim Cost (NLS
2013), Rena Coughlin (LJ 2004), Jake Gordon (NLS 2016), Leon Haley (NLS 2017), Eric
Mann (NLS 2012), Audrey Moran (LJ 1989), Susan Ponder-Stansel (LJ 1991), Darnell Smith
(LJ 2000), Greg Smith (NLS 2007), Cindy Stover (LJ 1999), David Szymanski (NLS 2018),
Brad Talbert (NLS 2018), Kent Thielen (NLS 2019) and Tom Van Berkel (NLS 2003). Ex-
Officio members: Rosa Beckett (LJ 2007), Dane Grey (LJ 2014) and Nat Ford (LJ 2014).

The Jacksonville Bar Association elected board of
governors for 2019 - 2020 include: Michelle
Bedoya Barnett (LJ 2012) as President-Elect
and Brian Coughlin (LJ 2016) and Asghar
Syed (LJ 2018) as board members. 

Bold City (FL) Chapter member, Sylvia Perry (LJ
1997) was elected to the regions highest post as
Area Director. The Southern Area Director is
responsible for setting the tone and agenda for
over 4,000 members in 80 chapters located in

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FUwXYxOBjlPZEZBIFPFv2GpKeo7Eh61lHRVEPbrhmP2r9jwzYqW7Rj65oOGaV7c6z6wOQp3gDGTl18MlX6Iq9SmIcFqGJLwiJGr2zQIFriy23rSgGbsu9YA-udUDQ7tM3FyBjt1SuvPgkchSUkmHNIbctQtp58Hsme12QLLaMhX_jCm_C58aLLp8RPHtXfmyNjM5bZEg4nvG5MRtm_g9f8jNfTqanIKH2e0h0l4e76UzOgt2vEdT5NrtM5Z4u7GXtmtK-g1V-hw-ui2Rt4Qv2Q35l8qWJh05fVzlPSMP_Eh8R4txwraJcyWruHPgKJZRQ1dQcAkG6X1-x3hAYGCEw29AXeN0wmGzAjfQx_G_CGwXH4sMCFimqSMkzSziNcDj&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FUwXYxOBjlPZEZBIFPFv2GpKeo7Eh61lHRVEPbrhmP2r9jwzYqW7Rj65oOGaV7c6z6wOQp3gDGTl18MlX6Iq9SmIcFqGJLwiJGr2zQIFriy23rSgGbsu9YA-udUDQ7tM3FyBjt1SuvPgkchSUkmHNIbctQtp58Hsme12QLLaMhX_jCm_C58aLLp8RPHtXfmyNjM5bZEg4nvG5MRtm_g9f8jNfTqanIKH2e0h0l4e76UzOgt2vEdT5NrtM5Z4u7GXtmtK-g1V-hw-ui2Rt4Qv2Q35l8qWJh05fVzlPSMP_Eh8R4txwraJcyWruHPgKJZRQ1dQcAkG6X1-x3hAYGCEw29AXeN0wmGzAjfQx_G_CGwXH4sMCFimqSMkzSziNcDj&c=&ch=


Ryan Schwartz (LJ 2009), Dr. Robin Rose
(NLS 2017) and Brian Bucher (NLS 2018)

at the NLS Summit for NLS 2019  

Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina,
Mississippi, Louisiana, Alabama and The
Bahamas. The Bold City (FL) Chapter recently
celebrated 25 years and is under the leadership of
Wanda Willis (LJ 2002).

Jacksonville City Council President Aaron
Bowman has announced his list of 11 choices for
a new Charter Revision Commission, a once-a-
decade review and that list includes: Matt
Schellenberg (LJ 1984), Frank Denton (NLS
2009), Charles Griggs (LJ 1998), Ann-Marie
Knight (LJ 2016) and Betzy Santiago (LJ 2015). 

Congratulations to the inaugural graduates of the
Urban Land Institute Center for Leadership that

includes: Michael Biagini (LJ 2017) and Laura Gonzales (LJ 2018).

Greenscape of Jacksonville co-chairs for The 2019 Root Ball were Robin Patton (LJ 2003),
Zimmerman Boulos (LJ 1992) and Honorary Chair Lori Boyer (Honorary). 

Rotary Club of San Marco Board Members for 2018-2019 include: Pete Helow (LJ 1995)
President; Meg Folds (LJ 1999) Community Service Director; Janet Reagor (LJ 2005)
Secretary/Treasurer; and Ruth Ann Hepler (LJ 2014) Foundation Director.

Woman's Board of Wolfson Children's Hospital Executive Committee: Beth Langley (LJ 2000)
Immediate Past President; Robin Albaneze (LJ 1996) Art & Antiques Show 2019, Co-Chair;
Meg Folds (LJ 1999) Secretary; Kendra McCrary (LJ 2004) and Denise Hudmon (LJ 2010)
Treasurers; Laura Magevney (LJ 2007); Jane Pomar (LJ 2001) and Karen Wolfson (LJ
2000). 
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NOTES OF SYMPATHY

Our condolences to John Donahoo III (LJ 2001) and his family on the passing of his
father, John Donahoo, Jr. on May 28. 

Our condolences to Ned Jones (LJ 1998) and his family upon the death of his father,
J. Malcom Jones (Mac) on May 27.

Our condolences to Patrick Kilbane (LJ 2013) and his family upon the death of his
father, Patrick Joseph Kilbane Sr. (Pat) on May 23.

Our condolences to James Ruth (LJ 1992) and his family upon the passing of his
wife, Michelline Haynes Ruth on May 15.

Condolences to Steve Kokabany (LJ 2016) and his family upon the death of his
father, Fred Kowkabany on May 14.

Our condolences to Kathy Para (LJ 1995) and her family upon the passing of her
mother, Helen M. Bliss on May 6. 

Our condolences to Carla Miller (LJ 1985) and her family upon the death of her
mother, Dorothy Miller Jones of Atlantic Beach, Florida on April 24th at the age of 93. 

Our condolences to the family and friends of T. Michael White (Mike) (LJ 1988) upon
Mike's death on April 15, 2019. Mike retired in 2017 after over forty years in the banking
industry. He owned AMC, A Mortgage Company and was a founder of First Atlantic
Bank, Jacksonville. Mike lived in St. Augustine for the past 16 years where he enjoyed
bass fishing and time with his family. 
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MAKE A LJ DONATION
Many companies sponsor matching gift programs that will match the

charitable contributions made by their employees. This is a great way to
enhance the impact of your giving. Check with your employer for details.

DONATE NOW
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Follow us:

  

Leadership Jacksonville, Inc. is designated a 501(c) (3) by the Internal Revenue Service: as such, all 
donations are considered tax deductible.   State of Florida Registration #: CH6020.   A COPY OF THE 

OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER
SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE 800-435-7352 WITHIN THE STATE or VISITING

w w w .FLORIDACONSUMERHELP.com.  REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR
RECOMMENDATION OF THE STATE.
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