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A Message from our CEO Gracie
Simendinger

Dear Alumni,

Good morning! I can't believe it's been two years since joining the Leadership Jacksonville
team. As I reflect on these last two years, it's the people that make Leadership Jacksonville
so special. Thank you for your continued dedication to the work and Jacksonville’s bright
leaders.

I'd like to share a few organizational updates with you:

* Next month we will celebrate the well-deserved retirement of Programs Director Meg
Folds (LJ 1999), who successfully ran our Youth Leadership Jacksonville and Next
Generarion programs. After 22 years, Meg is ready for her next chapter. In our Alumni
Spotlight, read how you can help make her sendoff even more special!

* The board has approved the addition of a new staff position — a Vice President of
Programs role. As we work to create a formalized program department, this critical
leadership role will help lead and oversee all LJ programs. My plan is hiring this role before
recruiting for the youth and young professional program position. I know Meg's
replacement will have big shoes to fill!

* Now is the time to pay your $100 annual dues here and to sign up to volunteer here.
As a reminder, paying your dues and volunteering with LJ are ways to earn points towards
the annual “Best Class” distinction! Please share with your class members.

» We have been working hard to learn and utilize new technology to make engaging
with us easier. We hope you like the new platforms and we welcome your feedback.

« Lastly, the LJ board recently approved a new strategic plan and I am fired up about it! I
can’t wait to share more with you in the coming months.

We have lots to do and much to be proud of. We look forward to staying connected and
inviting you to be a part of LJ's next chapter.

Warmly,
Gracie and team
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Leadership Jacksonville and OneJax
host Speaker Dr. John Inazu
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In partnership with OneJax, we are co-hosting an interactive luncheon with keynote
speaker Dr. John Inazu on Friday, September 6 at The Jessie from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Dr. Inazu is the author of Learning to Disagree: The Surprising Path to Navigating
Differences with Empathy and Respect. He is a Sally D. Danforth Distinguished Professor
of Law and Religion at Washington University in St. Louis. Dr. Inazu has long written about
difference, disagreement and overcoming obstacles to find common ground.

“"Dr. Inazu’s upcoming trip could not have come at a more critical time for our country’s
future,” said Gracie Simendinger, CEO of Leadership Jacksonville. “"We are thrilled to
partner with OnelJax to explore how community members can practice civil discourse
within the lens of leadership, community engagement, impact and service.”

Seating is very limited and reservations are required. Click here to register for the

$30 luncheon.
PAY ANNUAL DUES

SIGN UP TO VOLUNTEER
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The LJ 2025 Opening Dinner brought together the new LJ class members, nominators,
alumni and guests on July 30 at the University of North Florida. The creative partner
introductions gave everyone an opportunity to get to know one another better as they get
ready for an exciting program year ahead!

Next Generation 2024 L LEADERSHIP
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And that's a wrap!

NextGen 2024 celebrated their summer program with the Closing Retreat on August 3.
Prior to that they enjoyed participating in Exposing Our Community's Culture Day on July
10 and Building Bridges to the Future Day on July 22. It's been a fantastic summer of
building new relationships, exploring the Jacksonville community, and discussing various
topics with local leaders.

Mikhaela Alforque (NextGen 2024) shared, "Leadership Jacksonville’s Next Generation
program has shown me another level of affection and appreciation for my community.
Moreover, I'm very grateful to meet such an amazing group of young professionals in all
different facets of the industries."

Meg pictured here with daughter-in-law Lauren, sonChris Folds
(NextGen 2005) and grandson James.

Special Alumni Spotlight on Meg Folds (LJ 1999)

Meg Folds (LJ 1999) will celebrate 22 years with Leadership Jacksonville this month as the
Programs Director of the Youth Leadership Jacksonville and Next Generation programs.
She has decided to retire in September and has no doubt left an incredible mark on the
organization and its alumni members. As alumnus Bill Sorenson (L) 2015) shared, "she is a
treasure to our community”.

When offered the position in 2002, her intention was to stay for three years and then
return to her career as a Global Account Manager in the tech industry. But the rewards of
working with our young leaders are so fulfilling that she is having a hard time leaving even
now! Meg was behind the creation of the Collegiate Leadership Experience, now known as



Next Generation, a summer program that engages incredible young professionals who are
on a path towards meaningful servant leadership. Meg credits the programs successes to
the incredible volunteers at Leadership Jacksonville.

Kendra McCrary (LJ 2004) shared: “Meg Folds was one of the first people I met upon
moving to Jacksonville in 1996. I have had the honor of volunteering with Meg on Youth
Leadership Jacksonville since 2004 and watching the growth and impact of the program is
amazing. She ensures the participants connect with our community by engaging them on
the challenges while encouraging them to be part of the solutions.”

Meg has served many community organizations including the Women'’s Board of Wolfson
Children’s Hospital (2023-24 Florida Forum Chair, and 2021 Art & Antiques Show Chair,
Board of Directors), Jacksonville Women's Network (President 2022), Junior League of
Jacksonville (Board of Directors — Sustainer Representative 2023 -2024, President 2001-
2002), the Rotary Club of San Marco (Charter President), Girls Inc. (Past President),
Memorial Park Association Board of Trustees, Alpha Xi Delta (President of collegiate
chapter and alumni chapter) and the Salvation Army as a Celebrity Chef. Meg is a recipient
of the AT&T Community Service Award, Junior League of Jacksonville Pam Paul Award, the
Tillie K. Fowler Award, and the Rotary District 6970 Service Above Self Award and Rotarian
of the Year. She is an alumna of The Bolles School and graduated from Stetson University
with Bachelor of Arts degrees in History and Political Science, followed by graduate work at
FSU and UNF.

She loves being mom to Chris Folds (NextGen 2005), mother-in-law to Lauren and Nana
to James. Meg enjoys spending time with her yellow Labrador, Polly, and will continue to
enjoy her volunteer leadership roles with The Women'’s Board of Wolfson Children’s
Hospital, Rotary Club of San Marco, and the Junior League of Jacksonville, while also
shepherding two Bunco groups, and learning to play Mahjong.

Please join us in wishing Meg a happy retirement by submitting a brief personalized
video here by August 31st.

LEADERSHIP CONNECT

Our alumni are fostering connections across Northeast Florida each month with
breakfast, lunch, and happy hour options.

Sign up to attend an Upcoming Alumni Gathering:

Lunch with Deloris O'Neal (LJ 2018) and Derrick Mitchell, Sr. (LJ 2019), August 8
- FULL
Breakfast with Karen Feagins (LJ 2016), August 15
Lunch with Dallas Hempstead (LJ 2018), August 19
Lunch with Christopher McKee (LJ 2024), August 29

Would you like to host a Leadership Connect gathering?
Please email Manisha Joshi at manisha@leadershipjax.org.
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2024 UPCOMING EVENTS AND PROGRAM DAYS

LJ 2025 Opening Retreat
Thursday, August 15 and Friday, August 16

YLJ 2025 Opening Retreat
Friday, August 23 and Saturday, August 24

YLJ 2025 In Living Color Day
Thursday, September 12

LJ 2025 Government and History Day
Thursday, September 19

LJ CLASS SOCIALS

LJ 2020 is hosting a Class Social on Thursday, August 15 from 11:30 am - 1:00 pm, at
Voodoo Brewing Company. To RSVP, email Sunil Ancha (LJ 2020) at
anchatm@gmail.com.

LJ 2023 is hosting a Class Social on Thursday, August 29 from 5:30 — 7:00 pm, at Ruby
Beach Brewing. To RSVP, email Darren Brownlee (LJ 2023) at
Brownlee.Darren@mayo.edu.

LJ 1993 enjoyed a Class Social on July 11 at
the River and Post Rooftop.

LJ 2020 met for a Class Social on July 24 at
Prati Italia.

The following classes have scheduled an LJ-sponsored class social in recognition of their
Celebration 2024 fundraising efforts benefiting Youth Leadership Jacksonville (YLJ):

LJ 2019 Happy Hour: Wednesday, September 11 from 5:30 - 7:30 pm at Midtown Table
LJ 2012 Happy Hour: Thursday, September 12 from 5:30 - 7:30 pm, San Marco location
TBD

LJ 2021 Happy Hour: Tuesday, October 8 from 5:30 - 7:30 pm, location TBD



https://www.google.com/maps/place/Voodoo+Brewing+Co.+-+Jacksonville/@30.30389,-81.654963,15z/data=!4m14!1m7!3m6!1s0x88e5b71f77056f69:0x2df56cb3b22632f6!2sVoodoo+Brewing+Co.+-+Jacksonville!8m2!3d30.30389!4d-81.654963!16s%2Fg%2F11vyzjxlsc!3m5!1s0x88e5b71f77056f69:0x2df56cb3b22632f6!8m2!3d30.30389!4d-81.654963!16s%2Fg%2F11vyzjxlsc?entry=ttu
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Voodoo+Brewing+Co.+-+Jacksonville/@30.30389,-81.654963,15z/data=!4m14!1m7!3m6!1s0x88e5b71f77056f69:0x2df56cb3b22632f6!2sVoodoo+Brewing+Co.+-+Jacksonville!8m2!3d30.30389!4d-81.654963!16s%2Fg%2F11vyzjxlsc!3m5!1s0x88e5b71f77056f69:0x2df56cb3b22632f6!8m2!3d30.30389!4d-81.654963!16s%2Fg%2F11vyzjxlsc?entry=ttu
mailto:anchatm@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/maps/dir//228+E+Forsyth+St,+Jacksonville,+FL+32202/@30.3260536,-81.7370847,12z/data=!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x88e44907606db6b7:0x40b80697231af1e0!2m2!1d-81.6546834!2d30.3260794?entry=ttu
mailto:Brownlee.Darren@mayo.edu
https://www.google.com/maps/dir//5016+Gate+Pkwy+%236,+Jacksonville,+FL+32256/@30.2455679,-81.6186173,12z/data=!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x88e5cb002c166801:0xe00f33ce7bbc6930!2m2!1d-81.536216!2d30.2455937?entry=ttu

ALUMNI CLASS NOTES

Submit your news to manisha@leadershipjax.org

CORRECTIONS:

Kevin Carrico (LJ 2019) was incorrectly named Political Director for the Republican Party of
Florida for the 2024 election cycle. The correct Alumni member serving this role is
Alexander Pantinakis (L) 2022).

In our congratulations to Darnell Smith (LJ 2000) on being named a Men of Honor
Honoree by ONYX Magazine, we mistakenly wrote his alumni year as 2020. His correct LJ
year is 2000.

2004
Julia Burns (LJ 2004) joined the 904WARD Board as a new member.

2008
Mike Freed (LJ 2008) was featured as a JU FutureMaker sharing his experience living in
Jacksonville and his dedication to giving back to the community.

2009

Mark LeMaire (LJ 2009) returns to The Community Foundation for Northeast Florida as
Vice President, Strategic Donor Initiatives, which is a newly created executive position that
will oversee strategic grantmaking for fundholders. Mark previously served in multiple
leadership roles at the organization.

2010

Congratulations to Susan Masucci (LJ 2010) as she celebrates 18 years with her
advertising agency, ruckus.

2011

Greg Burton (LJ 2011) received a
special recognition from Mayor Donna
Deegan as she proclaimed July 14,
2024, as "Greg Burton Day". Presented
by Alumni members Tracye Polson (LJ
2021) and Parvez Ahmed (LJ 2018),
the proclamation honors Greg's
leadership, compassion, dedication to
justice and active involvement in
community initiatives.

L to R: Lakesha Burton (LJ 2019), Tracye Polson (L)
2021), Greg Burton (LJ 2011) and Parvez Ahmed (LJ
2018)

2019

Pascal Rathle (NextGen 2019) has joined Artesian (Alternative Investments) as an Advisor.
Pascal will steer a global Venture Capital as a Service (VCaaS) campaign headquartered in
Sydney, Australia.

2020
Matt Galnor (LJ 2020) is now a Partner at Bachman Galnor Communications.
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George Rainbolt (LJ 2020/NLS 2018) has published a y
new book, Freedom as Non-Constraint: Beyond Freedom as
Non-Interference and Non-Domination. Non-Constrai

Beyond Non-Interference and

Non-Domination

George W. Rainbolt

2021
Brandon Mack (LJ 2021) joined the Jacksonville Transportation Authority as a Special
Projects Manager - Administration.

Adina Pollan (LJ 2021) was recognized as a 2024 Florida Super Lawyer for Bankruptcy:
Business.

David Thompson (LJ 2021) was sworn in for another term on the Jacksonville Bar
Association Board of Governors. David also moved up from a Super Lawyer Rising Star to
the 2024 Super Lawyer list.

2022
Charles Garrison (LJ 2022) joined Jacksonville Buzz TV with Client Focused Media as a co-
host of the Building Buzz show.

Nicole Hamm (LJ 2022) was featured in The Resident as one of Jacksonville's Young
Independents who are bright, passionate, entrepreneurial up-and-comers and making an
impact in our community.

Congratulations to Linzee Ott (LJ 2022) on her new roles as CEO at Build Up Downtown,
and Incoming Chair of the City of Jacksonville's Downtown Development Review Board.

Alexander Pantinakis (L) 2022) was named Political Director for the Republican Party of
Florida for the 2024 election cycle.

Amanda Polematidis (LJ 2022) joined the ACE Mentor Program of Northeast Florida
(ACENEFL) Board of Directors.

Ashley Pratt (L) 2022) joined the Operation New Hope Board of Directors.

Niveah Glover (YLJ 2022) was named the 2024 Poetry Out Loud National Champion
and received a $20,000 prize from the National Endowment for the Arts and the Poetry
Foundation. Niveah was also named a Presidential Scholar — the only student from
Jacksonville to receive such an honor.

2023

Linda Woodard (LJ 2023) received the Bob Windle Leadership Award from the Ohio
Career Development Association (OCDA) in Columbus, OH. This award acknowledges
professionals who have demonstrated exceptional leadership, innovation, and impactful
contributions to the career development field.

Emily Gilreath (NextGen 2023) joined Ranstad USA as a Staffing Manager.

2024
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Tom Caron (LJ 2024) graduated with a Master of Business Administration in Sustainability
Studies from Antioch University.

Bill Hoff (LJ 2024) received the Volunteer of the Year
award at the 2024 Florida Preservation Awards held in
Tallahassee, FL.

Ali Jaffery (LJ 2024) joined KIPP Jacksonville Public Schools as Chief Advancement Officer.

COMBINED CLASSES & HONORARY

Alumni members joining the 2024-2025 Leadership Florida Board of Directors include At-
Large Member Mark Bennett (LJ 2017), Northeast Region Chair Representative Chris
Hand (LJ 2014), and Development Chair Aundra Wallace (NLS 2014).

Alumni members elected to the 2024-2025 Gator Bowl Sports Board of Trustees include
Chairman Andy King (LJ 2011), Chairman-Elect Sara Pomposo (LJ 2020/NLS 2018), and
Audit and Compliance Committee Chairman Scott Keith (LJ 2003). The 2024-2025
leadership appointments include Secretary (Trustee) John Duce (LJ 2006), Co-Treasurer
(Trustee) Greg Smith (NLS 2007), Vice Chair, Hospitality Bill Dixon (LJ 2014), and Vice
Chair, Marketing Kevin Craig (L) 2022).

The following Alumni members were among the Jacksonville Business Journal’'s Ultimate
CEO'’s: Allishia Bauman (L) 2025), Monica Hernandez (L) 2021), and Heather Quick (LJ
2019).

Sam Inman (LJ 2002) was named Board Chair for the Nonprofit Center of Northeast
Florida. In addition, the organization appointed new board members Dane Bennett (LJ
2024), Lawsikia Hodges (LJ 2022) and Kathleen Shaw (LJ 2018).

NOTES OF SYMPATHY

Our sympathies to Jep Barbour (LJ 1991), Jeptha Barbour III (YLJ 2005), and their family
upon the passing of Austin Barbour on July 1.

Our condolences to Julie Mason (LJ 1990), her family and friends upon the passing of her
husband William “Bill” Cordell Mason (LJ 1991) on July 2. Bill has been recognized for his
contributions to the field of healthcare throughout the world, and worked in healthcare
administration in Africa, India and the United States. As a Foreign Service Officer, he
worked in Vietnam to develop a new medical school and teaching hospital for the
Vietnamese government. In Jacksonville, he was well known for his 20 years as President
and Chief Executive Officer of Baptist Medical Center and Baptist Health. Under Bill's
leadership, Baptist expanded to include hospitals in Fernandina Beach, Jacksonville Beach,
Baptist South and Wolfson Children’s Hospital. Bill oversaw the creation of Life Flight
Helicopter Service at Baptist, our area’s first helicopter ambulance service. Upon retirement
from Baptist in 1998, Bill became Chairman of the Boards of Baptist Health and Baptist
Health Foundation, served as Chairman of the Department of Graduate Studies in the
College of Health at the University of North Florida. He also earned a doctorate degree in
Educational Leadership in 2002, writing his dissertation on the “Dimensions of Servant
Leadership". After teaching at UNF with a joint appointment in the College of Health and
the College of Business, he spent five years as president of the FSCJ Foundation. Bill



https://www.bizjournals.com/jacksonville/news/2024/07/25/meet-the-2024-class-of-ultimate-ceos.html
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/name/william-mason-obituary?id=55670616

received many leadership awards, including the Arthur Andersen International Award for
Management Excellence presented in Melbourne, Australia, the OneJax Humanitarian
Award, and the Jacksonville Business Journal Lifetime Achievement Award. He was also
elected to the Jacksonville Business Hall of Fame in 2000. Bill chaired the Florida Hospital
Association, the JAX Chamber, the Jacksonville Port Authority, the Jacksonville Community
Council, Inc. (JCCI), the Jacksonville Children’s Commission, and the Downtown Rotary
Club. Leadership Jacksonville honored Bill as an outstanding community trustee at
Celebration 2014 as he served as a model of servant leadership for all.

Our thoughts are with the family of Sharwonda Peek (LJ 2024) on the passing of her
mother, Everlee Merritt on July 19.

Our condolences to Kenyon Varn Merritt (LJ 1996) and her family upon the death of her
father, William Lester Varn on July 20.

Our sympathy goes to the family of Ann Marie Knight (LJ 2016) and Javon Knight
(NextGen 2019/YLJ 2010) on the passing of Esmine Bennett on July 22.

Our sympathy is with Linda Berry Stein (Honorary) the family, friends, and "Steiners" on
the passing of her husband David A. Stein (Honorary) on July 27. David left an indelible
impression on countless individuals, organizations and the community. He was an
entrepreneur, business owner and philanthropist, and a Jacksonville native who relished
sharing that he lived in the same zip code his entire life. As a teen, he worked in his father's
Burger King restaurant and attended the University of Florida but returned to Jacksonville
before graduation to join the family business. David mastered the Burger King operation
and was named Chairman and CEO of Southern Industrial Corporation, the original
franchisor of all Jacksonville-area Burger King restaurants. He founded and served as
Chairman of King Provision Corporation, serving Burger King restaurants throughout the
Southeastern U.S. Later, he co-founded T.L. Cannon Companies and became Chairman. He
took to heart the Jewish values he learned from his father and strove to emulate
community leadership by giving back and making a difference. David was blessed to have
the love and support of his wife, Linda, for more than 35 years who was always by his side
through his endeavors, providing unwavering love and encouragement. He was proud of
his role in the creation of the Jewish Community Alliance (JCA), The Greenwood School as
well as the continuation of his family’s support of River Garden Senior Services. He and
Linda were strong supporters of education, with a special passion for sponsoring and
mentoring students fondly known as "Steiners" at the University of North Florida and
Jacksonville University. David and Linda also created the Stein Fellowship at the United
Way of Northeast Florida. David's gift to LIJD Jewish Family and Community Services
resulted in the Allison Stein Robbins building, named for his late daughter, which houses
the Max Block Food Pantry. Other beneficiaries of his generosity include Congregation
Ahavath Chesed, the Jewish Federation and Foundation of Northeast Florida, the Jewish
National Fund, the Jacksonville Humane Society, Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens, Mayo
Clinic, the (then) Florida Community College at Jacksonville, the Quality Education for All
Fund at The Community Foundation for Northeast Florida, The ARC Jacksonville, the North
Florida School for Special Education, Hope Haven, KIPP, Guardian Catholic Schools,
Leadership Jacksonville, Cathedral Arts Project, and the Jacksonville Symphony. For his
efforts, David received many honors, including the highest awards given by OneJax,
Leadership Jacksonville, First Coast Business Hall of Fame and the Jewish National Fund. In
2021, he and Linda received the Lifetime Achievement Award from the Association for
Fundraising Professionals/North Florida Chapter. He lit up every room he entered with his
warmth, laughter, jokes and ‘David-isms'. His energy was boundless, and he shared his
heart and passions with every person he met. His strongest desire was to make the world,
and especially Jacksonville, a better place, and he was determined to have as much fun as
possible along the way. Leadership Jacksonville honored David alongside Tim Cost (NLS
2013) at Celebration 2017 for his community trusteeship and unwavering commitment to
Jacksonville.

]
STAY IN TOUCH!
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