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Leadership Jacksonville Class of 2026
Nominations are open through

​Monday, December 16!
Click here to nominate

DOUBLE YOUR IMPACT

https://www.facebook.com/Leadership-Jacksonville-189326476694/
https://twitter.com/LeadershipJax
https://www.instagram.com/leadershipjax/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/leadership-jacksonville-inc-/?viewAsMember=true
https://secure.leadershipjax.org/forms/nominee
https://secure.leadershipjax.org/forms/donate
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=elykinnovationinternetstrategy&nav=d44bb292-c6a5-45d1-a71f-902636f08d04


Now is the time to pay your annual dues and/or make a gift
​to support LJ this holiday season. 

Thanks to the Jessie Ball duPont Fund, your gift this month will be matched 1:1.
Renew your dues or make a donation for your end of year gift

this holiday season.

LJ 2025 JUSTICE DAY

Sponsored by Rogers Towers, LJ 2025 participated in Justice Day on November 14 at the
State Attorney's Office. The class developed a greater understanding of the criminal, civil
and restorative components of the justice system and expanded their awareness of
alternative paths. Visit our LinkedIn post for more photos here.

YLJ 2025 EVERYDAY CREATIVITY DAY

https://secure.leadershipjax.org/forms/renew
https://secure.leadershipjax.org/forms/donate
https://www.rtlaw.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/2826886/admin/dashboard/


Sponsored by Haskell, YLJ 2025 experienced the arts and culture of Jacksonville, and
reflected on gratitude as a leadership behavior on Everyday Creativity Day. The
participants explored various museums, gardens, parks and trails on December 5th. 

LEADERSHIP CONNECT

Leadership Jacksonville alumni members enjoyed 34 gatherings in
2024, bringing together more than 175 alumni members!

To host an upcoming breakfast, lunch, or happy hour gathering,
please email Manisha Joshi.

Sign up to attend an upcoming gathering:

Happy Hour with Debbie Johnson (LJ 2011) and Mary Fisher (LJ 2006),
January 9

​Lunch with Manisha Joshi, aka Jack Leader, January 22
​Happy Hour with Al Emerick (LJ 2004), January 28

UPCOMING EVENTS AND PROGRAM DAYS

https://www.haskell.com/
mailto:manisha@leadershipjax.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-52486832-leadership#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-53865341-leadership#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-53911283-leadership#/


Nomination Period for LJ 2026
Now through Monday, December 16

LJ 2025 Education Day
Thursday, December 12

LJ 2026 Applications Open
​Monday, January 6

LJ 2025 Health Day
Thursday, January 9

YLJ 2025 Program Day
Thursday, January 16

UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS

The Women's Board President Kendra McCrary (LJ 2004) and Florida Forum Speaker
Series Co-chair Maxine McBride (LJ 2011) invite Leadership Jacksonville alumni to attend
the Florida Forum Speaker Series at a discounted rate. Speakers include Deepak Chopra
with moderator Shad Kahn on Wednesday, January 15th, and Carl Hiaasen with moderator
Mark Woods on Wednesday, February 12th. Visit the Florida Forum website , click Affinity
Group Tickets, and add the promo code LJ40 for a 40% discount at checkout.

Alumni members being honored at the 2025 OneJax Humanitarian Awards event
include Gold Medallion for Lifetime Achievement recipient Charles McIntosh (Honorary),
President’s Medallion recipient Johnetta Betsch Cole (Honorary), and Silver Medallion
recipients Debbie Buckland (LJ 2009), Josh Martino (LJ 2015), and John Peyton (LJ
1991). The event takes place on Thursday, May 1, 2025 at the Jacksonville Center for the
Performing Arts.

Alumni members Tyler Morris (LJ 2021), Nancy Powell (LJ 2024), Diana Donovan (LJ
2021), Cindy Funkhouser (LJ 2014), Lonnie Marts, Jr. (LJ 2025), Rachael Tutwiler
Fortune (LJ 2022), Nicole Hamm (LJ 2022), David Garfunkel (LJ 2021) and Carlton
Robinson (LJ 2021) have been selected to chair the Nonprofit Center of Northeast
Florida’s Catalyst conveners.

https://secure.leadershipjax.org/forms/nominee
https://giving.baptistjax.com/event/2024-2025-florida-forum-affinity-groups/e600814
https://onejax.org/programs/humanitarian-awards/
https://nonprofitctr.org/events-calendar/catalyst-convening-series/


CLASS SOCIALS

Sponsored by LJ, LJ 2021 gathered for
a Friendsgiving lunch on November 14
at the JAX Chamber Open Innovation
Center at JTA's Jacksonville Regional
Transportation Center. LJ 2021 was the
top fundraiser for the Celebration
2024 Class Challenge raising $5,000
for Youth Leadership Jacksonville.

ALUMNI CLASS NOTES

Submit your news to manisha@leadershipjax.org 

1997
Juliet Negrete Anderson (LJ 1997) joined Downtown Ecumenical Services Council (DESC)
board of directors. 

2001
Sharon Simmons (LJ 2001) was elected President of the Women's Center of Jacksonville
(WCJ) board of directors. As the founder of the WCJ, Sharon is excited to be lead the
organization into its 30th year.

​2005
Diantha Grant (LJ 2005) received the Golden M
Award from the University of Maine. The award
is presented to a member of 50th reunion class
for outstanding class service since graduation.
Diantha has been the class alumni
correspondent for 23 years.

 

2016
Michelle Cook (LJ 2016) was re-elected as Sherriff of Clay County.

Sam Garrison (LJ 2016) was elected to Florida State House District 11.

Chris Hoffman (LJ 2016) was re-elected as Mayor of Jacksonville Beach. 

2018
Congratulations to Jarret Dreicer (LJ 2018) who was awarded the 2024 Sister de Sales
Outstanding Practice Administrator Award from We Care Jacksonville, Inc.

mailto:manisha@leadershipjax.org


​2019
Kemal Gasper (LJ 2019) served as the 2024 honorary
chair and emcee at the 2024 TEACH Conference
hosted by WJCT Public Media.

Kasey Wagner (LJ 2019) joined Farah & Farah as a Personal Injury Attorney.

Andrea Williams (LJ 2019) is serving as the 19th president of the Beta Alpha Zeta Chapter
of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc., a community-conscious, action-oriented group that has
been serving Jacksonville for 80 years.

Marcus Isom, Jr. (NextGen 2019) joined Woolsey Morcom Attorneys at Law as a Jury Trial
Lawyer. 

2021
Monica Hernandez (LJ 2021) was featured in La Revista Biacional on her role as
President of the Florida Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of the First Coast.

​Ashanta Williamson (NextGen 2021) was named one of
Legacy South Florida’s 40 Under 40 Black Leaders of
Today and Tomorrow.

2023
Gabrielle Williams (NextGen 2023) was selected for United Way of Northeast Florida's
Stein Fellowship Class of 2025. 

2024
Ashantae Green (LJ 2024) was featured in edible Northeast Florida sharing her passion
for green living and the development of her company, Green Legacy Farm.

2025
Adam Madrid (LJ 2025) was one of storytellers at Untold Stories on August 11 at The
Florida Theatre, sharing his career journey.

 
COMBINED CLASSES & HONORARY

Charles Moreland (LJ 2008) joined JEA as the Chief Customer Experience Officer, a role
held by Sheila Pressley (LJ 2019), who will retire in January 2025 after 21 years of service.

Congratulations to alumni members Mark Bennett (LJ 2017), Vickie Cavey (LJ 2007), Tim
Cost (NLS 2013), Daniel Davis (LJ 2015), John Delaney (LJ 1986), Nat Ford (LJ 2014), Eric
Green (LJ 1993) Marty Lanahan (Honorary), Moez Limayem (NLS 2023), Michael Mayo
(NLS 2012), John Peyton (LJ 1991), Susan Ponder-Stansel (LJ 1991), David Sweeney (LJ

https://larevistabinacional.com/latino-excellence/monica-hernandez-president-and-ceo-of-the-first-coast-hispanic-chamber-of-commerce/
https://ediblenortheastflorida.ediblecommunities.com/food-thought/ashantae-green-legacy-farm-jacksonville
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&si=xOBRc-nxNwlSEU7D&v=nqDYRQ3n_Sc&feature=youtu.be


2006), Kent Thielen (NLS 2019), Susan Towler (Honorary), Aundra Wallace (NLS 2014),
and Brian Wolfburg (NLS 2019) on being selected among Florida Trend's Top 500
Influential Business Leaders in Florida.

Alumni members joining the Leadership Florida 2024-2025 in Cornerstone Class 42 include
Sang Cho (LJ 2022), David Johnson (LJ 2024), Trina Medarev (LJ 2013), and Alicia
Somers (LJ 2018). Joining Connect Class 14 is Darrin Eakins (LJ 2023), and joining
Education Class 9 are Sel Buyuksarac (LJ 2019) and Jen Vihrachoff (LJ 2019).

Former Chief Judge of the U.S. District Court for the
Middle District of Florida Timothy Corrigan handed
the door keys to the district’s five courthouses to
Chief Judge Marcia Morales Howard (LJ 2005) in a
“Passing of the Gavel” ceremony on November 7 at
the Bryan Simpson U.S. Courthouse.

Several LJ 2024 alumni members were
spotted at JAX Chamber's Longest Table
event on November 13.

Zakira Ganji (NextGen 2024) and Connor Oswald (NextGen 2024) were selected to
participate in the World Affairs Council of Jacksonville’s 2024-25 Council EDGE Mentoring
Program.

Several alumni members were spotted at
the Jessie Ball duPont Fund's holiday
reception on December 6.

Alumni members Russell Baker (LJ 2023), Michael Corrigan (LJ 1997), Moez Limayem
(NLS 2023), and Melanie Patz (LJ 2006) participated in a panel discussion on December
3rd called Moving Jacksonville Forward: Why Advocacy Matters. Hosted by The
Jacksonville Business Journal, the event focused on the value of advocating for the city and
how each of us can play a role in promoting and enhancing its profile. 

NOTES OF SYMPATHY

Our thoughts are with Adriel Rocha (LJ 2019) on the passing of his father, Esteban Rocha.

https://www.jaxdailyrecord.com/news/2024/nov/18/i-am-overwhelmed-judge-corrigan-passes-gavel-at-us-district-court/


SIGN UP TO VOLUNTEER

PAY ANNUAL DUES

STAY IN TOUCH!
Follow Leadership
Jacksonville:

LinkedIn

Facebook

Instagram

Twitter

Join:

LJ Alumni Facebook Group

NextGen Facebook Group

YLJ Facebook Group

MAKE A LEADERSHIP JACKSONVILLE DONATION

DONATE NOW

Many companies sponsor matching gift programs that match the charitable
contributions made by their employees. Check with your employer for details. 

This is a great way to enhance the impact of your giving.

Leadership Jacksonville, Inc. is designated a 501(c) (3) by the Internal Revenue Service: as such, all donations are considered tax deductible.

State of Florida Registration #: CH6020. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM

THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE 800-435-7352 WITHIN THE STATE.

REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION OF THE STATE. 

Leadership Jacksonville | 40 East Adams Street, Ste 230 | Jacksonville, FL 32202 US
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