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Celebrating The Honorable Audrey Moran

On October 24, more than 300 family, friends and alumni members gathered to
celebrate the The Honorable Audrey Moran (LJ 1989) as she received the
Frederick H. Schultz Lifetime Achievement Award. She is only the fourth person
to ever receive this honor since the organization's inception nearly 50 years
ago. Other honorees include Frederick Schultz in 2009, Gertrude Peele in 2012,
and Bill Brinton in 2018.

Special event guests included Brooks Colleton (YLJ 2004), who introduced
Audrey 20 years ago when he was a high school student at the YLJ Celebration
fundraiser, fellow LJ classmate Nathaniel Glover (LJ 1989), and Mayor Donna
Deegan. To Audrey's surprise, Mayor Deegan presented her with the key to the
city for Audrey's 40+ years of service to the Jacksonville community.

Check out articles from the Florida Times Union and Jacksonville Daily
Record to learn more. The event photos can also be found here.

Congratulations, Judge Audrey Moran. We love you, 'Gigi'!
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Leadership Jacksonville Class of 2026
Nominations are open through December 13!

Click here to nominate

DOUBLE YOUR IMPACT
We are thrilled to announce we have qualified again this year for a 1:1
matching gift campaign through the BRIDGE program and the Jessie Ball
duPont Fund. All online donations made now through December 31st will be
matched up to $15,000!

Note all alumni gifts made now through the end of the year AND their match
will be counted towards future Class Challenge participation.

Visit our donation page here to make your end of year gift.

LJ TEAM NEWS

It's hard to believe Office Manager
Samantha Dresner will celebrate 6 months
with our team next week! Sam is the
friendly face at the front desk, the first
voice you hear over the phone, and an
active problem solver every day."The office
manager position is a new role for the
organization and it feels great to make
suggestions and have things come into
place. I love that our organization has the
best alumni members! Everyone who stops
by or calls the office is so happy and
excited. Our LJ Team is fantastic to work
with, which makes work fun," said Sam.

When Sam is not working, she is passionate
about plants and pets. On the weekends
you can find her at plant nurseries, trying
new restaurants or hanging out with her
family!

 

LJ 2025 ECONOMIC HARDSHIP DAY RECAP

https://secure.leadershipjax.org/forms/nominee
https://secure.leadershipjax.org/forms/donate


Sponsored by LISC Jacksonville, LJ 2025 participated in Economic Hardship Day on
October 17 at the new Feeding Northeast Florida Food Bank. Class members learned
about the ALICE population and how income disparities impact individuals and families in
Duval County. Visit our LinkedIn post for more photos here.

YLJ 2025 HOW OUR CITY WORKS DAY RECAP

On November 7, the YLJ 2025 learned about Jacksonville's form of government and
criminal justice system. The class was exposed to the local government structure, positions
and the legislative process. The class also explored the jail and learned why offenders get
involved in crime and the potential consequences.

YLJ ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
Taylor Thigpen (YLJ 2022) visited the United
Nations Food and Agriculture headquarters
in Rome, Italy last month.
 
Taylor was appointed to represent the
United States and speak at the 2024 World
Food Forum in celebration of World Food
Day on October 16. The 2024 forum theme
was, 'Good food for all, today and
tomorrow'.

The group's goal is to "bring an end to 700

https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7255650600732782592


million people going to bed hungry by
improving agriculture production, being
sustainable/climate minded, and uplifting
opportunities for young people, women,
and indigenous voices," shared Taylor.

While in YLJ, Taylor was a student at St
Johns Country Day School and he is now a
student at the University of Notre Dame.

LEADERSHIP CONNECT

Our alumni are fostering connections across Northeast Florida each month with
breakfast, lunch, and happy hour gatherings.

Sign up to attend an Upcoming Gathering:
Lunch with Belline Bonaparte (NextGen 2021) and Conrad Jennings (NextGen 2022),

November 14 - FULL

​Lunch with Snowden McFall (LJ 2010), November 18

Lunch with Manisha Joshi (aka Jack Leader), December 6

Would you like to host a Leadership Connect gathering in the new year?
Please email Manisha Joshi.

https://www.leadershipjax.org/leadership-connect-gatherings/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-51143957-leadership#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-52228195-leadership#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-52228195-leadership#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-52545198-leadership
mailto:manisha@leadershipjax.org


UPCOMING EVENTS AND PROGRAM DAYS

Nomination Period for LJ 2026
Now through Friday, December 13

LJ 2025 Justice Day
Thursday, November 14

YLJ 2025 Everyday Creativity Day
Thursday, December 5

LJ 2025 Education Day
Thursday, December 12

LJ 2026 Applications Open
​Monday, January 6

CLASS SOCIALS

LJ 2021 is hosting a Friendsgiving lunch on Thursday, November 14th at the JAX Chamber
Open Innovation Center at JTA's Jacksonville Regional Transportation Center at 11:30 am.
To RSVP, email Madelen Salter.

LJ 2017 is hosting a class get together at the December 5th Jacksonville Icemen game at
the VyStar Veterans Memorial Arena at 7pm. To RSVP, email Jonathan Hanson who will
be hosting the class in the VyStar suite.

ALUMNI CLASS NOTES

Submit your news to manisha@leadershipjax.org 

1988
​Congratulations to Quinton White (LJ 1988) on receiving Jacksonville University's 2024
Pioneer Award on October 24. The award recognizes global leaders in marine science
whose research inspires others and advances the field.

1992
​Congratulations to Barbara Drake (LJ 1992) on her recent 2024 Diamond Award at the
JASMYN Coming Out Day Breakfast on November 7. For over 10 years, she has been a
dedicated supporter, generous donor, and cherished former Board member, investing her
wisdom and resources to support JASMYN’s mission.

1999
​Meg Folds (LJ 1999) will be the keynote speaker for FSCJ's Phi Beta Kappa event on Friday,
November 22 at the Kent Campus.

1993
​Congratulations to Eric Green (LJ 1993) who is one of this year's honorees at the First
Coast Business Hall of Fame luncheon taking place on November 22 at the Hyatt
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mailto:hansonj@vystarcu.org
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Riverfront.

2003
​Jim O'Leary (LJ 2003) enjoyed a Fulham Football game in London while on the delegation
trip with business and civic leaders. Fellow classmate Scott Keith (LJ 2003) pictured
photobombing the photo.

2010
Congratulations to MaliVai Washington (LJ 2010) who was inducted into the USTA
Florida Tennis Hall of Fame on October 7. The induction was part of a celebration to mark
the 75th anniversary of USTA Florida, and took place at the MaliVai Washington Youth
Foundation (MWYF) in Jacksonville.

2014
Congratulations to Aundra Wallace (NLS 2014) for being selected as the 2024 Visionary
Leader by the Urban Land Institute (ULI) of North Florida. The award recognizes an
individual who has made outstanding contributions within the real estate industry and
greater community.

2016
​Megan Bush Del Pizzo  (LJ 2016) is the new Chairwoman for the Florida Dealers
Association. She will serve in this role for a one-year term.

Sabeen Perwaiz Syed (LJ 2016) recently assumed the two-year role of president for the
Women's Giving Alliance, an initiative of the Community Foundation for Northeast Florida.



2019
​Adam Levine (NLS 2019) joined the board of trustees at the University of Toledo.

2020
​Brian Bush (LJ 2020) recently started a new role as Vice President at Tom Bush VinFast
Jacksonville.

2021Lori Hershey (LJ 2021) wrote a children's book called "Ezra's Day Off" with her
daughter Hope. The story will inspire children to connect with nature and cultivate a love
of gardening.

2022
​Charles Garrison (LJ 2022) started a new position as Land Entitlement Manager at Century
Communities, Inc.

Robert Jackson (LJ 2022) was recently promoted to Vice President of Civil Infrastructure at
The Haskell Company.

2023
​Congratulations to Darren Brownlee (LJ 2023) on his recognition of the Young Healthcare
Executive of the Year at the National Association of Health Services (NAHSE) Annual
Education Conference.

2024
​Emily Miller (NextGen 2024) has been promoted to Supervising Senior Auditor at Carr,
Riggs & Ingram.

2025
​Congratulations to Melissa Chester (LJ 2025) who was recognized as the Real Estate
Professional of the Year at the Florida Minority Business Awards.

Kady Yellow (LJ 2025) was recently promoted to Vice President of Placemaking at
Downtown Vision Inc.

 
COMBINED CLASSES & HONORARY

LJ Alumni members were spotted
volunteering at the Constellation Furyk &
Friends golf tournament in early October.

Pictured: Volunteer Vice Chair Andy
Carroll (LJ 2023), Hospitality Committee
Chair Liz Klein (LJ 2024), Tara Haley (LJ
2024), and Dennis Gamble (LJ 2024).



Congratulations to Allishia Bauman (LJ 2025), Monica Hernandez (LJ 2021), and Heather
Quick (LJ 2019) who were recognized as Ultimate CEOs by the Jacksonville Business
Journal.

Congratulations to Nat Ford (LJ 2014), Moez Limayem (NLS 2023), Sabeen Perwaiz Syed
(LJ 2016) and Aundra Wallace (NLS 2014) who were recognized as four of Florida's most
influential executives by Florida Trend's 'Florida 500', an annual list of the 500 most
influential leaders from different sectors throughout the state.

Susan Schantz (LJ 2009) and Wanda Willis (LJ 2002) recently joined the OneJax board of
directors. Their roles will be to support the organization's efforts to promote respect and
understanding among people of different religions, races, and cultures.

NOTES OF SYMPATHY

Our condolences to Christine Fairman (LJ 2001) on the passing of her spouse and
alumnus Larry Fairman (LJ 1994) on September 24.

SIGN UP TO VOLUNTEER

PAY ANNUAL DUES

STAY IN TOUCH!
Follow Leadership
Jacksonville:

LinkedIn

Facebook

Instagram

Twitter

Join:

LJ Alumni Facebook Group

NextGen Facebook Group

YLJ Facebook Group

MAKE A LEADERSHIP JACKSONVILLE DONATION

DONATE NOW
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https://twitter.com/LeadershipJax
https://www.facebook.com/groups/leadershipjaxmembers
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ljnextgeneration
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Many companies sponsor matching gift programs that match the charitable
contributions made by their employees. Check with your employer for details. 

This is a great way to enhance the impact of your giving.

Leadership Jacksonville, Inc. is designated a 501(c) (3) by the Internal Revenue Service: as such, all donations are considered tax deductible.
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