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Letter from the CEO

Dear Alumni, 

It’s been a busy fall so far at Leadership Jacksonville! And we recognize there have been a
number of hurricanes impacting the U.S. including the impending Hurricane Milton. Our
thoughts are with everyone who has been affected, and we extend our love and support to
all who are preparing for the upcoming storm. 

I’d like to share important updates with you: 

Happening this month on October 24 is our Special Leadership Jacksonville
Luncheon recognizing The Honorable Audrey Moran (LJ 1989). We will close
registration on Tuesday, October 15, so please register now if you can join us. This
will be an event you won’t want to miss!  
As you know, our team is growing. After doing an extensive search, we are pleased
to share that our very own Nicole Bryan will be stepping into the newly created
Vice President of Programs role effective October 7. Nicole’s responsibilities will
include overseeing all current programs: Leadership Jacksonville, New Leadership
Summit, Next Generation and Youth Leadership Jacksonville, and provide
strategy for our future growth.
In addition, we are excited to welcome Tom Caron (LJ 2024) to the Leadership
Jacksonville team! Tom launched a consulting firm that offers fractional capacity. He
will run the current Youth Leadership Jacksonville cohort and help us examine our
operating model for future success.

There are exciting things happening at LJ and we are thrilled you are a part of it! 

We look forward to seeing you at the LJ Luncheon on Thursday, October 24. 

Warmly, 
Gracie and team 

 
Special Leadership Jacksonville Luncheon

Join us to celebrate The Honorable Audrey Moran
(LJ 1989) as we present her with Leadership
Jacksonville's coveted Frederick H. Schultz Lifetime
Achievement Award. 

When: Thursday, October 24, 2024
Time: 11:00am –1:00pm
​Where: The Schultz Center

https://www.facebook.com/Leadership-Jacksonville-189326476694/
https://twitter.com/LeadershipJax
https://www.instagram.com/leadershipjax/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/leadership-jacksonville-inc-/?viewAsMember=true
https://secure.leadershipjax.org/np/clients/leadershipjax/eventRegistration.jsp?forwardedFromSecureDomain=1&event=122
https://www.leadershipjax.org/programs/leadership-jacksonville-program/
https://www.leadershipjax.org/programs/new-leadership-summit/
https://www.leadershipjax.org/programs/next-generation/
https://www.leadershipjax.org/programs/youth-leadership-jacksonville/
https://secure.leadershipjax.org/np/clients/leadershipjax/eventRegistration.jsp?forwardedFromSecureDomain=1&event=122
https://www.google.com/maps/dir//4019+Boulevard+Center+Dr,+Jacksonville,+FL+32207/@30.3014428,-81.7009874,12z/data=!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x88e5b7302b84bf19:0xf0b3f969a00fe8f2!2m2!1d-81.6186014!2d30.301484?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI0MDkyNS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://crowleyprinting.com/shop/ols/categories/leadership-jacksonville
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=elykinnovationinternetstrategy&nav=97f153d3-e098-436f-908a-2f6f7a9ea352


Because of Audrey's far-reaching impact and
connection with the Jacksonville community and its
citizens, this luncheon is open to both Leadership
Jacksonville alumni and non-alumni.

Register here

 
Leadership Jacksonville Team News

​Congratulations to Nicole Bryan on
her recent promotion to Vice
President of Programs. "I am thrilled
to be named the Vice President of
Programs for LJ. It is the culmination
of years of enjoying the work we do
to now helping facilitate cross-
collaboration among all LJ programs. I
am excited about working with the
community at large, our alumni
members, and the growing LJ staff,"
Nicole shared.

Feel free to send Nicole a note of
congratulations to
nicole@leadershipjax.org.

 

 

https://secure.leadershipjax.org/np/clients/leadershipjax/eventRegistration.jsp?forwardedFromSecureDomain=1&event=122
mailto:nicole@leadershipjax.org


Our LJ swag shop is back! We kept alumni favorites while adding a few new
items. The online store is open NOW through October 12. Order your swag
today and have the opportunity to pick it up at the Special LJ Luncheon on
Thursday, October 24.

 

Leadership Jacksonville Class of 2026
Nominations are open!
Click here to nominate

 
Meg Folds' (LJ 1999) Retirement Party Recap

https://crowleyprinting.com/shop/ols/categories/leadership-jacksonville
https://secure.leadershipjax.org/forms/nominee


Meg Folds (LJ 1999) was joined by more than 100 alumni and volunteers at her retirement
party on September 23. She received a very special recognition proclaiming September 30,
2024, as Meg Folds Day.

"After 22 years of distinguished service to the city, Meg Folds will retire on September 30,
2024, leaving a profound legacy of impact and ensuring that the programs she has built
will continue to inspire and uplift youth for years to come.

"Now, therefore, I, Mayor Donna Deegan, by virtue of the authority vested in me as mayor
of Jacksonville, Florida, do hereby proclaim September 30, 2024, as Margaret 'Meg' Folds
Day in Jacksonville and encourage all citizens to join me in recognizing and celebrating the
tremendous contributions Meg Folds has made in empowering future generations to lead
with integrity and compassion, ensuring a vibrant and thriving future for our community."

Enjoy the rest of the retirement party photos here.

  
LEADERSHIP CONNECT

Our alumni are fostering connections across Northeast Florida each month with
breakfast, lunch, and happy hour gatherings.

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/edit/a.980594637441896


Sign up to attend an Upcoming Gathering:

Breakfast with Abel Harding (LJ 2013), October 18
Happy Hour with Ronnie King (LJ 2011), October 25

Happy Hour with Kimberly Barrett (LJ 2024), October 30
Lunch with Robert Peek (LJ 2017), November 6

Rescheduled: Lunch with Belline Bonaparte (NextGen 2021)
and Conrad Jennings (NextGen 2022), November 14

Would you like to host a Leadership Connect gathering?
Please email Manisha Joshi at manisha@leadershipjax.org.

2024 UPCOMING EVENTS AND PROGRAM DAYS

YLJ Leading For A Lifetime Day - cancelled due to Hurricane Milton
Thursday, October 10

LJ 2025 Economic Hardship Day
Thursday, October 17​

LJ Class of 2026 Nominations Open

Special LJ Luncheon
​Thursday, October 24

YLJ 2025 Inside the System Day
Thursday, November 7

LJ 2025 Justice Day
Thursday, November 14

LJ CLASS SOCIALS

LJ 2012 enjoyed a Class Social sponsored by LJ in
recognition of their Celebration 2024 fundraising efforts
on September 12 at The Local.

Not pictured: Sunny Gettinger

LJ 2019 enjoyed a Class Social sponsored
by LJ in recognition of their Celebration
2024 fundraising efforts on September 11
at Midtown Table.

https://www.leadershipjax.org/leadership-connect-gatherings/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-51143920-leadership#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-51143833-leadership#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-51143994-leadership#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-52050111-leadership#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/index.cfm?go=w.manageSignUp#/51143957/slots/
https://www.signupgenius.com/index.cfm?go=w.manageSignUp#/51143957/slots/
mailto:manisha@leadershipjax.org
https://secure.leadershipjax.org/forms/nominee
https://secure.leadershipjax.org/np/clients/leadershipjax/eventRegistration.jsp?forwardedFromSecureDomain=1&event=122


Please note: The LJ 2021 social that was scheduled for Tuesday, October 8 will be
rescheduled for a later date due to Hurricane Milton.

LJ 2021 is hosting a Thanksgiving lunch on Thursday, November 14. Location TBA. To
RSVP, contact Madelen Salter at msalter@officeimagesinc.com. 

ALUMNI CLASS NOTES

Submit your news to manisha@leadershipjax.org 

1999
Meg Folds (LJ 1999) received a special recognition from Mayor Donna Deegan
proclaiming September 30, 2024 as "Margaret 'Meg' Folds Day".

2004
Julia Burns (LJ 2004) is presenting the workshop, Strategies for Equitable Staff Retention
& Succession, at The Arc’s NCE Fall Leadership Institute on October 31 in Columbus, OH.

2007
Vickie Cavey (LJ 2007) has been named the permanent Chief Executive Officer at JEA, and
is the first woman to serve in this role. 

2013
Jonathan Cantor (LJ 2013) joined LS3P as Vice President of Healthcare JAX, Associate
Principal. 

Patrick Kilbane (LJ 2013) joined the Jacksonville Port Authority (JAXPORT) Board as a
member.

2020
Kara Tucker (LJ 2020) was featured in First
Coast Life’s online magazine article Service
Above Self about her life journey and how she
continues to give back to the community.

mailto:msalter@officeimagesinc.com
mailto:manisha@leadershipjax.org
https://nce-sli.org/
https://firstcoast.life/kara-tucker-service-above-self/?fbclid=IwY2xjawFEiW9leHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHadCAxSae70_rru-F6q68Tkj1xvo7vPGdrwj1pMSNfkC-hptinrVZ5X82Q_aem_0K_kU5JZPUS_2ezN2ugW7Q


Courtney Weatherby-Hunter (LJ 2020) joined the First Coast YMCA as Senior Vice
President/Chief Development Officer.

Taylor Richardson (YLJ 2020) will be one of the speakers at the  Jacksonville Women's
Network ​25th Annual Speaker’s Forum  on October 9 at Deerwood Castle.

2021
Tracye Polson (LJ 2021) will be presented with a Community Impact Award at the
Beautiful Minds Gala by Agape Health and Wellness Center (AHAWC) on November 16
at Deerwood Castle. The event honors community heroes who work in primary care,
behavioral health, and other professions, and have made an impact in Duval and
surrounding counties.

2022
Rebecca Ackerman (NextGen 2022) joined the Advisory Council for Here Tomorrow. 

​Nico Flowers (YLJ 2022) was presented the
Boys & Girls Clubs of America’s 2024
National Youth of the Year award by club
alumnus Denzel Washington on September
18. Nico will be a teen spokesman for Boys
& Girls Clubs of America.

2023
​Tori Foster (LJ 2023) was accepted into United Way of Northeast Florida's Stein Fellowship
Class of 2025. 

2024
Devin Coleman (LJ 2024) will be one of the featured poets at The Art of Hope Poetry
Workshop presented by Operation New Hope on October 24 at the University of North
Florida Lufrano Gallery.

Emily Miller (NextGen 2024) joined Carr, Riggs & Ingram as a Supervising Senior Auditor.

Nathaniel Rodefer (NextGen 2024) joined Lutheran Social Services of Northeast Florida,
Inc. as the Community Outreach Coordinator.

https://jaxwomensnetwork.com/meetinginfo.php?id=182&ts=1725557272
https://www.ahawc.org/
https://www.jacksonville.com/story/news/local/2024/09/23/denzel-washington-presents-jacksonville-teen-boys-girls-clubs-honor/75289894007/
https://operationnewhope.org/the-art-of-hope/


2025
Kady Yellow (LJ 2025) will be one of the featured speakers at TEDxJacksonville’s 2024
conference on November 16 at UNF’s Lazzara Performance Hall.

 
COMBINED CLASSES & HONORARY

Congratulations to Michael Howland (LJ
2012) on his retirement after 44 years of
dedicated service, and 10 years as President
and Chief Executive Officer at the
Jacksonville Speech & Hearing Center.
​Chandra Manning (LJ 2023) preceded
Michael as President and Chief Executive
Officer on October 7.

Alumni members on the 2024-2025 Jacksonville Speech and Hearing Board include new
President and Chief Executive Officer Chandra Manning (LJ 2023), Past Chair Lynne Elliott
(LJ 2014), Secretary Charlene Jones (LJ 2024), Treasurer Bryan Taylor (LJ 2024), Strategy
Committee Chair Scott Wohlers (LJ 2024), Development Chair Paula Bides (LJ 2023), and
Directors Eun Cho (LJ 2025) and Kyle Dorsey (LJ 2017).

1993
Congratulations to Eric Green (LJ 1993) on his upcoming induction into the 2024 First
Coast Business Hall of Fame on November 22 at the Hyatt Regency Jacksonville
Riverfront. Hosted by The Florida Council on Economic Education, the event is chaired by
Jeanne M. Augspurger (LJ 1999).

Congratulations to Nat Ford (LJ 2014) and Kerri Stewart (LJ 2006) who were honored as
2024 Cultural Catalysts at the Annual Arts Awards presented by the Cultural Council of
Greater Jacksonville.

Alumni members who will be serving as officers on the City of Jacksonville Planning
Commission include Vice Chair Tina Meskel (LJ 2020) and Secretary Moné Holder (LJ
2023).

NOTES OF SYMPATHY

Our condolences to Audrey Moran (LJ 1989), her son Jack Moran (LJ 2024/YLJ 2008), her
daughter Mary Kelley Moran  (YLJ 2010), and their family upon the passing of Audrey’s
mother Gladys McKibbin on September 12.

Our thoughts are with Barbara Boone (LJ 1991), her husband Forrest Boone (LJ 1980),
and their family upon the passing of Barbara’s mother Theodora Stone on September 15.

Our sympathy to Susan Ruckman Jezek (LJ 1994) and her family upon the passing of her
mother Delilah Carol Johnson Ruckman on September 20.

SIGN UP TO VOLUNTEER

https://tedxjacksonville.com/2024-conference/
https://www.facebook.com/michael.howland.165?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZXuGmzb89h3ZSNuxMvxvkGlBbpKHyo5sKslpPsL0obVxacmrszE3Y-We-DKr7PacqURu__19xdQSaNZloYb6kc_L06EXuERqWJ2vVBaryOLUtv03WzEFOLHxAb9eogZGAal6_qgZ-ikL3TZZNhh-UUFi7q6vvUpBVe1LF-xCmnZ1Q&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://www.facebook.com/krystaskeeper?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZXuGmzb89h3ZSNuxMvxvkGlBbpKHyo5sKslpPsL0obVxacmrszE3Y-We-DKr7PacqURu__19xdQSaNZloYb6kc_L06EXuERqWJ2vVBaryOLUtv03WzEFOLHxAb9eogZGAal6_qgZ-ikL3TZZNhh-UUFi7q6vvUpBVe1LF-xCmnZ1Q&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://www.fcee.org/fchof
https://secure.leadershipjax.org/np/clients/leadershipjax/survey.jsp?forwardedFromSecureDomain=1&surveyId=10


PAY ANNUAL DUES

STAY IN TOUCH!
Follow Leadership
Jacksonville:

LinkedIn

Facebook

Instagram

Twitter

Join:

LJ Alumni Facebook Group

NextGen Facebook Group

YLJ Facebook Group

MAKE A LEADERSHIP JACKSONVILLE DONATION

DONATE NOW

Many companies sponsor matching gift programs that match the charitable
contributions made by their employees. Check with your employer for details. 

This is a great way to enhance the impact of your giving.

Leadership Jacksonville, Inc. is designated a 501(c) (3) by the Internal Revenue Service: as such, all donations are considered tax deductible.

State of Florida Registration #: CH6020. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM

THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE 800-435-7352 WITHIN THE STATE.

REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION OF THE STATE. 

Leadership Jacksonville | 40 East Adams Street, Ste 230 | Jacksonville, FL 32202 US
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