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Story

Letter from
CEO Gracie Simendinger

Dear Alumni,

Happy New Year! [ hope you and your family had a restful and fulfilling holiday
season.

The LJ Team is back in the office and ready to support your personal and
professional growth.

Few important updates:

® We are ready to launch our alumni portal and activedues paying
members will get a sneak peak in the coming weeks! This portal will
include history of contributions, volunteerism, and the new alumni
directory.

® The LJ flagship application window is now open through Tuesday, January
28th! Please share this opportunity with those who would be strong
candidates for the LJ 2026 class.

® In December, the LJ Board approved the creation of a new lifetime
membership program. If you are interested in learning more, please let
me know. ©

® And last but certainly not least, Celebration 2025 details coming soon!

Thanks for letting LJ be a part of your journey.

Warmly,
Gracie and team


https://secure.leadershipjax.org/forms/renew
https://www.leadershipjax.org/apply-flagship-program/
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Leadership Jacksonville
Class of 2026 Applications
are NOW open through
Tuesday, January 28

The application process is OPEN for the
Leadership Jacksonville Class of 2026 Flagship program.
We are thrilled to report that we received 170 nominations!
Thank you for connecting us with some of the best and the brightest
in the Northeast Florida region.

The deadline to apply is Tuesday, January 28 at 11:59 pm.

Click here to apply
YOU DOUBLED THE IMPACT!

CONGRATULATIONS!

You helped us maximize a $15,000 dollar-for-dollar match!

Many of you renewed your alumni dues and gave in support of the dollar-to-dollar
matching gift campaign through the Lightful Academy BRIDGE program in partnership
with the Jessie Ball duPont Fund. Every dollar raised ensures we develop strong leaders
through each of our programs, positively impacting Northeast Florida for years to come.

THANK YOU!


https://www.leadershipjax.org/apply-flagship-program/
https://lightful.com/
https://www.dupontfund.org/

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
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Tia Mackey Leathers (LJ 2017) -
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Tia Mackey Leathers (LJ 2017) shares, "what I love most [about LJ] is the intentional time
spent discussing tough topics with such a diverse group of people. I have made many
personal and professional connections through Leadership Jacksonville, both within my
class and with other classes."” Tia enjoys serving on the Economic Hardship Day (formerly
known as Poverty Day) committee and meeting incoming classes on a continual basis. "The
Poverty Day simulation experience stands out the most for me. I grew up on the northside
of Jacksonville and knew many of my peers struggled, but walking back to my seat with
the chairs 'turned down' to show my family was evicted was heartbreaking."

Tia enjoys enjoys staying in touch with her class who continue to call on each other for
support in challenging times while also sharing lots of laughter. "I wouldn't trade the Class
of 2017 for the world! I would recommend Leadership Jacksonville to anyone who leads
and serves in this city, whether they moved here or have been here all their lives. There's
so much to learn about our community and how to lead with compassion,” shared Tia.

LJ 2025 EDUCATION DAY RECAP
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Sponsored bv The Bolles School. L) 2025 particinated in Education Dav on December 12.
The class discussed the challenaes facina K-12 and hiaher education while explorina the
opportunities available to support students' educational iournev. Thank vou to Florida
State Colleae at Jacksonville (FCSJ), Raines High School, and KIPP Public Charter Schools
for partnering with us this year.



https://www.bolles.org/

LEADERSHIP CONNECT

Leadership Jacksonville alumni members enjoyed meeting up through
breakfast, lunch, or happy hour gatherings.If you are interested in
hosting, please email Manisha Joshi.

Sign up to attend an upcoming gathering:

Happy Hour with Debbie Johnson (LJ 2011) and Mary Fisher (LJ 2006),
January 9 - Reservations full
Breakfast with Tom Caron (LJ 2024), January 14
Lunch with Manisha Joshi, aka Jack Leader, January 22
Happy Hour with Al Emerick (LJ 2004), January 28

UPCOMING EVENTS AND PROGRAM DAYS

LJ 2026 Applications Open

Now through Tuesday, January 28

LJ 2025 Health Day
Thursday, January 9

YLJ 2025 Leading for Our Neighbors' Well-Being Day
Thursday, January 16

LJ 2025 Culture of Belonging Day
Thursday, February 6

Past L) Board Presidents’ Breakfast
Friday, February 7


mailto:manisha@leadershipjax.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-52486832-leadership#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-53957884-leadership#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-53865341-leadership#/
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YLJ 2025 Program Day
Thursday, February 13

UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS

January
Tommie Reilly (NLS 2024) and Aundra Wallace (NLS 2014) are among the panelists at

The 2025 Economic Outlook presented by the Jacksonville Business Journal. The event
takes place on Tuesday, January 21, and offers economic insights from world-class experts
and senior economists to help translate economic trends.

January and February

The Women's Board President Kendra McCrary (LJ 2004) and Florida Forum Speaker
Series Co-Chair Maxine McBride (LJ 2011) invite Leadership Jacksonville alumni to attend
the Florida Forum Speaker Series at a discounted rate. Speakers include Deepak Chopra
with moderator Shad Kahn on Wednesday, January 15th, and Carl Hiaasen with moderator
Mark Woods on Wednesday, February 12th. Visit the Florida Forum website, click Affinity
Group Tickets, and add the promo code LJ40 for a 40% discount at checkout.

Scenic Jacksonville Board of Directors Laura D’Alisera (LJ 1989), Bill Hoff (L) 2023),
Michael Kirwan (L) 2025), and Nancy Powell (LJ 2024) invite alumni members to Scenic
Jacksonville's 5th Annual Great Cities Symposium on Thursday, February 6 at the Garden
Club of Jacksonville. The event features speaker Carol Coletta, CEO of the Memphis River
Park Partnership.

May

Alumni members being honored at the 2025 OneJax Humanitarian Awards event
include Gold Medallion for Lifetime Achievement recipient Charles McIntosh (Honorary),
President’s Medallion recipient Johnetta Betsch Cole (Honorary), and Silver Medallion
recipients Debbie Buckland (LJ 2009), Josh Martino (LJ 2015), and John Peyton (L
1991). The event takes place on Thursday, May 1 at the Jacksonville Center for the
Performing Arts.

:I Activating Catalyst through convenings

Each Convening will have a Service Chair and a Data Chair. They will work to bring nonprofits together
and collectively tell our story.
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Linda Levin Diana Donovan Monte Walker
Chief Executive President and CEQ
Officer Habitat for Humanity
ElderSource

Alumni members Tyler Morris (LJ 2021), Nancy Powell (L) 2024), Diana Donovan (LJ
2021), Cindy Funkhouser (LJ 2014), Lonnie Marts, Jr. (LJ 2025), Rachael Tutwiler
Fortune (LJ 2022), Nicole Hamm (LJ 2022), David Garfunkel (LJ 2021) and Carlton
Robinson (LJ 2021) have been selected to chair the Nonprofit Center of Northeast
Florida's Catalyst conveners.
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CLASS SOCIALS

P

LJ alumni members were spotted at Foxtail Coffee on December 17.

L to R: Nicole Bryan (LJ Vice President of Programs), Coley Jones (L) 2014/YL) 1994), Josh Martino (LJ
2015), Melanie Patz (L) 2006), Jason Spencer (LJ 2015), and Gracie Simendinger (LJ CEO).

ALUMNI CLASS NOTES

Submit your news to manisha@leadershipjax.org

Correction:

Sharon Simmons (LJ 2001) was elected President of the Women's Center of Jacksonville
(WCJ) board of directors. Sharon was incorrectly stated as the founder of the WCJ. She is
one of the founders and is excited to lead the organization into its 30th year.

2005

Jackie Rowland (YLJ 2005) was named a Region B finalist for the National Association of
Home Builders Young Professional Awards. This recognition celebrates building industry
professionals under the age of 45 who drive innovation and growth in the home building
industry. The awards event takes place at the International Builders' Show, February 25-
27 in Las Vegas, NV.

2007
Rosa Beckett (L) 2007) completed the 2024 Leadership Mississippi program through the
Mississippi Economic Council (MEC).

2009
Mark LeMaire (LJ 2009) re-joined The Community Foundation for Northeast Florida in a
new role as Vice President, Strategic Donor Initiatives.

2013
Congratulations to Tim Cost (NLS 2013) on



mailto:manisha@leadershipjax.org
https://www.buildersshow.com/#:~:text=The 2025 NAHB International Builders' Show%C2%AE (IBS) is,and learn from leading experts.

receiving the Downtowner of the Year Award
from Downtown Vision at the 10th annual
Downtown Jax Awards event on December 10.

Shown here with Jake Gordon (NLS 2016)

2016
Mike Huskey (L) 2016) joined the United Way of Northeast Florida Board of Directors.

Ken Babby (NLS 2016) was named one of Crain's Cleveland Business Power 150
celebrating business leaders in the Northeast Ohio community.

2018

Janel LeGard (L) 2018) has written a
storybook and coloring book about
architecture for elementary through high
school students, called You Can Be, Me
Too! A Week in the Life of An Architect.

Keith Marks (LJ 2018) was featured in The Brattleboro Reformer sharing about the next
phase of his professional journey as becomes the Executive Director at The Colonial
Theatre in Keene, NH.

Alicia Somers (LJ 2018) joined the Florida Nonprofit Alliance's Board of Directors.

Alanna Luksha (NextGen 2018) was selected as a 40 Under 40 honoree by the Association
of Chamber of Commerce Executives.

2019

Kemal Gasper (LJ 2019) was appointed to The Mayor's Advisory Commission on
Television, Motion Picture & Commercial Production by City of Jacksonville Mayor Donna
Deagan. The Commission consists of 16 members who assist the Jacksonville Film &
Television Office, a division of the Office of Economic Development.

2020
Tom Birdsong (LJ 2020) joined The Scarlett Group as President.

Robyn Cenizal (L) 2020) announced her retirement as Director at the Manhattan Strategy
Group.

2024
Desiree Jones (LJ 2024) was honored by Jacksonville University's Center for Men's Mental



https://www.crainscleveland.com/awards/2024-crains-power-150
http://shop.legardarchitecture.com
https://www.reformer.com/arts_and_culture/keith-marks-departs-next-stage-arts/article_5710285a-bafb-11ef-b505-4ffb2a452c52.html

Wellness with a Clinical Mental Health Counseling Award.

Lacey Rumberger (NextGen 2024) graduated with a Master of
Business Administration with a Digital Marketing specialization
from the Gies College of Business, University of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign.

Congratulations to Alex Burton (LJ 2025) on his promotion to Executive Vice President -
Florida at Gallagher.

April Murdaugh (L) 2025) completed the Black In Business program offered through
Goldman Sachs. The educational program is dedicated to equipping sole proprietors with
the tools necessary to turn their business potential into business growth.

Kady Yellow (LJ 2025) was accepted into the Spring 2025 cohort of the Lincoln Vibrant
Communities Fellows Program, a collaborative initiative by Claremont Lincoln University
(CLU) and the Lincoln Institute of Land Policy (LILP).

COMBINED CLASSES & HONORARY

Led by Eric Mann (NLS 2012), the First Coast YMCA announced the addition of four new
members to its Metropolitan Board of Directors with three-year terms. Former board
chair Darnell Smith (LJ 2000) returns as a board member.

Kemal Gasper (L) 2019) and Whitney
Meyer (LJ 2022) co-hosted and emceed the
READ USA Peace in the Pages Luncheon on
October 2024.

Haskell employees and alumni members
enjoyed a quarterly lunch together.

L to R: Mike Huskey (LJ 2016), Rusty Grim
(NextGen 2022), Ally Hale Guilloux (NextGen
2024), Robert Jackson (LJ 2022), and Olta Tarko
Pena (NextGen 2024).



https://fcymca.org/first-coast-ymca-announces-additions-to-its-metro-board-of-directors/

SIGN UP TO VOLUNTEER

PAY ANNUAL DUES

Follow Leadership Jacksonville: Join:

LinkedIn LJ Alumni Facebook Group
Facebook NextGen Facebook Group
Instagram YLJ Facebook Group
Twitter

MAKE A LEADERSHIP JACKSONVILLE DONATION

DONATE NOW

Many companies sponsor matching gift programs that match the charitable
contributions made by their employees. Check with your employer for details.

This is a great way to enhance the impact of your giving.

Leadership Jacksonville, Inc. is designated a 501(c) (3) by the Internal Revenue Service: as such, all donations are considered tax deductible.
State of Florida Registration #: CH6020. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM
THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE 800-435-7352 WITHIN THE STATE.

REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION OF THE STATE.
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