
 

Mark your calendars for Thursday, May 22nd
​as we celebrate three exemplary leaders who are

instrumental in building a stronger Northeast Florida
region through their oustanding leadership and

dedication to the community.

Celebration is our annual fundraiser benefitting
Youth Leadership Jacksonville and ensures local high

https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=elykinnovationinternetstrategy&nav=74adc3c5-3cc4-49ce-8980-faf1afee30d2


school students have access to experiential learning
and leadership opportunities.

Sponsorship Info

Join us from 5-8 pm at the Schultz Center
in support of Youth Leadership Jacksonville.

 
For event information, visit the event page.

Tickets will be available soon.

 

Past LJ Board Presidents' Breakfast
The annual breakfast brought together LJ Board leadership from 1979 class graduates to
the present. The earliest board president in the group served LJ in 1984. The reunion
provided LJ Presidents an opportunity to reconnect, learn more about the strategic plan,
and share leadership insights. 

Front row L to R: Barbara Darby (LJ 1993) President 2001; Gracie Simendinger (LJ CEO), Cynthia Griffin
(LJ 2011), Current President; Barbara Drake (LJ 1992), President 2003; and Linda Lindenmoyer (LJ 2018),
Immediate Past President. 

Back row L to R: Carlton Jones (LJ 1990), President 1996; Wade Barnes (LJ 1995), President 1999;
Courtenay Wilson (LJ 1979), President 1984; Deborah Moore (LJ 2003), President 2015; Karen Mayfield
(LJ 2006), President 2017; Michael Howland (LJ 2012), President 2023; John Bottaro (LJ 1993), President
2007; Kathy Miller (LJ 2015), President 2022; Don Padgett (LJ 1989), President 1995; Justin Terry (LJ
2005) President 2013; and Doug Milne (LJ 1978), President 1983.

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

https://files.constantcontact.com/f2931cd6201/5a126d95-add5-4d62-9c89-0d383e405ffe.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.google.com/maps/dir//4019+Boulevard+Center+Dr,+Jacksonville,+FL+32207/@30.3014428,-81.7009874,12z/data=!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x88e5b7302b84bf19:0xf0b3f969a00fe8f2!2m2!1d-81.6186014!2d30.301484?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDEyMS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.leadershipjax.org/programs/youth-leadership-jacksonville/
https://www.leadershipjax.org/celebration-2025/


Abel pictured here with his son Abel

Even though Abel Harding (LJ 2013) has called the city home for nearly three decades, it
was the LJ experience where he gained different perspectives. Abel shared, "Once you are
an LJ alum, you’re part of a network - an incredibly diverse group of people who care
deeply about this city. More than a decade after going through the program, I’m still
engaged and proud to be part of this organization."

"The LJ program affords you the opportunity to learn about the city and goes beyond our
circles inviting us to interact with people and organizations you may not otherwise learn
about. I have made great friends through LJ, both with folks in my own class and with
alumni from other years," said Abel.

Abel serves as chair of JAXUSA Partnership, is vice chair of the board of trustees of the
Cummer Museum of Art and Gardens, and also serves on the advisory board for St. Mary’s
Episcopal Church, which is an organization committed to providing fresh vegetables and
food staples to individuals and families in need.

Abel shared, "Like many others, I came to Jacksonville under the assumption that I would
leave after a few years. After nearly three decades, it’s fair to say it has become home. I’ve
made true friendships, built a family, and become deeply invested in the future of this city.
Leadership Jacksonville was part of that journey. I’m thankful for the organization, its staff,
and the thousands of people who have gone through its programs. I trust it remains an
indelible part of Jacksonville for many years to come."

LJ 2025 HEALTH DAY RECAP



Sponsored by Availity, LJ 2025 explored some of the complex dynamics of health care
both locally and nationally on January 9 for Health Day. Speakers discussed the many
factors that influence health inequities and its impact on the quality of life and health.
Thank you to Brooks Rehabilitation for partnering with us.

YLJ 2025 LEADING FOR OUR NEIGHBORS WELL-
BEING DAY RECAP

Sponsored by Brooks Rehabilitation , YLJ 2025 class participants explored the
complexities of human needs in our community during Leading for our Neighbors' Well-
Being Day. Through tours at Brooks Rehabilitation and Feeding Northeast Florida, the class
learned about the resources available to support our neighbors.

LEADERSHIP CONNECT

Leadership Jacksonville alumni members enjoyed meeting up through
breakfast, lunch, or happy hour gatherings.If you are interested in

hosting, please email Manisha Joshi.

https://www.availity.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/brooks-rehabilitation/
https://brooksrehab.org/locations/brooks-rehabilitation-hospital-university-campus/
https://feedingnefl.org/
mailto:manisha@leadershipjax.org


Sign up to attend an upcoming gathering:

Lunch with Sunil Ancha (LJ 2020) and Dale Johnston (LJ 2020), February 11
Happy Hour with Nicole Hamm (LJ 2022), February 19

Lunch with Ali Jaffery (LJ 2023), February 27
Lunch with Michael Howland (LJ 2012) and Karen Mayfield (LJ 2006), March 6

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-54307290-leadership#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-54752040-leadership#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-54630063-leadership#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-55054727-leadership#/


Alumni members Paola Parra Harris (LJ 2003) and Chris Hand (LJ 2014) invite you
to apply for one of Leadership Florida’s programs: Cornerstone, Connect, and
Education. The application window is open now through March 4.
 
To learn more, join the Leadership Florida Northeast Region Council and fellow
members on February 25 from 5:30 - 8:00 PM for a free Leadership Florida
application workshop, sponsored by Paola Parra Harris (LJ 2003) of Parra Harris
Law. You will have the opportunity to network with Leadership Florida members,
gain insights into their experiences, and receive program application guidance.

Leadership Florida is a unique organization that takes a holistic view of the
conditions and challenges facing Florida and offers a continuum for expanding the
impact of community leaders across the state. 

UPCOMING EVENTS AND PROGRAM DAYS

YLJ 2025 Leading with Compromise: Balancing Business and
Environmental Interests Day

​Thursday, February 13

LJ 2025 Economy, Growth and Preservation Day 1
Thursday, March 6

YLJ 2025 Closing Retreat and Graduation
Saturday, March 8

Celebration 2025
Thursday, May 22

https://shared.outlook.inky.com/link?domain=www.leadershipflorida.org&t=h.eJxljssOgjAQRX-FdC20U96s_JVJO0C1SjNg0Bj_XeoGjdt77uspbuxFl4hxWcLcSbmua-YJLfE8utD7iZ3FbOJBYgj-kU6cMvXE4pCIcwzu5vSEd3nBq5tHPO7ypn7yyuZ1nRtjK7SqL3WhCdCUoFRTNQBKQp23WhdlobNqo9DoOEJxZGA0jv5Lo8H-vvgibiPwegOgeEhI.MEUCIGCf-Ksi05_QDM383SdmfTtcA2Gcnj1LMbPjgwpmMEbDAiEAyr9xRyZzHq65cmJBxVuFYDxpqoGlMccU07sPYQYQdCI
https://www.leadershipflorida.org/events/leadership-florida---northeast-region---application-workshop
https://www.leadershipjax.org/celebration-2025/


UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS

Ongoing
Alumni members Tyler Morris (LJ 2021), Nancy Powell (LJ 2024), Diana Donovan (LJ
2021), Cindy Funkhouser (LJ 2014), Lonnie Marts, Jr. (LJ 2025), Rachael Tutwiler
Fortune (LJ 2022), Nicole Hamm (LJ 2022), David Garfunkel (LJ 2021) and Carlton
Robinson (LJ 2021) have been selected to chair the Nonprofit Center of Northeast
Florida’s Catalyst Conveners, which have multiple gatherings scheduled.

February
The Women's Board President Kendra McCrary (LJ 2004) and Florida Forum Speaker
Series Co-Chair Maxine McBride (LJ 2011) invite Leadership Jacksonville alumni to attend
the Florida Forum Speaker Series at a discounted rate. Speaker Carl Hiaasen will be
moderated by Mark Woods on Wednesday, February 12. Visit the Florida Forum website ,
click Affinity Group Tickets, and add the promo code LJ40 for a 40% discount at checkout.

Jewish Community Alliance CEO Adam Chaskin (LJ 2021) and First Coast YMCA President
and CEO Eric Mann (NLS 2012) invite alumni to sign up for the annual Racing Against
Hate, a 5k and Fun Run on Sunday, February 23. The partnership between the Jewish
Community Alliance (JCA) and aims to help foster inclusion and fight prejudice in our
community. 

Several Alumni members will be mentors at the Jacksonville Business Journal's Mentoring
Monday on Monday, February 24. Mentoring Monday allows one-on-one and small group
discussions with top leaders to gain insights, guidance, and inspiration with each mentor.
Use promo code JBJFRIENDS to receive $15 off.

LJ invites alumni members to attend the following Mental Health workshops hosted by
Starting Point Behavioral Healthcare, fully sponsored by the City of Jacksonville:

Adult MHFA: AMHFA will teach you the signs and symptoms of mental health and
substance use challenges among adults ages 18 and older. February 27 from 9:30am
– 4pm
Youth MHFA: YMHFA will teach you the signs and symptoms of mental health and
substance use challenges among children and adolescents ages 6-18. February 25
from 9am – 4pm Virtual
Question. Persuade. Refer (QPR) Virtual Sessions: these classes teach how to
recognize the warning signs of a suicide crisis and how to question, persuade and
refer someone to help.

February 21: from 10am -12pm
February 24: 8am – 10am
February 28: 10am – 12pm

https://nonprofitctr.org/events-calendar/catalyst-convening-series/
https://giving.baptistjax.com/event/2024-2025-florida-forum-affinity-groups/e600814
https://runsignup.com/Race/FL/Jacksonville/RaceAgainstHate
https://www.bizjournals.com/jacksonville/event/171611/2025/mentoring-monday-2025
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1221321147429?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1221177618129?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1115935275449?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1115938816039?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1115758857779?aff=oddtdtcreator


March
​Laureen Husband (LJ 2023) invites alumni to the 2025 Duval County Food Summit to
learn how to foster a sustainable and equitable food system for all on Saturday, March 8.

LJ Alumni members Natalya Roby (NLS 2024) and Kady Yellow (LJ 2025) are among the
Jacksonville Business Journal's 2025 Women of Influence honorees. The event will take
place on Thursday, March 27, and celebrates women accomplishing changes in their
industries and making a difference across Northeast Florida.

May
Alumni members being honored at the 2025 OneJax Humanitarian Awards event
include Gold Medallion for Lifetime Achievement recipient Charles McIntosh (Honorary),
President’s Medallion recipient Johnetta Betsch Cole (Honorary), and Silver Medallion
recipients Debbie Buckland (LJ 2009), Josh Martino (LJ 2015), and John Peyton (LJ
1991). The event takes place on Thursday, May 1.

CLASS SOCIALS

LJ 2021 met for coffee at Southern Grounds in January

LJ 2021 Alumni members are invited to lunch socials on February 24 and March 31 from
11:30 am -1:00 pm at Cava at the Town Center, and for Coffee Conversations on February
20 and March 20 at 8:00 am at Southern Grounds, San Marco . RSVP to Madelen Salter at
msalter@officeimagesinc.com. 

SPOTTED AROUND TOWN

LJ 2022 Alumni members were spotted at
The 37th annual Martin Luther King, Jr.
Breakfast on January 17.

LJ Alumni members came together for an
"unplanned" meetup at Grape & Grain
Exchange on January 29.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/seeds-of-change-planting-the-future-of-food-in-duval-county-tickets-1223795397979?aff=oddtdtcreator&fbclid=IwY2xjawIN_lVleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHckX2jPLRrgjUbsIq2eu_eyKijMnYGxbjEWF89Zasqv8ULCZt3MhuOF1fw_aem_kfJDo5vqkpk9BU3VLsjShw
https://www.bizjournals.com/jacksonville/event/170708/2025/women-of-influence-awards-2025
https://onejax.org/programs/humanitarian-awards/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/CAVA/@30.2592966,-81.5277644,17z/data=!4m14!1m7!3m6!1s0x88e5b5bc08220c7b:0x43650ada39d56865!2sCAVA!8m2!3d30.2592966!4d-81.5277644!16s%2Fg%2F11sc0jjfws!3m5!1s0x88e5b5bc08220c7b:0x43650ada39d56865!8m2!3d30.2592966!4d-81.5277644!16s%2Fg%2F11sc0jjfws?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDIwMy4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/dir//1671+Atlantic+Blvd,+Jacksonville,+FL+32207/@30.3067165,-81.7325739,12z/data=!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x88e5b7b5faafcb79:0x5e3e6ab736f5f307!2m2!1d-81.6501726!2d30.3067423?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDIwMy4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
mailto:msalter@officeimagesinc.com


ALUMNI CLASS NOTES

Submit your news to manisha@leadershipjax.org 
 

1993
Congratulations to Robert Harris (LJ 1993) on receiving the Service Above Self Award from
the Rotary Club of South Jacksonville. 

​2002
Sam Inman (LJ 2002) received the Distinguished
Alumni Achievement Award from the University of
North Florida (UNF). The award is given to a UNF
graduate that has made significant contributions to
his or her profession, community and/or society, and
consistently maintained the pursuit of excellence as a
representative and graduate of UNF.

2004
Jeanne Maron (LJ 2004) was installed as the 2025 President of the Jacksonville Women's
Network.

2020
Courtney Weatherby-Hunter (LJ 2020) joined the Association of Fundraising
Professionals (AFP) FL First Coast Chapter mentor program.

2012
Michael Mayo (NLS 2012) is one of the speakers at the ACHE 2025 Congress on
Healthcare Leadership March 24-27 in Houston, TX.

2013
Patrick Kilbane (LJ 2013) was appointed to Florida’s Fourth Judicial Circuit  by Governor
Ron DeSantis.

2015
Congratulations to Timothy Groover (LJ 2015) on being named a Chief Medical Officer to
Know by Becker's Hospital Review. In 2014, Timothy became the first African American
physician to be elected to the board of directors of Baptist Health. During his 25-year
tenure as a physician leader at Baptist Health, he has served in many leadership roles,
including chief of staff, chief of the department of anesthesiology, medical board and
executive committee chair.

2019
Kevin Carrico (LJ 2019) was named Legislator of the Year by the Northeast Florida Builders
Association (NEFBA).

​Javon Knight (NextGen 2019) joined Pittman Law Group as
the Assistant Director of Federal Affairs.

mailto:manisha@leadershipjax.org
https://congress.ache.org/?snoball_referral=27Xz&snoball_referral_media=linkedin
https://www.flgov.com/eog/news/press/2024/governor-ron-desantis-makes-sixty-three-judicial-nominating-commission-appointments
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/180-chief-medical-officers-to-know-2025.html?fbclid=IwY2xjawIPBypleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHc8qsu-YIRPPY0SAuHYxSdSZG1pH_rt4pY-3SIWuhvd2bI26rm16sMCXaA_aem_SxLDkEdVsG2dIFMSIMDG6A


Pascal Rathle (NextGen 2019) was promoted to Chief of Staff at De Jong Capital and was
also appointed as Senior Advisor to Shafik Gabr.

2020
Katherine Hardwick (LJ 2020) joined Detect-ION as the Chief Marketing Officer.

2021
Carmina Aldana (LJ 2021) received the Presidential Award for Filipino Individuals and
Organizations Overseas (PAFIOO) on behalf of The Neurosurgery Outreach Foundation
(NOF). The awards event was held at the Ceremonial Hall of Malacanang Palace in the
Philippines on December 11. 

Lori Hershey (LJ 2021) joined Children’s Home Society as Director, Wilkinson Jr. High
School, a Community Partnership School. 

Tim Page (LJ 2021) was named Scoutmaster of Boy Scout Troop 35 at Southside
Methodist Church. Tim also joined the board of Coaches Honor, a Christian ministry.

2022
Jennifer Betancourt Peterson (LJ 2022) joined TSG Advisors as an Advisor after 18 years
at FSCJ.

​Whitney Meyer (LJ 2022) was named one of the 2025 Women
of Distinction Honorees at the Girl Scouts of Gateway Council
Northeast Florida Winter Soiree on January 30. The event
honors local female leaders who embody the Girl Scout
Promise & Law.

2023
Darrin Eakins (LJ 2023) was featured in Forbes online sharing about the philanthropic
mission behind his company DuBlasé.

Bill Hoff (LJ 2023) received the Joyce Holbrook Advocacy Award from Springfield
Preservation and Revitalization (SPAR) for his contributions to the organization and
Historic Springfield over the last 16 years.

Matt Price (LJ 2023) joined Seacoast Bank as Senior Vice President, Commercial Banker.

Millie Leeds (NextGen 2023) joined Jimerson Birr as a Marketing & Branding Coordinator.

2024

https://www.forbes.com/sites/claudiaalarcon/2024/06/19/meet-dublas-the-black-owned-whiskey-with-a-philantropic-mission/?fbclid=PAZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAaYTvBh9G7FF7BCAj9dVG9yfqvnpQClO165HN8f2DSqeXLFpI3xsT67THK4_aem_8yFw6Ii7rMg-KLjE92rMhQ


Melissa Fulmore Hardwick (LJ 2024) was selected as the Head of the Corporate Social
Program for Project RISE by CSI's parent company, RGF Staffing.

Nancy Powell (LJ 2024) and her husband Ted were featured in The Resident sharing their
experiences as residences in the community and how they enjoy staying engaged.

Brittany Upchurch (NextGen 2024) joined the 2025 Association of Fundraising
Professionals (AFP) First Coast Chapter Board.

COMBINED CLASSES & HONORARY

Led by Moez Limayem (NLS 2023), the University of North Florida announced its newly
named Silverfield College of Education and Human Services  following a
transformational gift from Gary and Laine Silverfield (LJ 1995).

Several alumni members were appointed to the JAX Chamber 2025 executive
committee and board of directors. Each of them are responsible for ensuring that the
Chamber is mission driven, financially responsible, and takes formal policy positions on
behalf of its members.

Harrison Conyers (LJ 2001), Abel Harding (LJ 2013) and Madelen Salter (LJ 2021) are
among the JAXUSA Partnership 2025 Chairs.

Anjali Jain Lueck (LJ 2020) and Tracy Williams (LJ 2020) are dance contestants at River
City Dancing With The Stars benefiting the Jacksonville Children’s Chorus on April 26,
and will also feature Showcase dancer Giselle Carson (LJ 2005).

The Honorable Audrey Moran (LJ 1989) and Sabeen Perwaiz (LJ 2016) launched the
podcast Honest Reflections sharing their reflections on living with and battling breast

https://residentnews.net/the-way-we-were-ted-and-nancy-powell/
https://www.jaxdailyrecord.com/news/2025/jan/27/silverfield-college-of-education-and-human-services-announced-at-unf/?_fl_id=dc765add-a7e7-449b-b9ec-1cc9e4930d53&em=bWFuaXNoYUBsZWFkZXJzaGlwamF4Lm9yZw-&utm_campaign=JaxDR_1282025
https://www.jaxdailyrecord.com/news/2025/jan/14/jax-chamber-announces-2025-board-executive-committee/?_fl_id=dc765add-a7e7-449b-b9ec-1cc9e4930d53&em=bWFuaXNoYUBsZWFkZXJzaGlwamF4Lm9yZw--&utm_campaign=JaxDR_1152025
https://jaxusa.org/news/jaxusa-partnership-announces-2025-chairs/
https://www.rivercitydwts.com/
https://open.spotify.com/show/2mmcQvgAuwHokuHcGtOfiU


cancer.

Alumni members Debbie Buckland (LJ 2009), Irvin PeDro Cohen  (LJ 2014), Harrison
Conyers (LJ 2001), Michael Corrigan (LJ 1997), Dawn Gilman (LJ 2018), Eric Green (LJ
1993), Dawn Lockhart (Honorary), Bill Sorenson (LJ 2015), and Aundra Wallace (NLS
2014) shared their expertise about the issues and challenges in the year ahead in the
Jacksonville Daily Record series Expert Insights 2025.

Steve Halverson (Honorary) was promoted to Chairman at Gilbane, Inc.

IN SYMPATHY

Our condolences to the family and friends of Paul M. Crum, Sr. (LJ 1984) on his passing
on December 7.

Our condolences to Vicki Waytowich (LJ 2016) and her family upon the passing of her
mother Mary Rose Malone on January 2.

Our condolences to Jessica Evans (LJ 2015) and her family upon the passing of her father
Robert “Bob” Patrick McGinty on January 3.

Our sympathy is with the family and friends of former LJ Associate Director Barbara Boone
(LJ 1991) on the passing of her husband Forrest Boone (LJ 1980) on January 13.

Our thoughts are with Cheryl Seals-Mobley Gonzalez (LJ 2012) and her family on the
passing of her father John Seals on January 21.

Our condolences to the family and friends of Betty Petway (LJ 1997) upon her passing on
January 27.

SIGN UP TO VOLUNTEER

PAY ANNUAL DUES

STAY IN TOUCH!
        

Follow Leadership Jacksonville:

LinkedIn

Facebook

Instagram

Twitter

Join:

LJ Alumni Facebook Group

NextGen Facebook Group

YLJ Facebook Group
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https://www.facebook.com/leadership.jax/
https://www.instagram.com/leadershipjax/
https://twitter.com/LeadershipJax
https://www.facebook.com/groups/leadershipjaxmembers
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ljnextgeneration
https://www.facebook.com/groups/yljalumni


MAKE A LEADERSHIP JACKSONVILLE DONATION

DONATE NOW

Many companies sponsor matching gift programs that match the charitable
contributions made by their employees. Check with your employer for details. 

This is a great way to enhance the impact of your giving.

Leadership Jacksonville, Inc. is designated a 501(c) (3) by the Internal Revenue Service: as such, all donations are considered tax deductible.

State of Florida Registration #: CH6020. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM

THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE 800-435-7352 WITHIN THE STATE.

REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION OF THE STATE. 
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