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Join us at the Schultz Center on Thursday, May 22nd as we
celebrate three exemplary leaders instrumental in building a
stronger Northeast Florida region through their oustanding

leadership and dedication to the community. Funds raised from
Celebration will support access to Leadership Jacksonville
programs including Youth Leadership Jacksonville (YLJ).

https://www.leadershipjax.org/celebration-2025/
https://files.constantcontact.com/f2931cd6201/5a126d95-add5-4d62-9c89-0d383e405ffe.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.google.com/maps/dir//4019+Boulevard+Center+Dr,+Jacksonville,+FL+32207/@30.3014428,-81.7009874,12z/data=!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x88e5b7302b84bf19:0xf0b3f969a00fe8f2!2m2!1d-81.6186014!2d30.301484?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDEyMS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.leadershipjax.org/programs/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=elykinnovationinternetstrategy&nav=74445b54-51da-4439-a421-e6950a360e9b


YLJ is a seven-month leadership program for high school
sophomores from Baker, Clay, Duval, and St. Johns counties. 

New Leadership Summit 2025
Sponsored by Office Images and Jimerson Birr, New Leadership Summit 2025 was held
February 17 and 18 at The Lodge & Club Ponte Vedra. The summit brought together 19 C-
suite executives from across Northeast Florida and provided each of them an opportunity
to engage with local leaders on current topics and issues.

NLS 2025 L to R: Greg Poulakos, EVP Market Solutions, USAble Life; Steven Hughes,
Director of Operations, CMC Steel Florida; Britt Morgan-Saks, CEO, The June Group; Lee
Smith, Executive Director of THE PLAYERS Championship, PGA TOUR; Francisco Castro,
CEO, JASMYN, Inc.; Jeff Ettling, PhD, President & CEO, Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens; Ann
King, President, BHHS Florida Network Realty; Scott Evans, Vice President for Institutional
Advancement, Executive Director of the FSCJ Foundation, Florida State College at
Jacksonville; Shannon Testa, General Manager, The Anderson-DuBose Company; Paul
Thompson, Managing Partner, Forvis Mazars; Kimmie Winston (LJ 1992), Trustee,
Winston Family Foundation; Dennis Whittle, CEO, Jacksonville Civic Council; Mike Smith,
EVP, Corporate Communications and Marketing, Acosta Group; Chris Howard, Executive
Vice President, Swisher International; Michelle Dennard , Vice President and Regional
Executive, Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta - Jacksonville Branch; Elizabeth Thompson,
Founder and CEO, Intuitive Quest; Scott Kashman, President/ CEO, Ascension St. Vincent's
Riverside; Tanya Ramos Puig, CEO, The Monique Burr Foundation; Not pictured: Bryan
Moll, CEO, Gateway Jax

https://www.officeimagesinc.com/jacksonville/
https://www.jimersonfirm.com/


Higher Education Panel:
L to R: Zachary Faison, Jr. (NLS 2019), President
and CEO, Edward Waters University; Tim Cost (NLS
2013), President, Jacksonville University; Donna
Deegan, Mayor, City of Jacksonville; John
Avendano �(NLS 2022), President, Florida State
College at Jacksonville; Moez Limayem (NLS
2023), President, University of North Florida; and
John Delaney (LJ 1986), President, Flagler College.

NLS Planning Committee:
L to R: Linda Lindenmoyer (LJ 2018), J.F. Bryan
(Honorary), Maxine McBride (LJ 2011), Jerry
Mallot (LJ 1995), Karen Mathis (LJ 1998), and
Justin Terry (LJ 2005).

Past Presidents Breakfast 2025
The Past Presidents Breakfast brought together LJ Board leadership from 1979 class
graduates to the present. The earliest board president in the group served LJ in 1984. The
annual reunion provided LJ presidents an opportunity to reconnect, learn more about the
strategic plan, and share leadership insights. 

Front row L to R: Barbara Darby (LJ 1993) President 2001; Gracie Simendinger (LJ CEO), Cynthia Griffin
(LJ 2011), Current President; Barbara Drake (LJ 1992), President 2003; and Linda Lindenmoyer (LJ 2018),
Immediate Past President. 

Back row L to R: Carlton Jones (LJ 1990), President 1996; Wade Barnes (LJ 1995), President 1999;
Courtenay Wilson (LJ 1979), President 1984; Jerry Mallot (LJ 1995), President 2012; Deborah Moore (LJ
2003), President 2015; Karen Mayfield (LJ 2006), President 2017; Michael Howland (LJ 2012), President
2023; John Bottaro (LJ 1993), President 2007; Kathy Miller (LJ 2015), President 2022; Don Padgett (LJ
1989), President 1995; Justin Terry (LJ 2005) President 2013; and Doug Milne (LJ 1978), President 1983.

LJ 2025 CULTURE OF BELONGING DAY



Sponsored by JEA Academy, LJ 2025 participated in Culture of Belonging Day on February
6 at the University of North Florida. Attendees expanded their awareness of personal
perspectives and differences and the impact that their stories can have on others. To view
more pics, click here.

YLJ 2025 LEADING WITH COMPROMISE:
BALANCING BUSINESS AND ENVIRONMENTAL
INTERESTS DAY

https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7295582529812647936/


YLJ 2025 enjoyed Leading with Compromise: Balancing Business and Environmental
Interests Day on February 13 at The Jessie. The class worked together on different
situational scenarios encouraging problem-solving and team-building, exploring
Northeast Florida's economy, business landscape and ecological footprint.

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

Bill Sorenson (LJ 2015) shared, “I think a lot like Groucho Marx who said, ‘I refuse to join
any club that would have me as a member’. I looked around my class and wondered how
the heck did I get in that group! I’m forever thankful that I got the opportunity to make so
many close friends who have been a great addition to my life. Knowing these are
individuals I can trust is part of what makes LJ unique.” 

“I remember Arts and Culture Day the most as I was impressed by what’s available in the
community. Music is near and dear to me, and it was inspiring to know that I live in such a
deep and varied arts community. I am in investment banking only because I’m a failed
musician. 

“Volunteering with LJ is one of the most rewarding and enjoyable activities I have outside
of work. I’ve been actively involved in Economy, Growth and Preservation Day since I
graduated. First, I was a committee member and then moved into a co-chair role. I’ve co-
chaired with Lisa Rinaman (LJ 2017) for the last few years, and together, having the
opportunity to meet the members of every class and delving deep into the LJ community
has opened so many possibilities. To any alumni members who haven’t been engaged of
late, it is worth your time. Check back in. Lisa and I always need committee members!" Bill
shared.

Among his many community interests, Bill is a 15-year member and past president of the
Rotary Club of Jacksonville, is actively involved in the Association for Corporate Growth
and the Estate Planning Council of Northeast Florida as well as the Band of Brothers (a
men’s affinity group supporting the mission of Rethreaded). He is a member of the
National Advisory Council of the National Association of Women Business Owners
(NAWBO) and serves on the governing body of the Jacksonville Women’s Business
Center’s ATHENA PowerLink program. 



LEADERSHIP CONNECT

Leadership Jacksonville alumni members are meeting up through
breakfast, lunch, or happy hour gatherings. If you are interested in

hosting, please email Manisha Joshi.

Sign up to attend an upcoming gathering:

March 11: Happy Hour with Angela Campbell (LJ 2024)
March 17: Lunch with Robert Harris (LJ 1993) and Chase Harris (LJ
2024/NextGen 2008)
March 25: Lunch with Alanna Luksha (NextGen 2018) and Lawrence
Luksha (NextGen 2019)
April 1: Happy Hour with Richard Naylor (LJ 2024)

UPCOMING EVENTS AND PROGRAM DAYS

LJ 2025 Economy, Growth and Preservation Day 1
​Thursday, March 6

YLJ 2025 Closing Retreat and Graduation
Saturday, March 8

mailto:manisha@leadershipjax.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-55133916-leadership#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-55540740-leadership#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-55406395-leadership#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-55196503-leadership#/


LJ 2025 Economy, Growth and Preservation Day 2
Thursday, April 3

LJ 2025 Arts and Culture Day
Thursday, May 1

LJ 2025 Closing Retreat and Graduation
Thursday-Friday, May 15 and 16

Celebration 2025
Thursday, May 22

UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS

Ongoing
Alumni members Diana Donovan (LJ 2021), Cindy Funkhouser (LJ 2014), David
Garfunkel (LJ 2021), Nicole Hamm (LJ 2022), Linda Levin (LJ 2014), Tyler Morris (LJ
2021), Lonnie Marts, Jr. (LJ 2025), Nancy Powell (LJ 2024), Rachael Tutwiler Fortune (LJ
2022), and Carlton Robinson (LJ 2021) have been selected to chair the Nonprofit Center
of Northeast Florida’s Catalyst Conveners, which have multiple gatherings scheduled.

March
​Laureen Husband (LJ 2023) invites alumni to the 2025 Duval County Food Summit to
learn how to foster a sustainable and equitable food system for all at Feeding Northeast
Florida on Saturday, March 8.

Moderated by Dennis Whittle (NLS 2025), NextUp JAX and Council EDGE are hosting a
panel discussion, Revitalizing Downtown: Current Developments and Unfolding
Global Trends at The Jessie on Wednesday, March 26. Panelists include alumni members
Arthur Adams (LJ 2019), Nat Ford (LJ 2014), Robert Peek (LJ 2017), and Aundra Wallace
(NLS 2014).

LJ Alumni members Natalya Roby (NLS 2024) and Kady Yellow (LJ 2025) are among the
Jacksonville Business Journal's 2025 Women of Influence honorees. The event takes place
at the Southbank Hotel on Thursday, March 27, and celebrates women accomplishing
changes in their industries and making a difference across Northeast Florida.

May
Alumni members being honored at the 2025 OneJax Humanitarian Awards event
include Gold Medallion for Lifetime Achievement recipient Charles McIntosh (Honorary),
President’s Medallion recipient Johnetta Betsch Cole (Honorary), and Silver Medallion
recipients Debbie Buckland (LJ 2009), Josh Martino (LJ 2015), and John Peyton (LJ
1991). The event takes place at the Jacksonville Center for the Performing Arts on
Thursday, May 1.

VIRTUAL LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE OPPORTUNITY

https://www.leadershipjax.org/celebration-2025/
https://nonprofitctr.org/events-calendar/catalyst-convening-series/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/seeds-of-change-planting-the-future-of-food-in-duval-county-tickets-1223795397979?aff=oddtdtcreator&fbclid=IwY2xjawIN_lVleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHckX2jPLRrgjUbsIq2eu_eyKijMnYGxbjEWF89Zasqv8ULCZt3MhuOF1fw_aem_kfJDo5vqkpk9BU3VLsjShw
https://members.jaxchamber.com/events/revitalizing-downtown-current-developments-and-unfolding-global-trends-8618-8618/details?fbclid=IwY2xjawI1MehleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHblVteXHK7dJOYV42u8XX144HuWbcRTNSFWetjs74Kv6SQm1TwQkT78tkA_aem_wqRWffZVPuT-EkR5QH3tmg
https://www.bizjournals.com/jacksonville/event/170708/2025/women-of-influence-awards-2025
https://onejax.org/programs/humanitarian-awards/


Last year CEO Gracie Simendinger attended the 11th annual LeadingBetter Summit and
left inspired to create something similar in Jacksonville. In partnership with the Leadership
Louisville Center, we are excited to offer discounted tickets to our alumni family to virtually
attend the 2025 LeadingBetter™ Summit on April 9th.

This is a one-day virtual leadership experience designed to equip leaders at all levels with
fresh ideas and actionable strategies to tackle today’s toughest challenges. Gain new
energy, strengthen communication, navigate difficult conversations, and learn how to lead
high-performing teams—all from nationally recognized experts from LinkedIn, Harvard
Business Review, Blanchard, and more. Plus, you’ll walk away with tools you can use right
away, without leaving your desk.

Save $200 on virtual tickets, paying only $95, with promo code: Jax200
Learn more and register with this link.

AN INVITATION TO BERLIN & MUNICH

We are thrilled to share that Jacksonville is one of the cities selected to join
Leadership Berlin to embark on a learning journey with alumni from across the
United States. Leadership Berlin will curate and host an exclusive leadership experience in
Berlin and Munich from September 14-20, 2025. Alumni leaders from the U.S. and
Germany will explore city sites, connect with and learn from local leaders and build
relationships with alumni from other leadership organizations.

Registrations are requested by end of May as aspects of the program are customized
based on the industry leaders in attendance. One on one meetings with German leaders
can be organized to connect alumni with fellow industry experts from abroad.

https://join.leadershiplouisville.org/event/leadingbetter-summit-2025/e608339
https://join.leadershiplouisville.org/event/leadingbetter-summit-2025/e608339


Additional accommodations to attend Oktoberfest the week after may be arranged for
added expense with Leadership Berlin. If you are interested in learning more about this trip
opportunity, please email Manisha Joshi.

CLASS SOCIALS

Haskell Alumni members enjoyed a
Quarterly Alumni Lunch at Mudville
Grille in February.

L to R: Mike Huskey (LJ 2016), Janel LeGard (LJ
2018), Denise Ramsey (LJ 1999), Gracie
Simendinger (LJ CEO), Ally Hale Guilloux
(NextGen 2024), Olta Tarko Pena (NextGen 2024),
and Maria Ruiz (NextGen 2017)

LJ 2021 Alumni members are invited to a lunch social on March 31 from 11:30 am -1:00
pm at Cava at the Town Center, and for Coffee Conversations on March 20 at 8:00 am at
Southern Grounds, San Marco . RSVP to Madelen Salter at
msalter@officeimagesinc.com. 

ALUMNI CLASS NOTES

Submit your news to manisha@leadershipjax.org 

1992
E. Zimmerman Boulos (LJ 1992) was honored
with a statue in Landon Park's butterfly garden in
San Marco to celebrate his longtime public service
in San Marco.

L to R: Bryan Roberts, Madelen Salter (LJ 2021), and E.
Zimmermann Boulos (LJ 1992).

2000
Congratulations to Steve Gormley (LJ 2000) on his promotion to Vice President of
Business Development, Florida at Danis. 

​2010
Gabrielle Magid (YLJ 2010) is among the recipients of the
2025 Logic Peace Awards, given by the United Nations in
recognition of innovative work done by committed

mailto:manisha@leadershipjax.org
https://www.google.com/maps/place/CAVA/@30.2592966,-81.5277644,17z/data=!4m14!1m7!3m6!1s0x88e5b5bc08220c7b:0x43650ada39d56865!2sCAVA!8m2!3d30.2592966!4d-81.5277644!16s%2Fg%2F11sc0jjfws!3m5!1s0x88e5b5bc08220c7b:0x43650ada39d56865!8m2!3d30.2592966!4d-81.5277644!16s%2Fg%2F11sc0jjfws?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDIwMy4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/dir//1671+Atlantic+Blvd,+Jacksonville,+FL+32207/@30.3067165,-81.7325739,12z/data=!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x88e5b7b5faafcb79:0x5e3e6ab736f5f307!2m2!1d-81.6501726!2d30.3067423?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDIwMy4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
mailto:msalter@officeimagesinc.com
mailto:manisha@leadershipjax.org
https://www.msn.com/en-us/travel/news/12-foot-high-butterfly-sculpture-now-graces-jacksonville-park-to-honor-community-leader/ar-AA1zt73B


individuals who elevate the use of logic in creating peace,
and is part of UN World Logic Day. 

2011
Anna Valent (LJ 2011) and her family were featured in The Resident sharing their
experiences as residents in the community and what they enjoy the most.

2015
Donald “Donnie” Horner III (LJ 2015) was appointed by Florida Governor Ron DeSantis to
the Jacksonville Transportation Authority Board of Directors.

​2016
Mike Huskey (LJ 2016) was appointed to the Student/Academia Outreach and
Engagement Committee of the Design-Build Institute of America (DBIA) for the 2025–2027
term.

​2018
Alanna Luksha (NextGen 2018) was appointed to the Cultural Service Grant Committee​
supporting local arts and culture. Alanna also joined the Friends of James Weldon Johnson
Park’s Board of Directors.

2019
Austin Franklin (NextGen 2019) was selected as the keynote speaker for the 2025 North
Carolina League of Municipalities - City Vision Conference in Greenville, NC. 

​2022
Jason Roth (LJ 2022) has started a new venture into
entrepreneurship and recently purchased Castaways
Vintage to Modern, an antique shop located in Avondale.

Whitney Meyer (LJ 2022) was named the 2025 Chair of the JAX Chamber Hightower
Emerging Leaders Fellowship.

Taylor Thigpen (YLJ 2022) joined KidsKonnectUkraine as a Project Manager. Taylor also
had the opportunity to share his insights about the importance of engaging young people
in issues related to agriculture and food security at the World Food Forum. The forum
brought together leaders and government officials from over 100 countries in Rome, Italy.

2023
Leonard Chatman, Jr. (LJ 2023) graduated with a

https://residentnews.net/local-folks-anna-valent/
https://www.nclm.org/events-training/cityvision/
https://keough.nd.edu/news-and-events/news/how-my-passion-for-food-security-led-me-to-the-world-food-forum-in-rome/


Bachelor of Science in Communication from the University
of Phoenix. Leonard was recently the master of
ceremonies for the Jacksonville Chapter of Jack and Jill of
America's 19th Biennial Les Beautillion Militaire. 

Autumn Lee (NextGen 2023) was named President-Elect and Communications Chair for
the 2025 Public Relations Society of America (PRSA) North Florida Chapter.

2024
​Kareen Dorsett (LJ 2024) was honored at the Women in STEM: Ascend event on February
20 at the Museum of Science and History. The event highlighted black women making
waves in science, technology, engineering and mathematics, celebrating their dedication
and leadership.

Ernest Hamilton (LJ 2024) was promoted to Senior Vice President and Executive Director
covering Jacksonville and Daytona areas, while also supervising executive directors in
Tallahassee and Pensacola.

Congratulations to Nathaniel Rodefer (NextGen 2024) on his role as Community
Outreach Coordinator for Global Shapers-Jacksonville's incoming Curatorship for 2025-
2026. 

2025
Alex Kellison (LJ 2025) joined the KIPP Jacksonville Public Schools Board.

Lonnie Marts, Jr. (LJ 2025) was interviewed by BUZZ TV host Whitney Mincey (LJ 2025).
The show features leaders sharing their practical advice, personal experiences and tips.

COMBINED CLASSES & HONORARY

Cynthia Griffin, (LJ 2011) LJ Board President, and Stephanie Cost (LJ 2015) were
recognized as 2025 Volunteers In Medicine Jacksonville Women with Heart Honorees.

Laura Lothman Lambert (LJ 2021), Liz
McCoy (LJ 2024), and Kendra McCrary (LJ
2004) participated in a panel with the
Junior League of Jacksonville on March 4
discussing the importance of women in
Jacksonville’s history and the vital role of
women in leadership today.

L to R: Liz McCoy (LJ 2024), Kimberly Barrett (LJ
2024), Laura Lothman Lambert (LJ 2021), and
Kendra McCrary (LJ 2004)

Alumni members appointed to the Jacksonville Civic Council  (JCC) include Gary Chartrand
(Honorary) as chair of JCC and David Miller (LJ 2008) as chair of the JCC Foundation.

https://dailynewsnetwork.com/2025/shows/legacy-of-leaders/legacy-of-leaders-with-lonnie-marts-jr-of-level-the-playing-field-leadership-academy/?fsp_sid=5159


IN SYMPATHY

Our sympathy is with the family and friends on the
passing of Jane Condon (LJ 1990).

SIGN UP TO VOLUNTEER

PAY ANNUAL DUES

STAY IN TOUCH!
        

Follow Leadership Jacksonville:

LinkedIn

Facebook

Instagram

Twitter

Join:

LJ Alumni Facebook Group

NextGen Facebook Group

YLJ Facebook Group

MAKE A LEADERSHIP JACKSONVILLE DONATION

DONATE NOW

Many companies sponsor matching gift programs that match the charitable
contributions made by their employees. Check with your employer for details. 

This is a great way to enhance the impact of your giving.

Leadership Jacksonville, Inc. is designated a 501(c) (3) by the Internal Revenue Service: as such, all donations are considered tax deductible.

State of Florida Registration #: CH6020. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM

THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE 800-435-7352 WITHIN THE STATE.

https://everloved.com/life-of/jane-condon/obituary/
https://everloved.com/life-of/jane-condon/obituary/
https://secure.leadershipjax.org/np/clients/leadershipjax/survey.jsp?forwardedFromSecureDomain=1&surveyId=10
https://secure.leadershipjax.org/forms/renew
https://www.facebook.com/Leadership-Jacksonville-189326476694/
https://twitter.com/LeadershipJax
https://www.instagram.com/leadershipjax/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/leadership-jacksonville-inc-/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.linkedin.com/company/2826886/admin/
https://www.facebook.com/leadership.jax/
https://www.instagram.com/leadershipjax/
https://twitter.com/LeadershipJax
https://www.facebook.com/groups/leadershipjaxmembers
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ljnextgeneration
https://www.facebook.com/groups/yljalumni
https://secure.leadershipjax.org/forms/donate
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