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Thursday, May 22nd is a great night to join your fellow Alumni
members at the Schultz Center for Celebration 2025.

Come celebrate three exemplary leaders that are building a
stronger Northeast Florida region through their outstanding

leadership and dedication to the community. Funds raised from
Celebration will support access to Leadership Jacksonville

https://www.leadershipjax.org/celebration-2025/
https://files.constantcontact.com/f2931cd6201/5a126d95-add5-4d62-9c89-0d383e405ffe.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.google.com/maps/dir//4019+Boulevard+Center+Dr,+Jacksonville,+FL+32207/@30.3014428,-81.7009874,12z/data=!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x88e5b7302b84bf19:0xf0b3f969a00fe8f2!2m2!1d-81.6186014!2d30.301484?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDEyMS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=elykinnovationinternetstrategy&nav=69aeec8d-f6e4-493e-9736-2f9cea8a809c


programs including Youth Leadership Jacksonville (YLJ). YLJ is
a six-month leadership program for high school sophomores

from Baker, Clay, Duval, and St. Johns counties. 

LJ 2025 ECONOMY, GROWTH AND
PRESERVATION DAY 1 & 2

Sponsored by Heritage Capital Group and Crowley, the LJ 2025 class participated in
Economy, Growth and Preservation Day 1 and 2 on March 6 and April 3. The program days
focused on the balance between people, profits and the planet. Participants and speakers
discussed the current and future economic outlook of Northeast Florida, its resiliency, and
vibrant growth strategies. Visit our social media  for more program day photos.

YLJ 2025 CLOSING RETREAT AND GRADUATION

https://www.leadershipjax.org/programs/
https://www.heritagecapitalgroup.com/
https://www.crowley.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7308507275285921793


Congratulations to the YLJ Class of 2025!

The Youth Leadership Jacksonville Class of 2025 enjoyed their Closing Retreat and
Graduation on March 8 at the Jessie Ball duPont Center. The students engaged in team
building activities that reflected on the program year, the friendships made, and what
impacted them the most. They also had the opportunity to thoughtfully plan their goals
for the future and how they would stay committed to community leadership. We cannot
wait to see what bright futures lay ahead for these budding high school students!

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

Sunil Ancha (LJ 2020) shared how much he
values the Leadership Jacksonville program for its
ability to bring together leaders from diverse
fields, offering deep insights into community
challenges and successes while fostering
meaningful connections. "The program inspires
collaboration and equips participants to make
impactful contributions.

“Poverty Day was particularly transformative,
highlighting the struggles of families facing
financial hardships. The simulation conducted by

United Way of Northeast Florida offered a powerful perspective on resilience and the
urgent need for community support," said Sunil.

“The connections and friendships I’ve made through LJ especially with my classmates are
invaluable. These bonds, built on shared experiences and mutual respect, continue to
enrich my life and motivate my service to the community. I enjoy volunteering with LJ as a
planning committee member, serving on the interview panels for LJ and YLJ programs,
participating in LJ Connect, and coordinating LJ 2020 class reunions,” shared Sunil.

Sunil enjoys staying active in the community. Since 2021, he has supported the Leukemia
and Lymphoma Society’s Visionaries of the Year campaign and between 2013 to 2020, he
ran marathons with the LLS Team in Training to raise funds for blood cancer cures. Sunil
currently serves on the OneJax board and is passionate about sharing knowledge and



experiences to inspire others.

LEADERSHIP CONNECT

Leadership Jacksonville alumni members are connecting through
breakfast, lunch, or happy hour gatherings. If you are interested in

hosting, please email Manisha Joshi.

Sign up to attend an upcoming gathering:

April 8: Happy Hour with Angela Campbell (LJ 2024)
April 14: Lunch with Carolyn Aidman (LJ 1989)
April 25: Breakfast with Reggie Agulto (NextGen 2024)
May 6: Lunch with Doug Milne (LJ 1978)
May 14: Breakfast with Jason Roth (LJ 2022)

UPCOMING EVENTS AND PROGRAM DAYS

LJ 2025 Arts and Culture Day
Thursday, May 1

LJ 2025 Closing Retreat and Graduation
Thursday-Friday, May 15 and 16

mailto:manisha@leadershipjax.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-55133916-leadership#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-55867202-leadership#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-55788681-leadership#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-55828096-leadership#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-55828244-leadership#/


Celebration 2025
Thursday, May 22

UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS

Ongoing
Alumni members Diana Donovan (LJ 2021), Cindy Funkhouser (LJ 2014), David
Garfunkel (LJ 2021), Nicole Hamm (LJ 2022), Linda Levin (LJ 2014), Tyler Morris (LJ
2021), Lonnie Marts, Jr. (LJ 2025), Nancy Powell (LJ 2024), Rachael Tutwiler Fortune (LJ
2022), and Carlton Robinson (LJ 2021) have been selected to chair the Nonprofit Center
of Northeast Florida’s Catalyst Conveners, which have multiple gatherings scheduled.

April
Kawanza Humphrey (NLS 2022) and Bill Sorenson (LJ 2015) are among the speakers at
the Jacksonville Business Professionals Spring 2025 Educational Gathering on Friday,
April 11. They will discuss "The Future of Work - People, A.I., & Greater Performance".

May
Alumni members being honored at the 2025 OneJax Humanitarian Awards event
include Gold Medallion for Lifetime Achievement recipient Charles McIntosh (Honorary),
President’s Medallion recipient Johnetta Betsch Cole (Honorary), and Silver Medallion
recipients Debbie Buckland (LJ 2009), Josh Martino (LJ 2015), and John Peyton (LJ
1991). The event takes place at the Jacksonville Center for the Performing Arts on
Thursday, May 1.

VIRTUAL LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE OPPORTUNITY

Last year CEO Gracie Simendinger attended the 11th annual LeadingBetter Summit and
left inspired to create something similar in Jacksonville. In partnership with the Leadership
Louisville Center, we are excited to offer discounted tickets to our alumni family to virtually
attend the 2025 LeadingBetter™ Summit this Wednesday, April 9th.

The 2025 LeadingBetter Summit is your chance to learn from top experts at LinkedIn,
Harvard Business Review, and Blanchard, with actionable strategies to navigate challenges,
strengthen communication, and lead high-performing teams.
• Gain fresh insights from world-class speakers without leaving your desk.
• Learn practical tools you can apply immediately to elevate your leadership.
• Get on-demand access to session recordings you can revisit anytime.

Save $200 on virtual tickets, paying only $95, with promo code: Jax200
Learn more and register with this link.

https://www.leadershipjax.org/celebration-2025/
https://nonprofitctr.org/events-calendar/catalyst-convening-series/
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/jaxbp/1595327
https://onejax.org/programs/humanitarian-awards/
https://join.leadershiplouisville.org/event/leadingbetter-summit-2025/e608339
https://join.leadershiplouisville.org/event/leadingbetter-summit-2025/e608339


AN INVITATION TO BERLIN & MUNICH

Leadership Jacksonville is one of the cities selected to join Leadership Berlin to
embark on a learning journey with alumni from across the United States. Leadership
Berlin will curate and host an exclusive leadership experience in Berlin and Munich from
September 14-20, 2025. Alumni leaders from the U.S. and Germany will explore city sites,
connect with and learn from local leaders and build relationships with alumni from other
leadership organizations.

Registrations are requested by end of May as one on one meetings with German leaders
can be organized to connect alumni with fellow industry experts from abroad.

If you are interested in learning more about this trip opportunity, please email
Manisha Joshi.

CLASS SOCIALS

LJ 2020 is hosting a Class Social on Thursday, April 10 from 11:30am-1:00pm at 5th
Element Indian Restaurant. To RSVP, email Sunil Ancha at anchatm@gmail.com.

ReGina Newkirk Rucci (LJ 2024) invites LJ 2023 and LJ 2024 to a joint Class Social on
Friday, May 16 from 8:00-9:30am at Uptown Kitchen to bid a fond farewell to Kimberly
Allen (LJ 2023), outgoing CEO of 904WARD. Click here to register to attend.

LJ 2019 is hosting a Class Happy Hour on Thursday, May 29 at 5:00pm at Anejo Cocina in
San Marco. To RSVP, email Patrick Johnson at patrickjohnson@regencycenters.com.

​LJ 2021 enjoyed a class social on
March 20 at Foxtail Coffee.

mailto:manisha@leadershipjax.org
https://www.google.com/maps/dir//10208+Buckhead+Branch+Dr,+Jacksonville,+FL+32246/@30.253657,-81.6109513,12z/data=!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x88e5b550d352d393:0xb1bf4a35cfc98184!2m2!1d-81.52855!2d30.2536828?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDMzMS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
mailto:anchatm@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/maps/dir//1303+N+Main+St,+Jacksonville,+FL+32206/@30.3392874,-81.7368374,12z/data=!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x88e5b725be62b6f5:0x14915b9be13292ff!2m2!1d-81.6544659!2d30.3393059?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDQwMi4xIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
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mailto:patrickjohnson@regencycenters.com


ALUMNI CLASS NOTES

Submit your news to manisha@leadershipjax.org 

2002
Wanda Willis (LJ 2002) joined the Board of Directors of Goodwill Industries of North
Florida.

2008
Alberto 'A.J.' Souto (NextGen 2008) was promoted to Treasurer at JEA. He previously
served as the Manager of debt capital markets.

​2010
Dawn Emerick (LJ 2010) will serve in a new role at the
Jacksonville Civic Council (JCC) as Chief of Research and will
lead their research initiatives on municipal finance and quality
of life. Prior to this, Dawn served as its Chief Strategy Officer.

2011
Ronnie King (LJ 2011) presented at the AI Show @ ASU+GSV Summit on "The MyVillage
Effect: Unlocking Student Genius Through Community Knowledge Networks".

2012
Congratulations to Michael A. Mayo  (NLS 2012) for being recognized on Becker's
Hospital Review's Great Leader's List.

​2015
Timothy Groover (LJ 2015) was appointed by the KIPP
Jacksonville Board of Directors and will serve as Chair of
the Board of KIPP Jacksonville Public Schools.

mailto:manisha@leadershipjax.org
https://www.asugsvsummit.com/show


Jason Spencer (LJ 2015) joined the Goodwill Industries of North Florida Board of Directors.

2017
Tia Leathers (LJ 2017) was recognized as one of the honorees at the AI Show @ ASU+GSV
Summit’s Leading Women in AI for her work with MyVillage Project.

2018
Mahjuba Azizpour (NextGen 2018) has a new role as Vice President of Client
Development at Acosta Group.

2019
Tracy Dixon (LJ 2019) was recognized as a UiPath Most Valuable Professional for the
6th consecutive year. The title is given to a select group of experts within the UiPath
Community who excel in sharing knowledge, mentoring others, and fostering the growth
of the automation community.

​Tracey Friley (LJ 2019) was recognized as the
Outstanding Mentor of the Year by ACE National, which
honors her passion and countless hours Tracey has
devoted to ensuring the ACE Mentor Program of
Northeast Florida thrives.

2020
Patricia Dodson (LJ 2020) was sworn in as a member of the American Board of Trial
Advocates. Membership is by invitation only for trial lawyers who meet the high standards
of courtroom experience, integrity and reputation.

​Kimano Edwards (LJ 2020) was appointed to The Florida Bar’s Leadership Academy
Committee.

Wendy Norfleet (LJ 2020) was featured in the 2024 Brainz Global 500 List, which
recognizes influential leaders, entrepreneurs, and changemakers dedicated to shaping the
future.

2021
David Garfunkel (LJ 2021) joined the Jacksonville Civic Council as its Chief of Public
Affairs.

2022
Nelrae Pasha Ali (LJ 2022) was named one of the 2025 Forbes Top Women Wealth
Advisors Best-In-State.

https://www.asugsvsummit.com/show/women-ai-in-edu
https://www.linkedin.com/company/myvillageproject/
https://forum.uipath.com/t/celebrating-our-2025-uipath-community-mvps/983184
https://www.brainzmagazine.com/post/how-a-growth-mindset-and-entrepreneurial-grit-paves-the-path-to-success
https://www.forbes.com/lists/best-in-state-women-advisors/


Charles Garrison (LJ 2022) was reappointed to the Jacksonville Planning Commission by
the Jacksonville City Council.

2023
Isaiah Oliver (NLS 2023) shared his perspective on philanthropy in Northeast Florida in the
Arbus magazine article, The Conversation.

2024
Dane Bennett (LJ 2024) and his family were featured in The Resident sharing their
experience living in Jacksonville.

​Jan Hanak (LJ 2024) was promoted to Senior Vice
President Marketing + Communications at Regency
Centers.

Darian ‘Jack’ Jackson (LJ 2024) was listed among the Jacksonville Daily Record's 2025
Top Entrepreneurs.

2025
April Murdaugh (LJ 2025) was an industry panelist for the Invest In Girls  event at the
Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta, Jacksonville branch on March 24.

2025
Bryan Moll (NLS 2025) was featured in the Jacksonville Daily Record sharing about the
Gateway Jax project and his lifelong passion for construction and development.

Britt Morgan-Saks (NLS 2025) was featured in the Jacksonville Daily Record on the
opening of The June private club in the historic Federal Reserve Building in downtown's
North Core.

COMBINED CLASSES & HONORARY

Diana Donovan (LJ 2021), Sam Inman (LJ 2002), Robert Peek (LJ 2017), and Paul
Thompson (NLS 2025) were among the speakers at the Invest: Jacksonville Leadership
Summit on March 11. The event focused on how the city’s growth brings new
opportunities.

Moderated by Dennis Whittle (NLS 2025), Alumni Members Arthur Adams, Jr. (LJ 2019),
Robert Peek (LJ 2017), and Aundra Wallace (NLS 2014) participated in a panel facilitated
by NextUp JAX and the World Affairs Council of Jacksonville to share insights about the
developments, economic drivers, and global trends shaping our city’s core on March 26.

Alumni members Kaci Barnes (LJ 2021), Brooks Dame (YLJ 2011), Sabrina Marcos Smith
(NextGen 2019), Jen Vihrachoff (LJ 2019), and Scott Wohlers (LJ 2024) were accepted
into the Hightower Emerging Leaders Fellowship.

Kyla George (NextGen 2022) and Austin Sherman (NextGen 2016) were among the
attorneys recognized on the 2025 36 Under 36 list by The Florida Bar for their exemplary
professionalism, unwavering integrity, and dedication to elevating the legal profession.

Congratulations to Alumni Members Dane Bennett (LJ 2024), Darrin Eakins (LJ 2023),
Tori Foster (LJ 2024), Ashantae Green (LJ 2024), Kellie Humphries (LJ 2021), Ali Jaffery

https://www.bluetoad.com/publication/?i=841876&p=54&view=issueViewer&pre=1
https://residentnews.net/local-folks-amanda-and-dane-bennett/
https://www.jaxdailyrecord.com/news/2025/mar/20/congratulations-to-the-2025-top-entrepreneurs/?_fl_id=dc765add-a7e7-449b-b9ec-1cc9e4930d53&em=bWFuaXNoYUBsZWFkZXJzaGlwamF4Lm9yZw--&utm_campaign=JaxDR_3282025
https://www.fcee.org/invest-in-girls
https://www.jaxdailyrecord.com/news/2025/mar/10/bryan-moll-hist-building-roots-run-from-from-legos-to-cities/?_fl_id=dc765add-a7e7-449b-b9ec-1cc9e4930d53&em=bWFuaXNoYUBsZWFkZXJzaGlwamF4Lm9yZw--
https://www.jaxdailyrecord.com/news/2025/feb/27/the-june-members-only-club-expects-third-quarter-opening-downtown/
https://www.invest-jacksonville.com/#/speakers?lang=en
https://www.jaxdailyrecord.com/news/2025/mar/17/jacksonville-young-lawyers-recognized-by-the-florida-bar/?fbclid=IwY2xjawJHmIJleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHbMUsBFnCtaZNRjVAnChoaBXn9hYAhQjB-Bar0PHV-SB7262mVpSirNyag_aem_tYIBWWuP6eHLbZvsDHDUfA


(LJ 2023), Alex Kellison (LJ 2025) who are being celebrated as the Jacksonville Business
Journal's 40 Under 40 Honorees.

IN SYMPATHY

Our thoughts are with the family, friends and class
members of Cathy Hagan (LJ 2002) who passed away on
March 19.

SIGN UP TO VOLUNTEER

PAY ANNUAL DUES

STAY IN TOUCH!
        

Follow Leadership Jacksonville:

LinkedIn

Facebook

Instagram

Twitter

Join:

LJ All Alumni Facebook Group

MAKE A LEADERSHIP JACKSONVILLE DONATION

DONATE NOW

Many companies sponsor matching gift programs that match the charitable
contributions made by their employees. Check with your employer for details. 

This is a great way to enhance the impact of your giving.

Leadership Jacksonville, Inc. is designated a 501(c) (3) by the Internal Revenue Service: as such, all donations are considered tax deductible.

https://www.bizjournals.com/jacksonville/news/2025/03/13/40-under-40-2025.html
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/jacksonville-beach-fl/cathryn-hagan-12292397
https://secure.leadershipjax.org/np/clients/leadershipjax/survey.jsp?forwardedFromSecureDomain=1&surveyId=10
https://secure.leadershipjax.org/forms/renew
https://www.facebook.com/Leadership-Jacksonville-189326476694/
https://twitter.com/LeadershipJax
https://www.instagram.com/leadershipjax/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/leadership-jacksonville-inc-/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.linkedin.com/company/2826886/admin/
https://www.facebook.com/leadership.jax/
https://www.instagram.com/leadershipjax/
https://twitter.com/LeadershipJax
https://www.facebook.com/groups/leadershipjaxmembers
https://secure.leadershipjax.org/forms/donate
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