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Ticket deadline extended! Don't miss your chance to attend
Celebration 2025 on Thursday, May 22nd.

Join your fellow Alumni members at the Schultz Center to
celebrate our Honorees Giselle Carson (LJ 2005), Nat Ford,
Sr. (LJ 2014), and Kristin Keen (LJ 2016). Funds raised from
Celebration will support access to Leadership Jacksonville
programs including Youth Leadership Jacksonville (YLJ).

Giselle Carson (LJ 2005) Nathaniel (Nat) Ford, Sr. (LJ 2014) Kristin Keen (LJ 2016)
U.S. Corporate Immigration and Chief Executive Officer Founder and CEO
Compliance Attorney Jacksonville Transportation Rethreaded, Inc.
Marks Gray, P.A. Authority (JTA)

Purchase Tickets

Even more opportunities to support!



https://www.google.com/maps/dir//4019+Boulevard+Center+Dr,+Jacksonville,+FL+32207/@30.3014428,-81.7009874,12z/data=!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x88e5b7302b84bf19:0xf0b3f969a00fe8f2!2m2!1d-81.6186014!2d30.301484?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDEyMS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.leadershipjax.org/programs/
https://www.leadershipjax.org/celebration-2025/
https://secure.leadershipjax.org/np/clients/leadershipjax/eventRegistration.jsp?forwardedFromSecureDomain=1&event=127
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=elykinnovationinternetstrategy&nav=cb901b37-9ba1-47eb-9e6c-2f09b392f11e

Friends and classmates of each honoree are invited to support
the 'Friends of Honoree' Campaign in recognition of Giselle,
Nat and Kristin's tremendous contributions to our
communities.

e To make a gift in honor of Giselle, click here.
e To make a contribution in honor of Nat, click here.
e To make a gift in honor of Kristin, click here.

Our goal is to collectively raise $30,000 to raise revenue for
next year's Youth Leadership Jacksonville scholarships.

LJ 2025 ARTS AND CULTURE DAY

Sponsored by PNC Banl, the LJ 2025 class enjoyed Arts and Culture Day on May 1. The
day focused on how arts and culture are important economic drivers in the community as
well as how individual creativity influences leadership. Participants engaged with speakers
and performers at various institutions, and enjoyed a reception sponsored by the
Developing Artists Foundation. Visit our social media for more program day photos.

LEADERSHIP CONNECT



https://secure.leadershipjax.org/np/clients/leadershipjax/publicFundraiserList.jsp?forwardedFromSecureDomain=1&campaignId=144&&test=true
https://secure.leadershipjax.org/np/clients/leadershipjax/campaign.jsp?campaign=144&fundraiser=4089&
https://secure.leadershipjax.org/np/clients/leadershipjax/campaign.jsp?campaign=144&fundraiser=2677&
https://secure.leadershipjax.org/np/clients/leadershipjax/campaign.jsp?campaign=144&fundraiser=3264&
https://www.pnc.com/en/personal-banking.html
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/leadership-jacksonville_sponsored-by-pnc-bank-the-lj-2025-class-activity-7325328854657478656-oTl-?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAABDO4kBjSKAhuZeXSd0MFAJfo7AW4Cz8I4

Leadership Jacksonville alumni members are connecting through
breakfast, lunch, or happy hour gatherings. To host, please email
Manisha Joshi.

Sign up to attend an upcoming gathering:

May 14: Breakfast with Jason Roth (LJ 2022)

May 30: Breakfast with Ernest Hamilton (LJ 2024)

June 3: Happy Hour with Monica Hernandez (LJ 2021)

June 11: Lunch with John Bryan (LJ 2008) and Linda Scaz (LJ 2009)
June 17: Happy Hour with Taj Johnson (NextGen 2023) and Gabrielle
Williams (NextGen 2023)

UPCOMING EVENTS AND PROGRAM DAYS

LJ 2025 Closing Retreat and Graduation
Thursday-Friday, May 15 and 16

Celebration 2025
Thursday, May 22

UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS

April

Alumni members Melissa Chester (LJ 2025), Richard Danford, Jr. (LJ 1997), Liz McCoy (L
2024), Christopher McKee (LJ 2025), Melanie Patz (L) 2006), Vicky Waytowich (L) 2016)
and Gabrielle Williams (NextGen 2023) will be honored at the Step-by-Step Behavioral
Health's Shades of Green Mental Health Excellence Awards Gala on April 18 at the
Schultz Center.

Ongoing

Alumni members Diana Donovan (LJ 2021), Cindy Funkhouser (L) 2014), David
Garfunkel (L) 2021), Nicole Hamm (LJ 2022), Linda Levin (LJ 2014), Tyler Morris (L)
2021), Lonnie Marts, Jr. (LJ 2025), Nancy Powell (L) 2024), Rachael Tutwiler Fortune (LJ
2022), and Carlton Robinson (LJ 2021) have been selected to chair the Nonprofit Center
of Northeast Florida's Catalyst Conveners, which have multiple gatherings scheduled.

LEADING BETTER SUMMIT


mailto:manisha@leadershipjax.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-55828244-leadership#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-56559880-leadership#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-56221319-leadership#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-56707578-leadership#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-56655466-leadership#/
https://www.leadershipjax.org/celebration-2025/
https://www.stepbystepforhelp.com/event-details/shades-of-green-mental-health-excellence-awards-gala
https://nonprofitctr.org/events-calendar/catalyst-convening-series/

LJ CEO Gracie Simendinger ventured to Louisville, KY to attend the 12th annual
LeadingBetter Summit in March, which brought together global experts for leading-edge
guidance applicable both in and outside the workplace.
A few key takeaways include:
e Think about delegation as an invitation to co-creation. -Cynthia Knapek
e Gentleness is strength under control. It's using the least amount of force necessary
to create action. -Justin Patton
e What happens in vague-ness, stays in vague-ness. - Adrian Davis
e Technology is moving so fast... 36% of your job will change this year; 70% will
change next year. We should be using Al normalizing it, and rethinking what roles
can be. -Daniel Roth

[——— |
AN INVITATION TO BERLIN & MUNICH
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Leadership Jacksonville is one of the cities selected to join Leadership Berlin to
embark on a learning journey with alumni from across the United States.

Leadership Berlin will curate and host an exclusive leadership experience in Berlin and
Munich from September 14-20, 2025. Alumni leaders from the U.S. and Germany will
explore city sites, connect with and learn from local leaders and build relationships with
alumni from other leadership organizations. Alumni from Leadership Jacksonville,
Leadership Indianapolis, Leadership Unlimited (Grand Island, Nebraska), and Leadership



Cleveland have already registered.

Register here. Registrations are requested by end of May as one on one meetings with
German leaders can be organized to connect alumni with fellow industry experts. If you
have any questions, please email Manisha Joshi.

CLASS SOCIALS

LJ 2021 is hosting a Class Social on Wednesday, May 14 from 5:00-6:30 pm on the rooftop
at bartaco. No RSVP is required.

ReGina Newkirk Rucci (LJ 2024) invites LJ 2023 and LJ 2024 to a joint Class Social on
Friday, May 16 from 8:00-9:30 am at Uptown Kitchen to bid a fond farewell to Kimberly
Allen (LJ 2023), outgoing CEO of 904WARD. Click here to register to attend.

LJ 2019 is hosting a Class Happy Hour on Thursday, May 29 at 5:00 pm at Anejo Cocina in
San Marco. To RSVP, email Patrick Johnson at patrickiohnson@regencycenters.com.

LJ 2020 is hosting a Class Social on Friday, June 13 at 6:00 pm at the De Real Ting Cafe.
To RSVP, email Sunil Ancha at anchatm@gmail.com.

LJ 2020 hosted a Class Social on April
10 at 5th Element Indian Restaurant.

LJ 2023 enjoyed a Class Social on
April 18 at Grape & Grain.

SPOTTED AROUND TOWN

LJ Alumni members attended the
South Jacksonville Rotary Club
luncheon on March 4 to hear CEO


https://survey.lamapoll.de/Berlin-Leadership-Insights-Program-September-2025
mailto:manisha@leadershipjax.org
https://www.google.com/maps?rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1128US1128&um=1&ie=UTF-8&fb=1&gl=us&sa=X&geocode=KaksR44ht-WIMev6xHUb2XXl&daddr=1534+Oak+St+Suite+101,+Jacksonville,+FL+32204
https://www.google.com/maps/dir//1303+N+Main+St,+Jacksonville,+FL+32206/@30.3392874,-81.7368374,12z/data=!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x88e5b725be62b6f5:0x14915b9be13292ff!2m2!1d-81.6544659!2d30.3393059?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDQwMi4xIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-56165890-lj2023#/
https://www.google.com/maps/dir//2039+Hendricks+Ave+Unit+211,+Jacksonville,+FL+32207/@30.3050153,-81.7352634,12z/data=!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x88e5b7007228acfb:0x729a0bf7b606ce7f!2m2!1d-81.6528621!2d30.3050411?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDMzMS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
mailto:patrickjohnson@regencycenters.com
https://www.google.com/maps?rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1128US1128&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCggAEAAY4wIYgAQyCggAEAAY4wIYgAQyEAgBEC4YrwEYxwEYgAQYjgUyBwgCEAAYgAQyCAgDEAAYFhgeMggIBBAAGBYYHjIICAUQABgWGB4yDQgGEAAYhgMYgAQYigUyBwgHEAAY7wUyCggIEAAYogQYiQUyCggJEAAYgAQYogTSAQgyMTEwajBqN6gCALACAA&um=1&ie=UTF-8&fb=1&gl=us&sa=X&geocode=KTmvhKEXt-WIMQa3W6yMLHn6&daddr=128+W+Adams+St,+Jacksonville,+FL+32202
mailto:anchatm@gmail.com

Gracie Simendinger present on
Leadership Jacksonville, its impact on
the community, and future plans.

Several Alumni members enjoyed
attending the Jacksonville Children's
Chorus River City Dancing with the
Stars event on April 26. Among the
performers were Giselle Carson (LJ
2005), Anjali Lueck (LJ 2020) and
Tracy Williams (LJ 2020/NLS 2016).

LJ Alumni members were spotted at
the JAX Chamber Downtown Council
breakfast meeting to hear Celebration
Honoree Nat Ford (LJ 2014) speak
about the advancements in
transportation on May 2.

ALUMNI CLASS NOTES

Submit your news to manisha@leadershipjax.org

1993
Robert Harris (LJ 1993) was reappointed by Governor Ron DeSantis to the 4th Circuit
Judicial Nominating Commission comprising Clay, Duval and Nassau counties.

2003
Paola Parra Harris (LJ 2003) was featured in Attorney at Law Magazine's annual Women
in Law issue featuring the 2025 First Coast Women in Law.



https://www.leadershipjax.org/celebration-2025/
mailto:manisha@leadershipjax.org
https://attorneyatlawmagazine.com/special-issue/first-coast-women-in-law

Deborah Moore (LJ 2003) obtained the Project Management Professional (PMP)
certification from the Project Management Institute.

2014
Nat Ford, Sr. (LJ 2014) received the Transportation and Innovation Leadership Award at
the Think Bold Festival and Conference 2025.

2015
Daniel Davis (LJ 2015) launched a new podcast Speak Easy Jax with co-host TJ Ward. The
podcast shares stories of Jacksonville's influential and accomplished figures.

Kevin Holzendorf II (YLJ 2015) joined EY as a Senior Consultant.

2017
Lori Day (LJ 2017) was sworn in as Chair of the Florida Commission on the Status of
Women for a second year by Justice Cannady at the Florida Supreme Court.

2020
Wendy Norfleet (L) 2020) was selected as one of the trainers for the Beaver Street
Enterprise Center's CEO Program.

Congratulations to Tracy Williams (LJ 2020/NLS 2016) on her new role as President and
CEO at Florida Health Care Plans. Tracy also won first place and took home the mirror ball
trophy at River City Dancing with the Stars, a fundraising event supporting the Jacksonville
Children's Chorus.

2021
Kaci Barnes (L) 2021) obtained a Business Management Essentials Certificate from Cornell
University.

2022

Mark Walker (LJ 2022) joined Novus Insight as Director of Strategic Partnerships & Client
Services. He previously served as a Jessie Ball duPont Fund Program Officer and Director of
The Jessie.

Taylor Thigpen (YLJ 2022) launched a new nonprofit called The Grant Vault with Taylor
Thigpen.

2023

Andrea Barnwell Brownlee (L) 2023/NLS 2022) has retired as Director and CEO from the
Cummer Museum and Gardens. Under her leadership, the Cummer received national
recognition and awards, including a $1 million grant from the Andrew W. Mellon
Foundation and a Leadership in Art Museums Award.

Darrin Eakins (LJ 2023) was named one of Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University's
2025 Distinguished Alumni.

Bill Hoff (LJ 2023) was featured in The Jacksonville Blueprint podcast and shared about
his community involvement in Jacksonville.

Olivia Genito (NextGen 2023) was promoted to Manager, Marketing Growth and
Communications at VyStar Credit Union.

Congratulations to Kaley Vontz (NextGen 2023) on her new role as Assistant Director of
Annual Giving at the University of North Florida.

2024
Leon Kally (LJ 2024) joined Valley Bank as SVP, North Florida Market President.



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOwfNRXT2T8mn6vxwEGozFg
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61575028899036#
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n5tr_Zd1I5g

COMBINED CLASSES & HONORARY
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LJ Alumni members Christopher McKee, Jr. Vicky Waytowich (LJ 2016), Jeff Winkler (L)
2015), Tina Wirth (L) 2016) and CEO Gracie Simendinger participated in a Media Training
course with Matt Galnor (LJ 2020).

Mary Pat Corrigan (LJ 2017), Ajani (AJ) Dunn (LJ 2017), Carolyn Harold (LJ 2023),
Lawsikia Hodges (LJ 2022), Richard Naylor (LJ 2024) and Dea Sims (LJ 2005) joined the
Nonprofit Center of Northeast Florida's Shared Services Advisory Council to explore
opportunities for shared back-office support and fiscal management.

Congratulations to attorneys Logan McEwen (LJ 2023), Leigh Rosenbloom (LJ 2019), and
Julianna Favale (NextGen 2023) who were recognized at the Presentation of the Pins
ceremony hosted by the Fourth Judicial Circuit. The ceremony honors attorneys who have
completed at least 20 hours of pro bono service in the previous calendar year and
celebrates the vital role that volunteer legal work plays in our community.

IN SYMPATHY

v
. 5§ Our thoughts are with Jalicia Lewis (NextGen 2023) on the passing
Ly " of her grandmother Gloria Dean Washington on April 3.

VOLUNTEER PAY ANNUAL DUES

LinkedIn Instagram Join:
Facebook Twitter All Alumni Facebook

Group



https://secure.leadershipjax.org/np/clients/leadershipjax/survey.jsp?forwardedFromSecureDomain=1&surveyId=10
https://secure.leadershipjax.org/forms/renew
https://www.facebook.com/Leadership-Jacksonville-189326476694/
https://twitter.com/LeadershipJax
https://www.instagram.com/leadershipjax/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/leadership-jacksonville-inc-/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.linkedin.com/company/2826886/admin/
https://www.facebook.com/leadership.jax/
https://www.instagram.com/leadershipjax/
https://twitter.com/LeadershipJax
https://www.facebook.com/groups/leadershipjaxmembers
https://www.facebook.com/groups/leadershipjaxmembers

MAKE A DONATION

DONATE NOW

Many companies sponsor matching gift programs that match the charitable
contributions made by their employees. Check with your employer for details.

This is a great way to enhance the impact of your giving.

Leadership Jacksonville, Inc. is designated a 501(c) (3) by the Internal Revenue Service: as such, all donations are considered tax deductible.
State of Florida Registration #: CH6020. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM
THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE 800-435-7352 WITHIN THE STATE.

REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION OF THE STATE.
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