
What a fantastic evening!
On Thursday, May 22nd, Celebration 2025 brought together more than 325
alumni members and guests to celebrate Honorees Giselle Carson (LJ 2005),
Nat Ford, Sr. (LJ 2014), and Kristin Keen (LJ 2016) at the Schultz Center. More
than $151,000 were raised in support of the Youth Leadership Jacksonville
program. The six-month program brings together a select cross-section of
Northeast Florida high school sophomore students with demonstrated
leadership ability and prepares them to become ethical leaders committed to
active community involvement.

For those of you who contributed that evening to ensure the YLJ program
is completely free for future participants, thank you so much! If you would like
to make an additional contribution or share the donation link, please click
here.  

We hope you enjoy the Celebration 2025 Facebook photo album and
the Honorees video. 

LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP OPPORTUNITY

We are excited to announce the opportunity to be part of Leadership
Jacksonville's legacy with a Lifetime Membership.

Since January, 22 Alumni members have signed up! The Lifetime Membership
not only provides exclusive member benefits, but also contributes to LJ's
endowment fund, providing sustained revenue for decades to come.

https://secure.leadershipjax.org/np/clients/leadershipjax/campaign.jsp?campaign=144&fundraiser=1087&
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?vanity=leadership.jax&set=a.1165010392333652
https://www.leadershipjax.org/about/video-gallery/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=elykinnovationinternetstrategy&nav=e896c061-b31a-423b-9eba-9863eaeb945e


For more information, please contact Gracie Simendinger.

LJ is hiring! 
 
We are looking for a new Programs Manager to join our growing team. The
Programs Manager will work directly with Vice President of Programs Nicole
Bryan and Events and Logistics Coordinator Natalia Lupas to plan and execute
all LJ program days. For more information and to apply, click here.
 
We encourage you to share this opportunity with your networks! Click here to
share on LinkedIn and Facebook.

 
LJ 2025 CLOSING RETREAT

mailto:gracie@leadershipjax.org?subject=Lifetime Membership 
https://www.leadershipjax.org/careers/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/leadership-jacksonville_lj-is-hiring-we-are-looking-for-a-new-activity-7338641966705852419-bNSR?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAABDO4kBjSKAhuZeXSd0MFAJfo7AW4Cz8I4
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1YjU9eR1tS/


Sponsored by the Together Strong Community Fund  and Miller Families, LJ 2025 came
together for their Closing Retreat at the Omni Hotel in Amelia Island on May 15 and 16.
Reflecting on their program year, the class discussed ways they can put their leadership
talents into action while also engaging with speakers on different topics.
 
Congratulations to the Class of LJ 2025! For a list of our most recent graduates, click here.

YLJ 2026 FAMILY ORIENTATION

The Youth Leadership Jacksonville Class of 2026 met for the first time during Family
Orientation on May 8 at The Jessie. Students enjoyed getting to know one another while
learning more about the upcoming YLJ program. We look forward to a great year ahead!

29TH ANNUAL YLJ SCHOLARSHIP
​MENINAK LUNCHEON

Congratulations to the 10 YLJ 2023 Alumni members who each received a college
scholarship at the 29th Annual Meninak Leadership Scholarship Awards Luncheon on May
19. Thank you to the Meninak Club of Jacksonville for providing $30,000 in scholarships
this year and continuing to recognize the emerging leadership among Jacksonville's youth.
Since 1997, the Meninak Club has awarded 160 college scholarships totaling $750,000 to
YLJ high school seniors to help further their educational dreams!

https://www.leadershipjax.org/about/our-alumni/leadership-jacksonville-alumni/
https://www.meninak.org/


Back row L to R: Jack McCoy (Georgetown University/Bishop Kenny High School), Leo Maksimovic
(Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University/Mandarin High School), Jon Ashton Reid (Elon University/Douglas
Anderson School of the Arts), Zariah Harvey (Louisiana State University/Darnell-Cookman School of
Medical Arts), and Valeryia Ivanova (University of Central Florida/Fleming Island High School)
Front row L to R: Avery Grossman (American University/Douglas Anderson School of the Arts), Kendyll
Utley (University of Central Florida/Sandalwood High School), Anna Jones (Florida State
University/Samuel Wolfson High School), Addison Gomez (Florida State University/Samuel Wolfson High
School), and Vandana Guru (University of Florida/Nease High School)

LJ TEAM NEWS

Natalia Lupas joined our team as an Event and Logistics
Coordinator in February 2025. “It is a privilege to work at
Leadership Jacksonville and be part of a team that is
deeply committed to helping the community thrive
through action and shared understanding,” shares Natalia.
She is a hands-on problem solver who ensures events and
program days run smoothly. It’s a role that requires
attention to detail in all aspects of venue selection, food
and beverage planning, transportation, set up and break
down.

“Leadership Jacksonville offers a panoramic view of our
community across multiple industries by shining a light on
what is working and what needs attention, and it
empowers participants to be more informed and
connected in the city. They have an opportunity to
engage in active listening and experiential learning and
create a real impact in the community. I love working with
the volunteers and seeing how committed they are to the
organization.”

When she’s not working, Natalia enjoys spending time
with her family, visiting museums, botanical gardens, and
local gastronomic experiences. She also enjoys baking
delicious treats for family, friends, and the LJ team.



LEADERSHIP CONNECT

Leadership Jacksonville alumni members are connecting ​through breakfast,
lunch, or happy hour gatherings. To host, please email Manisha Joshi.

Sign up to attend an upcoming gathering:
June 17: Happy Hour with Taj Johnson (NextGen 2023) and Gabrielle
Williams (NextGen 2023)
June 25: Lunch with Jim Howland (LJ 2024)
July 10: Breakfast with Khalilah Hall (LJ 2024)
July 21: Happy Hour with Linzee Ott (LJ 2020)

UPCOMING EVENTS AND PROGRAM DAYS

LJ 2026 Meet the Class Reception
Tuesday, August 5, 2025 

YLJ 2026 Opening Retreat
Friday, August 15 and Saturday, August 16

LJ 2026 Opening Retreat
Thursday, August 21 and Friday, August 22

AN INVITATION TO LEADERSHIP BERLIN & MUNICH

Leadership Jacksonville is one of the cities selected to join Leadership Berlin to
embark on a learning journey with alumni from across the United States.

mailto:manisha@leadershipjax.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-56655466-leadership#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-57189994-leadership#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-55805378-leadership#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-57253397-leadership#/


Leadership Berlin will curate and host an exclusive leadership experience in Berlin and
Munich from September 14-20, 2025.

Alumni leaders from the U.S. and Germany will explore city sites, connect with and learn
from local leaders and build relationships with alumni from other leadership organizations
including Leadership Jacksonville, Leadership Indianapolis, Leadership Unlimited
(Grand Island, Nebraska), and Leadership Cleveland. Register here.

If you have any questions, please email Gracie Simendinger.

CLASS SOCIALS

LJ 2020 is hosting a Class Social on Friday, June 13 at 6:00 pm at the  De Real Ting Cafe.
To RSVP, email Sunil Ancha at anchatm@gmail.com.

LJ 2015 came together to celebrate their
10 year reunion on May 14.

​LJ 2021 hosted a Class Social on May 21 at
bartaco.

​LJ 2023 and LJ 2024 enjoyed a joint Class
Social on May 16 at Uptown Kitchen to bid
a fond farewell to Kimberly Allen (LJ
2023), outgoing CEO of 904WARD.

​LJ 2019 hosted a Class Happy Hour on May
29 at Anejo Cocina.

https://survey.lamapoll.de/Berlin-Leadership-Insights-Program-September-2025
mailto:gracie@leadershipjax.org
https://www.google.com/maps?rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1128US1128&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCggAEAAY4wIYgAQyCggAEAAY4wIYgAQyEAgBEC4YrwEYxwEYgAQYjgUyBwgCEAAYgAQyCAgDEAAYFhgeMggIBBAAGBYYHjIICAUQABgWGB4yDQgGEAAYhgMYgAQYigUyBwgHEAAY7wUyCggIEAAYogQYiQUyCggJEAAYgAQYogTSAQgyMTEwajBqN6gCALACAA&um=1&ie=UTF-8&fb=1&gl=us&sa=X&geocode=KTmvhKEXt-WIMQa3W6yMLHn6&daddr=128+W+Adams+St,+Jacksonville,+FL+32202
mailto:anchatm@gmail.com


ALUMNI CLASS NOTES

Submit your news to manisha@leadershipjax.org 

1983
​John Godfrey, Sr. (LJ 1983) and his wife Flavel were both
honored with the Dean's Distinguished Service Award for
their tireless commitment to the Terry College from the
University of Georgia. Through their generous
contributions, the Terry College of Business has been
renamed the John Munro Godfrey, Sr. Department of
Economics.

1989
Duval County Judge Audrey Moran (LJ 1989) received the 2025 William J. Sheppard
Lifetime Achievement Award from the Jacksonville Daily Record. Audrey was chosen for
her more than four decades of service in law, government, health, philanthropy and
community development.

2009
Guillermo Varela (NextGen 2009) joined Disney Experiences as a Staff Controls Quality
Engineer.

​2013
Abel Harding (LJ 2013) launched his new book, Last Time I’ll
Ask. Abel will be doing a first read on June 26 at the
Bookmark.

2015
Edward Bateh (NextGen 2015) joined the American Cancer Society of Central Alabama
Board of Directors.

2016
Brian Coughlin (LJ 2016) was sworn in as President of the Jacksonville Bar Association on
June 5 by the Jacksonville Bar Association.

2019
Rachel Back (LJ 2019) was promoted to Vice President at Barge Design Solutions. 

​Kevin Carrico (LJ 2019) was elected President of the Jacksonville City Council 19-member
board for the 2025-2026 fiscal year. Kevin will begin his role effective July 1, 2025 and will
serve a one-year term.

mailto:manisha@leadershipjax.org
https://www.terry.uga.edu/a-lasting-impact/
https://www.jaxdailyrecord.com/news/2025/may/09/leading-with-love-audrey-moran-honored-for-40-years-of-service/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/gvarelame?miniProfileUrn=urn%3Ali%3Afsd_profile%3AACoAAAZNxVcBWVk2OeWPTTckGiBnL17LZcHMM24
https://www.bookmarkbeach.com/item/aOcvwmhC0WQVsXS-9H7xtw
https://www.google.com/maps/dir//220+First+St,+Neptune+Beach,+FL+32266/@30.3228826,-81.4785729,24056m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x88e4493ac12c9bab:0x9d9a8f0a3e204aa5!2m2!1d-81.3961716!2d30.3229084?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDUyNy4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.linkedin.com/in/edwardbatehmba?miniProfileUrn=urn%3Ali%3Afsd_profile%3AACoAAALkpsoBV0ECJL0uGXYsuagtZdYX-o9W07g
https://www.linkedin.com/in/brian-coughlin-526bb1a/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-jacksonville-bar-association/posts
https://www.jaxdailyrecord.com/news/2025/may/27/kevin-carrico-nick-howland-elected-to-jacksonville-city-council-leadership/


Kemal Gasper (LJ 2019) co-hosted the Ronald McDonald House Charities of Jacksonville
McGala 2025: Western Chic for a Worthy Cause.

​Zachary Faison, Jr.  (NLS 2019) of Edward Waters University, was approved with a seven-
year contract extension to serve as President and CEO through June 30, 2032.

2020
​Sunil Ancha (LJ 2020) won the Best in Show Award
for his photography from the Art Center of
Jacksonville and the Jacksonville Artists Guild. The
juried art exhibition featuring his work will be
shown through the month of July at the Jacksonville
Main Public Library.

2021
Tyler Morris (LJ 2021) joined the Independent Living Training and Technical Assistance
Center at the Rural Institute for Inclusive Communities, University of Montana as the
Director of Training.

Nemiah Rutledge (LJ 2021) was featured on News4JAX with a summer fitness routine and
tips on how to embrace a healthier lifestyle.

2023
Terrie Andrews (LJ 2023) began a new role as Chief Executive Officer at Here Tomorrow.

Zack Buchillon  (NextGen 2023) earned a Certified Associate in Project Management
(CAPM) certificate.

Olivia Genito (NextGen 2023) was promoted to Manager, Marketing Growth and
Communications at VyStar Credit Union.

​Kimari Hill (NextGen 2023) joined Fanatics as an Assistant Buyer in Women’s and Kids
Apparel for the NFL.

Kayna Mogelnicki (NextGen 2023) was promoted to Accounting and Reporting Advisory
Manager at Deloitte.

2024
Tara Haley (LJ 2024) was promoted to Associate Provost of
Baccalaureate, Career and Technical Education (BCTE) at Florida
State College at Jacksonville (FSCJ). Tara currently serves on the
BCTE Leadership Team as Dean of Education and Human
Services and has served in multiple teaching and leadership
roles at FSCJ since 2017.

Jamaal Medley (LJ 2024) was promoted to Vice President, Field Franchise Operations at
Coca-Cola Beverages Florida.

2025
Robert Kelly, Jr. (LJ 2025) was featured in an article in Read USA's online newsletter
about his experience during the LJ program year.

Coral Messina (LJ 2025) received the Award of Excellence for child abuse prevention from
the Exchange Club Family Center.

https://www.linkedin.com/in/kemalgasper?miniProfileUrn=urn%3Ali%3Afsd_profile%3AACoAAASmyoMBvY16fdmsT441b8F1FFhkBTQJLsI
https://www.linkedin.com/company/rmhcjacksonville/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/15W2N9T5kq/?mibextid=wwXIfr
https://www.linkedin.com/in/nemiahrutledge-bodyparadox?miniProfileUrn=urn%3Ali%3Afsd_profile%3AACoAACWPHsgBHJ54lGeHZv7x354WUCDlMUXam50
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A0MDDxluQxM
https://www.linkedin.com/in/oliviagenito?miniProfileUrn=urn%3Ali%3Afsd_profile%3AACoAABhcfa4BWJt0bx1QS-x9Gd79zw4D9p-nM2I
https://www.linkedin.com/company/31580/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_profile_view_base%3B99GYiFTCRc%2BmHYg5rNnfqA%3D%3D
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kimari-hill?miniProfileUrn=urn%3Ali%3Afsd_profile%3AACoAAD29qSsB7ZMnlRFIemeELAgIplXtjUhy3PQ
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kayna-mogelnicki-cpa-787975184?miniProfileUrn=urn%3Ali%3Afsd_profile%3AACoAACuRyRcB7LIMJLFzFy_u2IREjN6z110tTKM
https://www.linkedin.com/company/deloitte/
https://www.fscj.edu/news-events/news/news-results/2025/05/01/dr.-tara-haley-named-associate-provost-of-baccalaureate--career-and-technical-education
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jamaal-medley-bb46378/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cokeflorida/posts
https://www.readusainc.com/news/fostering-deeper-connections-in-jacksonville-congrats-to-the-lj-class-of-2025?utm_campaign=READ Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=363649765&utm_content=363649765&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.linkedin.com/in/coralmessina?miniProfileUrn=urn%3Ali%3Afsd_profile%3AACoAAAHyEMMBiqjyb8-lImsl3DxiinwkvZvVFG8


COMBINED CLASSES & HONORARY

Tim Deegan (LJ 1989) recently joined the Mikes on Mic podcast with co-hosts Mike
Hightower (LJ 1989), Mike Miller (LJ 2004), and Mike Tolbert (LJ 1980). Among the
topics, Tim and Mike H. reminisced about their LJ year together and shared stories about
classmates Nat Glover, Jr. (LJ 1989) and Audrey Moran (LJ 1989).

​Jimmy Orth (Honorary) and Robert Peek (LJ 2017)
received the Excellence in Public Service Awards in the
nonprofit sector category from the University of North
Florida at the 2nd Annual Celebrating Public Service
event on April 30. The event honors individuals who have
made outstanding contributions to the Northeast Florida
region. 

Sabeen Perwaiz (LJ 2016) and Wanda Willis (LJ 2002) were featured on News 104.5
WOKV to talk about the Women's Giving Alliance and its impact in the community.

​Octavius Holliday (LJ 2017) was presented with the
2025 Lawyer of the Year Award by Angie
Campbell (LJ 2024). Octavius is an assistant state
attorney and special prosecution director in the 4th
Judicial Circuit and was honored for his dedication to
justice, mentorship and community engagement.

IN SYMPATHY

Our condolences to the family and friends of Helen Lane
(Honorary) who passed away on May 18.

VOLUNTEER PAY ANNUAL DUES

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL!
        

LinkedIn

Facebook

Instagram

Twitter

Join:

​All Alumni Facebook
Group

MAKE A DONATION

https://mikesonmic.com/episode/an-in-depth-and-often-times-humorous-conversation-with-recently-retired-meteorologist-tim-deegan
https://www.unf.edu/newsroom/2025/05/second-annual-celebrating-public-service-event.html
https://www.unf.edu/newsroom/2025/05/second-annual-celebrating-public-service-event.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-HMe1jftN_o
https://www.facebook.com/WOKVNews?__cft__[0]=AZXkoMHDka8iALwTocaZ0sQNRMhu9xiF0x2GHMM3cbwYlUxLtoSsEn2QL3IHnmGE2pAWwyouCvArl2RqrsZ5n1uyO5I29CQgNJW2FqkREY68l3ZlhJVoe-GbhL8hMUcmKohwlIESrm5NZQFBzcSi-6Q_I6nxX4i99lvBLugbRA4uphjtxPMiRhtdPNntKJPxIL0I5I2jfitRcW_oXIb28eKj&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.jaxdailyrecord.com/news/2025/may/09/octavius-holliday-named-2025-daily-record-lawyer-of-the-year/?_fl_id=dc765add-a7e7-449b-b9ec-1cc9e4930d53&utm_campaign=JaxDR_5092025&em=Z3JhY2llQGxlYWRlcnNoaXBqYXgub3Jn
https://evergreenjax.com/helen-spratt-murchison-lane/
https://secure.leadershipjax.org/np/clients/leadershipjax/survey.jsp?forwardedFromSecureDomain=1&surveyId=10
https://secure.leadershipjax.org/forms/renew
https://www.facebook.com/Leadership-Jacksonville-189326476694/
https://twitter.com/LeadershipJax
https://www.instagram.com/leadershipjax/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/leadership-jacksonville-inc-/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.linkedin.com/company/2826886/admin/
https://www.facebook.com/leadership.jax/
https://www.instagram.com/leadershipjax/
https://twitter.com/LeadershipJax
https://www.facebook.com/groups/leadershipjaxmembers
https://www.facebook.com/groups/leadershipjaxmembers


DONATE NOW

Many companies sponsor matching gift programs that match the charitable
contributions made by their employees. Check with your employer for details. 

This is a great way to enhance the impact of your giving.

Leadership Jacksonville, Inc. is designated a 501(c) (3) by the Internal Revenue Service: as such, all donations are considered tax deductible.

State of Florida Registration #: CH6020. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM

THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE 800-435-7352 WITHIN THE STATE.

REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION OF THE STATE. 
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