LEADERSHIP — JULY 2025

JACKSONVILLE

A Message from 2025-2026 Board
President Will Smith (LJ 2011)

Dear Leadership Jacksonville Members,

I am honored and energized to step into the role of
President of the Leadership Jacksonville Board of Directors.
LJ has shaped my own leadership journey, and I am ready
to help build on its incredible legacy.

First, I want to thank Cynthia Griffin (LJ 2011) for her
steady, thoughtful leadership. I am excited to work alongside officers Mike Huskey (L)
2016) as President-Elect, Bryan Taylor (LJ 2021) as Secretary/Treasurer, and Cynthia as
Immediate Past President. LJ's committee leaders and full board of directors bring the right
mix of experience, energy, and commitment to push us forward.

I'am sure that all of you have received the question, "What excites you about Leadership
Jacksonville?". My one-word answer is “timing".

Leadership Jacksonville has a dynamic CEO, a fantastic team, a motivated and diverse
board of directors, an activating strategy, essential programs, 4900+ alumni, and a city at
the intersection of true expansion.

It's a special and unique time.

Our mission this year is to move from strategy into action. We will focus on delivering
measurable impact, growing our programs, strengthening partnerships, and making sure LJ
continues to develop and connect diverse leaders across Northeast Florida. I look forward
to partnering with Gracie Simendinger, the LJ staff, community partners, and my fellow
directors to achieve these outcomes.

Will Smith (LJ 2011)
President, L) Board of Directors
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L) BOARD OF DIRECTORS ANNUAL MEETING

The Leadership Jacksonville Board of Directors enjoyed its Annual Meeting on June 16
at The River Club. 2024-2025 Board President Cynthia Griffin (LJ 2011) shared reflections
on the past year and expressed her gratitude for the board, staff, alumni members and
volunteers. Will Smith (L) 2011) was welcomed as the 2025-2026 Board President and
talked about his goals and expectations for the coming year.

We would like to thank the 2024-2025 board members who have concluded their term:
Jep Barbour (LJ 1991), Ashleigh Brooks (NextGen 2018), Lynne Elliott (LJ 2014), Linda
Lindenmoyer (LJ 2018), Ravi Raheja (LJ 2018), and ReGina Newkirk Rucci (LJ 2024).

New 2025-2026 board members include Nelrae Pasha Ali (L) 2022), Mallory Born (LJ
2025), Jarret Dreicer (L) 2018), Karen Feagins (L) 2016), David Johnson (LJ 2024), Chris
Kennelly (LJ 2016), and Marlo Zarka (L) 2020).

]
LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP OPPORTUNITY

We are excited to announce the opportunity to be part of Leadership
Jacksonville's legacy with a Lifetime Membership.

Since January, 31 Alumni members have signed up! The Lifetime Membership
not only provides exclusive member benefits, but also contributes to LJ's
endowment fund, providing sustained revenue for decades to come.

For more information, please contact Gracie Simendinger.

NEXTGEN PROGRAM UPDATE

Based on alumni feedback, we are taking time to
evaluate and update the Next Generation (NextGen)
program. We are planning a re-launch very soon.

Please look out for an announcement in the
September/October LEAD Story e-newsletter for
information regarding dates, eligibility, application
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process, and fee.

Important
Announcement!

Cynthia Griffin's (LJ 2011) journey with Leadership
Jacksonville sparked a desire to make a difference in
the community. Cynthia shares, "I was drawn to the
organization's mission and after learning more about
the program from many colleagues; I applied and was
accepted into the class of LJ 2011."

"Every program day was well-executed and impactful,
but one day stood out in particular - Economic
Hardship Day. This experience was life-changing as I
walked in the shoes of individuals who are ALICE
(Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed) to
understand the daily challenges they face. I was struck
by the difficult choices they must make between
housing, transportation, childcare, and food insecurity.
This experience further energized me to work within
my community to provide services that help close the gap.

"I joined the LJ Board in 2021 and have had the pleasure of serving as Secretary/Treasurer,
President-Elect, President, and now Immediate Past President. One of my proudest
accomplishments was leading the rollout of the Lifetime Membership and Founding Fifty
Programs outlined in the LJ strategic plan. I'm proud to say that we exceeded our goal in
year one, and I'm grateful to have worked with a highly engaged board and many
volunteers who believe in and support the organization's mission.

"I believe that to whom much is given, much is required. I serve the community through
various organizations, including my church, Wayman Temple AME, Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc., and The Links, Inc. At Wayman Temple AME, I volunteer many hours to the
Women's Missionary Society program and I'm proud to say that I've helped serve many
families in need.

"As I look to the future, I'm excited to see the unique perspective and leadership that our
incoming Board President, Will Smith (LJ 2011) will bring. I'm grateful to have had the
opportunity to meet and serve with so many wonderful leaders who share a common goal
of making our community a great place to live and work."

LEADERSHIP CONNECT




Leadership Jacksonville alumni members are connecting through breakfast,
lunch, or happy hour gatherings. To host, please email Manisha Joshi.

Sign up to attend an upcoming gathering:
® July 21: Happy Hour with Linzee Ott (LJ 2022)
® August 1: Lunch with David Davis (LJ 2013) and Linda Lindenmoyer
(LJ 2018)
® August 7: Lunch with Matt Price (LJ 2023)
August 14: Happy Hour with Dan Bean (LJ 2010)
® August 20: Happy Hour with Charles Jimerson (LJ 2013)

UPCOMING EVENTS AND PROGRAM DAYS

LJ 2026 Meet the Class Reception
Tuesday, August 5, 2025

YLJ 2026 Opening Retreat
Friday, August 15 and Saturday, August 16

LJ 2026 Opening Retreat
Thursday, August 21 and Friday, August 22

- |
AN INVITATION TO LEADERSHIP BERLIN & MUNICH

Leadership Jacksonville is one of the cities selected to join Leadership Berlin to
embark on a learning journey with alumni from across the United States.

Leadership Berlin will curate and host an exclusive leadership experience in Berlin and
Munich from September 14-20, 2025.
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Alumni leaders from the U.S. and Germany will explore city sites, connect with and learn
from local leaders and build relationships with alumni from other leadership organizations
including Leadership Jacksonville, Leadership Indianapolis, Leadership Unlimited
(Grand Island, Nebraska), and Leadership Cleveland. Register here.

If you have any questions, please email Gracie Simendinger.

ALUMNI CLASS NOTES

Submit your news to manisha@leadershipjax.org

1992

The Honorable Gary Flower (LJ 1992) was elected as the Vice Chair of the Florida Judicial
Qualifications Commission and was also appointed as a Commissioner of the Uniform Law
Commission (ULC).

1998

Karen Brune Mathis (LJ 1998) was named the 2024-25
Outstanding Journalist in Florida. Karen also won three
planning awards with Jacksonville-based civil engineering
firm England-Thims and Miller Inc. at the Florida Planning
and Zoning Association's Annual Meeting on June 6.

2003
Deborah Moore (LJ 2003) joined Alkami Technology as a Senior Program Manager,
Partner Operations.

2007
Trish Kapustka (L) 2007) was appointed to the Renew Arlington Community
Redevelopment Area (CRA) Advisory Board.

2013
Abel Harding (LJ 2013) joined Pinnacle Financial Partners as a Financial Advisor, Area
Manager.

2015
Julie Paquette McNeil (LJ 2015) retired from the Jacksonville Public Library after a 30 year
career there.

Charlene Shirk (L) 2015) was awarded the inaugural Leads with Heart award by the VyStar
Credit Union Marketing team.

2016
Brian Coughlin (L) 2016) was sworn in as President of the Jacksonville Bar Association
(JBA) for the 2025-2026 term.

2018

Asghar Syed (LJ 2018) received the President’s Award at
the Jacksonville Bar Association's (JBA) membership
meeting on June 5. Asghar was also named President-
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Elect of the Jacksonville Bar Association for the 2026-2027
term.

Pictured: Asghar Syed with outgoing JBA President Christian
George.

2020
Sara Pomposo (LJ 2020/NLS 2018) joined Money Pages as Vice President of Sales.

2021
Sarah Hipps (NextGen 2021) joined the Florida Department of Transportation as an
Emergency Management Specialist.

2022

Mary Daniel (LJ 2022) joined Serotonin Anti-Aging
Centers Jacksonville as a District Director and is
responsible for opening multiple franchises in Duval and
St. Johns Counties.

2023

Linda Woodard (LJ 2023) received the the Community Hero
Award on June 14 from the John F. Kennedy High School
Alumni Association in Cleveland, Ohio.

COMBINED CLASSES & HONORARY

J.F. Bryan IV (Honorary) was honored with the All-Aboard Award for exemplary service
on June 11 by the The Rail Yard District Business Council. J.F. was recognized for being
instrumental in establishing LISC Jacksonville and has served as chair of the LISC Board for
20 years.

Amy Crane (LJ 2009), Whitney Meyer (L)
2022) and T'Neisha Tate (L) 2023)
attended the ribbon cutting for the Fort
Mose reconstruction project in May.
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Cleveland Ferguson III (L) 2010) and Aundra Wallace (NLS 2014) were part of a student
panel at the Mayor’s Young Leaders Advisory Council (MYLAC) End-of-Session Closing
Ceremony. Leonard Chatman, Jr. (LJ 2023) was the keynote speaker.

Sunil Joshi (LJ 2017), Nicole Hamm (LJ 2022), Lynn
Sherman (LJ 2011) and Marlo Zarka (L) 2020) were
in attendance for the official proclamation of Blue
Zones Project Day in Jacksonville on June 3 by Mayor
Donna Deegan.

L to R: Sunil Joshi (L) 2017), Nicole Hamm (LJ 2022), Lynn
Sherman (LJ 2011) and Marlo Zarka (L) 2020)

LJ Alumni members joining the 2025-2026 Leadership Florida Cornerstone Class 43,
Northeast Region include: Sang Cho (LJ 2022), Greer Johnson Gillis (LJ 2022), Tina
Meskel (LJ 2020), Isaiah Oliver (NLS 2024) and Natalya Bannister Roby (NLS 2024).
Joining the Connect Class 15, Northeast Region: Monica Hernandez (LJ 2021) and Jen
Vanover (LJ 2021).

IN SYMPATHY

Our condolences to the family and friends of Andrew "Andy"

» Johnson (LJ 1978) upon his passing on June 1.
" P§ . . .
\' - Our thoughts are with Christina Parrish Stone (LJ 2015) on
\ {? ‘w , the passing of her father Leo Gillis Parrish, Jr. on June 28.

VOLUNTEER
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DONATE NOW

Many companies sponsor matching gift programs that match the charitable
contributions made by their employees. Check with your employer for details.

This is a great way to enhance the impact of your giving.

Leadership Jacksonville, Inc. is designated a 501(c) (3) by the Internal Revenue Service: as such, all donations are considered tax deductible.
State of Florida Registration #: CH6020. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM
THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE 800-435-7352 WITHIN THE STATE.

REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION OF THE STATE.
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