L7
LEADERSHIP IL EAD AUGUST 2025
JACKSONVILLE

N Story

LN

LEADERSHIP

JACKSONVILLE

x

ALUMNI PORTAL LAUNCH

We are excited to share ournew Alumni Portal an integrated platform
designed to be a one-stop hub:

® Renew your annual dues or sign up for the new Lifetime Membership
Program

Search the new Alumni directory

Update your contact information and upload a new headshot

Sign up to volunteer

Register for Alumni events

Access the LJ portal here.

LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP OPPORTUNITY

Be part of Leadership Jacksonville's legacy with a Lifetime Membership. The
Lifetime Membership not only provides exclusive member benefits, but also
contributes to LJ's endowment fund, providing sustained revenue for decades
to come. For more information, please contact Gracie Simendinger.



https://secure.leadershipjax.org/login?
mailto:gracie@leadershipjax.org?subject=Lifetime Membership 
https://youtube.com/shorts/9yyBrkKVynM?feature=share
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=elykinnovationinternetstrategy&nav=0978b1bb-2591-4e23-a2b3-6a4a15544210

The year that | spent with my LJ 1995 classmates was one
of the most enjoyable years of my life. The opportunity to
see Jacksonville in-depth changed my life, and gave me a
deep respect for our community.
Being a doctor, | pretty much lived in my office and the
hospital. Without LJ, | would not have had a chance to
appreciate the facets of the city. Supporting LJ is to ’ ’

provide these same opportunities to others.

-Wade Barnes (LJ 1995)
Past Board President, Lifetime Member
and Founding Fifty Member

ASSOCIATION OF LEADERSHIP PROGRAMS
2025 NATIONAL CONFERENCE

CEO Gracie Simendinger and VP of Programs Nicole Bryan attended the 2025
Association of Leadership Programs (ALP) National Conference in Fort Worth, TX from July



21-24. More than 200 leadership professionals from across the country came together to
understand top learning and development trends, best practices for growth, and connect
for meaningful idea sharing. Main topics included Al skills-based learning, and
transforming conflict into connection.

ANNUAL BOARD ORIENTATION

L to R: Gracie Simendinger (LJ CEO), Sunny Gettinger (LJ 2012), Jarett Dreicer (L 2017), Marlo Zarka
(LJ 2020), Karen Feagins (LJ 2016), Chris Kennelly (L) 2016), David Johnson (LJ 2024), Mallory Born (LJ
2025), Lawrence Luksha (NextGen 2019), Mike Huskey (LJ 2016) and Nicole Bryan (VP of Programs).

Members of the 2025-2026 Leadership Jacksonville Board participated in the annual Board
Orientation and Refresher on August 1. The group discussed board governance, board
member best practices, the organization'’s financial structure, and learned more about the
strategic plan. The LJ Board is committed to educating, connecting and inspiring the future
leaders of our city and beyond!

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

Just before John Bryan (LJ 2008) moved for work to Jacksonville, he was completing the
Leadership Miami program in 1990. When the opportunity arose to apply for Leadership
Jacksonville, John was very excited. "My wonderful classmates were a very diverse and
creative group. They taught me so much about their volunteer activities, their families,
values and careers. It was an honor to be part of the LJ Class of 2008," shared John.

"Of all the LJ program activities, I got the most out of Poverty Day (now known as
Economic Hardship Day). Poverty impacts people, neighborhoods, schools - the entire city.



I met volunteers working to reduce poverty in different ways and I constantly see more
opportunities to help alleviate poverty. I am currently evaluating two volunteer projects
which are both focused on getting resources for Jacksonville residents living in poverty.
They are a direct result of what I learned on our LJ program day.

"Through attending several LJ Connect breakfasts, lunches and happy hour events, I am
brought together with my classmates along with Alumni members across all of the LJ
programs. If you have not hosted or attended an LJ Connect event, I highly recommend it!
It's a great way to meet other alumni, and they will love getting to know you," John said.

CLASS SOCIALS

LJ 2025 Alumni members came together
for a class social at Indulgence Southern
Bistro on July 17.

NLS 2025 enjoyed a dinner social at Blue
Fish Restaurant on July 17.



https://www.leadershipjax.org/leadership-connect-gatherings/

Leadership Jacksonville alumni members are connecting through breakfast,
lunch, or happy hour gatherings. To host, please email Manisha Joshi.

Sign up to attend an upcoming gathering:
® August 7: Lunch with Matt Price (LJ 2023)
® August 14: Happy Hour with Dan Bean (LJ 2010)
® August 20: Happy Hour with Charles Jimerson (LJ 2013)
® August 26: Happy Hour with Tracee Holzendorf (LJ 2008)

UPCOMING EVENTS AND PROGRAM DAYS

LJ 2026 Meet the Class Reception
Tuesday, August 5, 2025

YLJ 2026 Opening Retreat
Friday, August 15 and Saturday, August 16

LJ 2026 Opening Retreat
Thursday, August 21 and Friday, August 22

AN INVITATION TO
LEADERSHIP BERLIN & MUNICH

A FEW SPOTS ARE STILL OPEN!

Leadership Jacksonville is one of the cities selected to join Leadership Berlin to
embark on a learning journey with alumni from across the United States.


mailto:manisha@leadershipjax.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-57300029-leadership#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-57276841-leadership#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-57253674-leadership#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-57499553-leadership#/

Leadership Berlin will curate and host an exclusive leadership experience in Berlin and
Munich from September 14-20, 2025.

Alumni leaders from the U.S. and Germany will explore city sites, connect with and learn
from local leaders and build relationships with alumni from other leadership organizations
including Leadership Jacksonville, Leadership Indianapolis, Leadership Unlimited
(Grand Island, Nebraska), and Leadership Cleveland. Register here.

If you have any questions, please email Gracie Simendinger.

ALUMNI CLASS NOTES
Submit your news to manisha@leadershipjax.org

1977
Suzanne Judas (LJ 1977) was recognized as one of the 2025 Honorees in Marquis Who's
Who Top Lawyers for dedication, achievements, and leadership in legal services.

1992

The Honorable Gary Flower (L) 1992) was
presented with the 2025 Chief Justice Award
for Judicial Excellence during the Conference of
County Court Judges of Florida annual meeting.
Over the course of his 25 years of service as a
Duval County Court judge, Gary has shown a
genuine dedication and commitment to
improving the judicial branch, and its jurists,
with a special emphasis on judicial education.

Barbara Darby (LJ 1993) will be honored with the 2025 Nina Waters Quality Education for
All (QEA) Champion at EDTalks this September. The luncheon will explore the future of
learning and how Al is transforming education and the workforce.

Eric Green (LJ 1993) received a five-year contract extension to continue serving as CEO by
the Jacksonville Port Authority Board.

1999
Jeanne Augspurger (LJ 1999) joined Outside General Counsel LLP as Partner. Jeanne also
joined The Florida Council on Economic Education Board of Directors.

Evin Willman (LJ 1999) announced her retirement after
working for OneJax for more than 20 years.

2014

Cindy Funkhouser (LJ 2014) is among the recipients of the Florida Sapphire Award from
the Florida Blue Foundation for her outstanding work in revolutionizing homeless services.
Under Cindy's leadership, the Sulzbacher Center has expanded its footprint and approach
by addressing all aspects of homelessness, including housing, income, and health care for
individuals and families in need.



https://survey.lamapoll.de/Berlin-Leadership-Insights-Program-September-2025
mailto:gracie@leadershipjax.org
mailto:manisha@leadershipjax.org
https://marquistoplawyers.com/2025/02/03/suzanne-judas/#:~:text=Suzanne Meyer Judas%2C Attorney at,and leadership in legal services.
https://www.ju.edu/news/2025-07-30-ju-alumnus-and-former-trustee-honored-with-2025-chief-justice-award-for-judicial-excellence.php
https://www.jaxpef.org/blog/edtalks-2025/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1082292760625541
https://www.floridablue.com/newsroom/florida-blue-foundation-announces-2025-sapphire-award-finalists

2016

Darryl Willie (L) 2016) received the Florida School Boards
Association President’s Award from the Duval County School
District. This honor recognizes exceptional leadership and
contributions to public education statewide. As a board
member, Darryl has been an advocate for students, equity, and
educational innovation.

Brittany Gordon (YLJ 2019) joined the State of Florida's Department of Health as a Human
Service Program Analyst.

2020
Kimano Edwards (LJ 2020) was recognized as a Rising Star for the third consecutive year
by Super Lawyers.

2021
Ashanta Williamson (NextGen 2021) was named one of Florida Black Excellence Fest's
2025 Top 20 Under 40.

2022
Renee Parenteau Agee (LJ 2022) received the Dan Ridgell Award by the Rotary Club of
Jacksonville for her commitment and service.

Rachael Tutwiler Fortune (LJ 2022/NextGen 2006) was
appointed to serve as the 2025-2026 Vice Chair for the
Consortium of Florida Education Foundations Board of
Directors.

Dykisha Potter (NextGen 2022) joined Nemour Children's Health as a Workforce Pipeline
Development Coordinator.

2023
Darrin Eakins (LJ 2023) was named a 2025 Distinguished Alumni Honoree by the Florida
A&M University National Alumni Association.

Julianna Favale (NextGen 2023) was selected to represent the 2025-2026 Jacksonville Bar
Association in the Young Lawyers Section.

2024
Kimberly Barrett (L) 2024) joined Children's Home Society as the new Executive Director
of the Greater Jacksonville and Greater Daytona regions.

Ernest Hamilton (LJ 2024) was promoted to Senior Vice President at Children's Home
Society of Florida.

Desiree Jones (LJ 2024) was selected to participate in the Jim Moran Institute for Global
Entrepreneurship — Jacksonville Small Business Executive Program, Class XVIII through
Florida State University.

Laura Schepis (LJ 2024) joined Carrier as Policy Leader for the new Carrier Energy solutions
business.


https://profiles.superlawyers.com/florida/jacksonville/lawyer/kimano-m-edwards/fc6e2d80-9f49-4945-8a33-75af5eb355d4.html
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAACniAfEB-1UfbdsIP4si45x11VQGLwPYclU

Connor Oswald (NextGen 2024) graduated from the Social
Justice Fellows Program, Fellow Cohort IV from The Martin
Luther King, Jr. Memorial Foundation. The six month leadership
development cohort brought together leaders from across the
country with a focus on the challenges the nation faces today.

Nehal Patel (LJ 2025) joined Johnson & Johnson as the Director of Daily Disposable Brand
Marketing.

Laura Renstrom (LJ 2025) was recognized as a Super Lawyer by Florida Super Lawyers.

Taryn Wharwood (LJ 2025) started a new position as the Creative Director and Founder of
The ArtsRide Youth Collective.

COMBINED CLASSES & HONORARY

Travis Cox (LJ 2021) was awarded with the Do Good Heroes Award in July from the
National Life Group. Travis was nominated by Belline Bonaparte (NextGen 2021) for his
dedication to safety, education, and empowerment.

Leadership Jacksonville is thrilled to be the
Corporate Business of the Year Award
recipient from The Cultural Council of
Greater Jacksonville. The 48th Annual Arts
Awards will take place on Friday,
September 5 at the Florida Blue Conference
\\ MoRE Center. We would also like to congratulate
gy U fellow event honorees and LJ Alumni

: members: Community Impact Award
recipient Kemal Gasper (L) 2019) and
Robert Arleigh White Award for Advocacy
recipient John A. Lumpkin II (LJ 2025).

Alumni members serving the 2025-2026 Board of Directors for the Rotary Club of San
Marco include President Meg Folds (LJ 1999), Secretary/Treasurer Logan McEwen (LJ
2023), Directors Tom Deppe (L) 2009), Mandy Hunter (LJ 2026), and Member at Large
Janet Reagor (L) 2005). Hunt Reagor (NextGen 2022/YLJ 2013) was also inducted as a
new member.

Alumni members recently inducted into the Rotary Club of Jacksonville 2025-2026 include
President Sean Mulholland (LJ 2017), President-Elect Susan Masucci (LJ 2010), Vice
President Gary Flower (LJ 1992), Immediate Past President Howard Wanamaker (LJ
2019), and Directors Ali Jaffery (L) 2023), Liz McCoy (LJ 2024) and Linda Woodard (LJ
2023).

Lori Boyer (Honorary) retired effective June 30 after five years of leading the Downtown
Investment Authority (DIA). Lori led a career of public and civic service that also included
two terms on the Jacksonville City Council.

IN SYMPATHY

Our condolences to husband Gerald "Jerry” Weedon (LJ
1985), daughter Lauren Weedon Hopkins (LJ 2011), sons
Jamie and John, and to their family, friends and class members
on the passing of Kathryn “Kathy” Weedon (LJ 1990) who



https://www.hklaw.com/en/news/pressreleases/2025/06/seventy-six-holland-knight-florida-attorneys-recognized-by-super
https://app.dogoodheroes.net/nomination_detail.cfm?nominationID=214&filterNominationYear=2025&fbclid=IwY2xjawL51MpleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFYaDJGOEV2OHFWZ09lTE0wAR6YyeXjbNtbcw7fhkjrriD3enTlCWajWSRfaTe3OE4tE2zFuYG2UwoaEljtAw_aem_vXuGWHVlJIQjOya7K8QpEg
https://culturalcouncil.org/news-events/arts-awards/
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/jacksonville-fl/kathryn-weedon-12459138

passed away on July 18.

4
y,;l Our thoughts are with Terri Wall (LJ 2021) on the passing of
" her sister Jordan Martin Northup on July 27.
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LinkedIn Instagram Join:
Facebook Twitter All Alumni Facebook
Group

VOLUNTEER PAY ANNUAL DUES

DONATE NOW

Check with your employer for matching gift programs to match your charitable
contribution. This is a great way to enhance the impact of your giving.

Leadership Jacksonville, Inc. is designated a 501(c) (3) by the Internal Revenue Service: as such, all donations are considered tax deductible.
State of Florida Registration #: CH6020. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM
THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE 800-435-7352 WITHIN THE STATE.

REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION OF THE STATE.

Leadership Jacksonville | 40 East Adams Street, Ste 230 | Jacksonville, FL 32202 US
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