
Dear Alumni members,

As I reflect on my four years with this amazing organization,
I can only well up with tears because I have loved every
minute of every day here. Every photograph. Every video.
Every laughter. Every LJ Connect. Every story. To know that
the bonds of leadership have been woven into the city
since 1977 is simply phenomenal. I don't know any other
organization where upon graduation, it is popularly
claimed, "I just gained 50+ brothers and sisters".

It is very difficult for me to share that today is my last day
with LJ, as I need to focus on my health. This isn't good-bye
- I mean grabbing coffee or catching up over a cheese
pizza are my favorites. To say that LJ has impacted my life is

an understatement - it has been my second home and it has been an honor to work with
such an incredibly smart, funny and stylish team. You just have to visit the office for the
laughs! This picture was taken on my 3 year anniversary and that joy you see is what I have
truly felt working here.

I see so much brightness in LJ's future because every program's class brings the sharpest
and most committed to the forefront. How lucky each of you are to experience uniquely
enriching programming while also gaining a whole class of phenomenal friends. So please
stay in touch, stay awesome, and remember to always eat dessert.

Cheers,

Manisha (aka Jack Leader)

ANNUAL ALUMNI LUNCHEON 2025

It's time to Reconnect, Celebrate, and Lead Forward.​

Join us for Leadership Jacksonville’s Annual Reunion Luncheon. A time-
honored tradition that brings together alumni from across the years to

celebrate our shared commitment to leadership and community impact.​

Thursday, November 6, 2025
11:00 am – 1:00 pm

Schultz Center

For the exciting details and to register, click here.

JOIN THE CLASS CHALLENGE!

Your Class. Your Impact. Your Legacy.

mailto:manisha@styledbymanisha.com
https://maps.app.goo.gl/LtC5jWaVZt2d8m4a9
https://secure.leadershipjax.org/np/clients/leadershipjax/event.jsp?forwardedFromSecureDomain=1&event=146
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=elykinnovationinternetstrategy&nav=bb3e30b2-4f2b-4b78-b407-b2b768b07ce6


From October 6 to November 6, alumni classes will compete to see who can raise the
most support for Leadership Jacksonville’s mission of developing strong leaders for
a stronger community. Help your class rise to the challenge!
 
How It Works:

Give Today: Make a tax-deductible donation to Leadership Jacksonville.
Represent Your Class: Your contribution adds to your class’s total.
Celebrate Impact: The class with the most participation and total giving will earn
bragging rights and special recognition at the Annual Reunion Luncheon on Nov. 6!

Click here to find your class page.

PROGRAM DAY REFRESHES
Relive the LJ magic for a day - connecting with other Alumni members, meeting members
of the LJ 2026 class, and exploring the stories and leaders that continue to shape our
community with "LJ Program Day Refreshes”.

Cost: $250 a program day with a limited capacity of 8 alumni (one table) at each program
day. If you are interested in joining us on one of the following Program days, please click
on the registration links provided.
 
LJ 2026 Economic Hardship Day, Thursday, October 16, 8 am - 5 pm
Register to reserve your spot.
 
LJ 2026 Justice Day, Thursday, November 13, 8 am - 5 pm
Register to reserve your spot.
 
The Program Day Refreshes are just one of several alumni benefits we will be rolling out in
the next few months. We look forward to your continued engagement and support.

YOUNG PROFESSIONAL LEADERSHIP
JACKSONVILLE (YPLJ) APPLICATIONS ARE OPEN

Applications are now open for the next evolution of the Next Generation (NextGen)
program, relaunched as Young Professional Leadership Jacksonville (YPLJ) . YPLJ is a
12-week program that brings together entry to mid-level managers or those with under 15
years of professional experience across the Northeast Florida region. YPLJ combines skills-
based leadership development with community education programming. 
 
During the program, participants attend an Opening and Closing Retreat, three program
days, and a structured one-on-one mentoring experience from March through May.
Kicking off in spring 2026, the program empowers 40+ young professionals to accelerate
their leadership journey by honing their skills and gaining insight into key community
issues. 
 
Applications are open now through December 1, 2025. Click here for the application.

YLJ 2027 APPLICATIONS NOW AVAILABLE
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We are excited to share that Youth Leadership Jacksonville (YLJ) 2027 applications are now
available through local accredited high schools. The six-month program brings together a
select cross-section of Northeast Florida high school sophomores with demonstrated
leadership abilities. During this program, students hone and apply their skills within
specific facets of the community such as government, criminal justice, human services, arts
and business.
 
To learn more about the eligibility requirements, application process and the program,
click here.

LJ GOVERNMENT AND HISTORY DAY

https://www.leadershipjax.org/youth-leadership-jacksonville/


LJ 2026 enjoyed participating in Government and History Day on Thursday, September 18.
The class engaged with various speakers to understand how Jacksonville’s history helps us
shape the future, while also learning about the city's local government and politics. 

LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP OPPORTUNITY
Be part of Leadership Jacksonville's legacy with a Lifetime Membership. The Lifetime
Membership provides exclusive member benefits while contributing to LJ's endowment
fund leading to sustained revenue for decades to come. For more information, please
contact Gracie Simendinger.

SPOTTED AROUND TOWN

LJ Alumni members were spotted at the "Every
Woman Has A Story" Luncheon on September
25 at the Ponte Vedra Inn and Club.

From L to R: Allison Bovee (LJ 2023), Madelen Salter (LJ
2021), Jenn Kjellman (LJ 2026), Gracie Simendinger (LJ
CEO), and Chandra Manning (LJ 2023).​

We love LJ office visits! It was great to catch up with YLJ
2023 graduate, Donovan Scott, who is working at Baptist
Health as a Certified Nursing Assistant.

mailto:gracie@leadershipjax.org?subject=Lifetime Membership 


LEADERSHIP CONNECT

Attend an LJ Connect this month!
​Join your fellow Alumni members for a breakfast, lunch, or happy hour.

Sign up to attend:
Thursday, October 9: Lunch with Kristin Keen (LJ 2016)
Monday, October 13: Happy Hour with Twyla Prindle (LJ 2009)
Wednesday, October 22: Happy Hour with Dallas Hempstead (LJ 2018)
and Kendall Manini (NextGen 2019)
Thursday, October 30: Happy Hour with Cynthia Griffin (LJ 2011)

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY

Each year we partner with United Way of Northeast Florida to provide the ALICE
Simulation for an YLJ Program Day. To volunteer, please register for the "Meet ALICE
Experience" on the United Way website for YLJ 2026 on Thursday, October 16.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-58885340-leadership#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-58122320-leadership#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-57586111-leadership#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-59129273-leadership#/
https://uwnefl.galaxydigital.com/need/detail/?need_id=1013429


UPCOMING EVENTS AND PROGRAM DAYS

Young Professional Leadership Jacksonville (YPLJ) 2026 Applications Open
Open now through Monday, December 1

LJ 2026 Economic Hardship Day
Thursday, October 16 

YLJ 2026 Leading with Justice and Governance Day
Thursday, October 23

Annual Alumni Reunion Luncheon 2025
Thursday, November 6​​

COMMUNITY EVENTS

The Nonprofit Center of Northeast Florida is offering a special Alumni registration
discount of $10 off the Nonprofit Works Conference: Charting the Course on Thursday,
October 16 at the Florida Blue Conference Center . The conference brings together
hundreds of nonprofit professionals, leaders, and supporters for a full day of inspiration,
learning, and community building.

Active Nonprofit Center Members - Use code: LJ10
Non-Members - Use code: LJA10

ALUMNI CLASS NOTES
Submit your news to manisha@leadershipjax.org 

2004
Tatiana Salvador (LJ 2004) was appointed as Chair of
The Florida Bar Criminal Law Section for the 2025–2026
Bar year. The Honorable Salvador is the Fourth Circuit
Judge.

2010
Dawn Emerick (LJ 2010) joined City Year Jacksonville as Managing Director of People,
Operations & Strategy.
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2012
Lisa Robert (LJ 2012) joined RS&H as Chief Executive Officer after serving as the Chief
Operating Officer.

2013
Abel Harding (LJ 2013) was selected to serve as the 2026 Chair-Elect for the JAX
Chamber.

Gregory Montana (NLS 2013) completed the Certication program from Bank Director.

​2016
Clare Berry (LJ 2016) was featured in The Florida Times
Union on her dedication to volunteering at THe PLAYERS
Championship for more than 40 years.

Teresa Miles (NLS 2016) announced her plan to retire in early 2026 after 10 years as
Executive Director of the Women’s Center of Jacksonville (WCJ).

2017
Stephanie Stephens (LJ 2017) joined Keys to Literacy as Vice President of Product
Development.

2018
Ravi Raheja (LJ 2018) joined Abundance360 as a member.

2019
Jametoria Burton (LJ 2019) joined Florida State College at Jacksonville as the new
Downtown Campus Dean.

2021
Y. Michelle McGriff (LJ 2021) received the Summer 2025 Great Gator Award. The award is
passed along biannually from one associate to another in recognition of a colleague’s hard
work.

2022
​Taylor Thigpen (YLJ 2022) was promoted to Deputy Director of Kids Konnect Ukraine, a
global team uplifting youth living through war in Ukraine while building bridges across
cultures.

2023
Laureen Husband (LJ 2023) joined Partnership for Child Health as the Senior Director of
Quality & Compliance and Director of Project One Health Springfield.

​2024
Will Laird (YLJ 2024) received the Congressional Silver
Medal Award in August by the United States Congress. It
is one of the highest honors for youth civilians in
recognition of their service, leadership, and dedication in
the community.
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2025
Michael Kirwan (LJ 2025) announced his retirement from Foley and Lardner LLP. Michael
recently filed to run for Congress in the 4th Congressional District.

COMBINED CLASSES & HONORARY

​George Boston (NextGen 2023/YLJ
2018) and Nicole Saunders (NextGen
2013) represented LJ at the NextUp
JAX Young Professionals Expo on
September 17. Attendees also enjoyed
a panel discussion on civic
engagement led by Dawn Lockhart
(Honorary), with Kemal Gasper (LJ
2019), Mari Kuraishi, and Melanie Patz
(LJ 2006).

Mark Bennett (LJ 2017) and Moez Limayem (NLS 2023) are among the recipients of the
2025 First Coast Business Hall of Fame Award, presented by The Florida Council on
Economic Education. The awards event recognizes leaders whose vision, courage and
dedication have created a lasting impact in business and the community and takes place
on Wednesday, November 19 at the Hyatt Regency Jacksonville Riverfront.

Johnnetta Betsch Cole (Honorary) and Snowden McFall (LJ 2010) have launched
"Women Making Change" a new platform dedicated to bringing hope and inspiration to
women through storytelling, insights and more.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL!
        

LinkedIn Instagram Join:

https://www.fcee.org/fchof
https://wmnmakingchange.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Leadership-Jacksonville-189326476694/
https://twitter.com/LeadershipJax
https://www.instagram.com/leadershipjax/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/leadership-jacksonville-inc-/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.linkedin.com/company/2826886/admin/
https://www.instagram.com/leadershipjax/


Facebook Twitter ​All Alumni Facebook
Group

VOLUNTEER

DONATE NOW

ALUMNI PORTAL

PAY ANNUAL DUES

Check with your employer for matching gift programs to match your charitable
contribution. This is a great way to enhance the impact of your giving.

Leadership Jacksonville, Inc. is designated a 501(c) (3) by the Internal Revenue Service: as such, all donations are considered tax deductible.
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