
INTRODUCING THE
YOUNG PROFESSIONAL LEADERSHIP

JACKSONVILLE (YPLJ) PROGRAM

We are excited to announce the next evolution of the Next Generation (NextGen) program,
now relaunched as Young Professional Leadership Jacksonville (YPLJ). YPLJ is a 12-week
program that brings together entry to mid-level managers or those with under 15 years of
professional experience across the Northeast Florida region. YPLJ combines skills-based
leadership development with community education programming. 
 
During the program, participants attend an Opening and Closing Retreat, three program
days, and a structured one-on-one mentoring experience from March through May.
Kicking off in spring 2026, the program empowers 40+ young professionals to accelerate
their leadership journey by honing their skills and gaining insight into key community
issues. 
 
Applications will be open October 1 through December 1, 2025. Visit the Program
page for more information.

 

NEW! ​PROGRAM DAY REFRESHES
We are thrilled to share exciting brand-new alumni engagement opportunities that
we are rolling out this year.
 
We are currently piloting “LJ Program Day Refreshes” to alumni members for $250 a
program day. Capacity is limited to 8 alumni (one table) at each program day. If you are
interested in joining us on one of the following Program days, please click on the
registration links provided.
 
LJ 2026 Government and History Day, Thursday, September 18, 8 am – 5 pm
Register to reserve your spot.
 
LJ 2026 Economic Hardship Day, Thursday, October 16, 8 am - 5 pm
Register to reserve your spot.
 
LJ 2026 Justice Day, Thursday, November 13, 8 am - 5 pm
Register to reserve your spot.

https://www.leadershipjax.org/young-professional-leadership-jacksonville/
https://secure.leadershipjax.org/np/clients/leadershipjax/event.jsp?forwardedFromSecureDomain=1&event=131
https://secure.leadershipjax.org/np/clients/leadershipjax/event.jsp?forwardedFromSecureDomain=1&event=136
https://secure.leadershipjax.org/np/clients/leadershipjax/event.jsp?forwardedFromSecureDomain=1&event=141
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=elykinnovationinternetstrategy&nav=21b9de25-0cf2-4f3e-bcee-a41ab1d57901


 
The Program Day Refreshes are just one of several alumni benefits we will be rolling out in
the next few months. We look forward to your continued engagement and support.

LJ's NEWEST CLASS

The LJ Class of 2026 kicked of their program year at their Opening Retreat on August 21
and 22 at the Hammock Beach Golf Resort and Spa. “The class is made up of a group of 58
thoughtful and committed leaders. They represent a wide variety of industries and
communities, are eager to learn and are committed to servant leadership. I look forward to
their program year as they work together to explore Jacksonville’s treasured assets,
opportunities and challenges, while also challenging their own and each other’s
perspectives,” shared Leadership Jacksonville Vice President of Programs Nicole Bryan.
Meet LJ 2026.

LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP OPPORTUNITY
Be part of Leadership Jacksonville's legacy with a Lifetime Membership. The Lifetime
Membership provides exclusive member benefits while contributing to LJ's endowment
fund leading to sustained revenue for decades to come.

For more information, please contact Gracie Simendinger.

https://www.leadershipjax.org/leadership-jacksonville-class-of-2026/
mailto:gracie@leadershipjax.org?subject=Lifetime Membership 


SPOTTED AROUND TOWN

LJ 2025 class members attended the
Change of Command Ceremony for
Captain Gregory deWindt (LJ 2025) on
August 14 at Naval Air Station Jacksonville
(NAS JAX). Captain deWindt will continue
his 34 years of service as the Navy Closure
Task Force - Red Hill Chief of Staff in Oahu,
Hawaii.

It's always a better day when we spot Alumni
members at The Jessie!​

​From L to R: David Garfunkel (LJ 2021), Christopher
McKee (LJ 2024), Stacy Ellison (LJ 2024), Kemal Gasper
(LJ 2019), and Rhashad Wilson (NextGen 2024) with
Gracie Simendinger.

LEADERSHIP CONNECT



LJ Connect celebrates its 100th gathering this month!
​Join your fellow Alumni members for a breakfast, lunch, or happy hour.

To host, please email Manisha Joshi.

Sign up to attend:
Wednesday, September 10: Happy Hour with Mikhaela Alforque
(NextGen 2024) and George Boston (NextGen 2023/YLJ 2018)
Friday, September 19: Lunch with Sarah Mannion (LJ 2023) and Cyndy K.
Trimmer (LJ 2020) - the 100th gathering!
Thursday, September 25: Happy Hour with Gary Brose (LJ 2010) and
Nicole Brose (LJ 2007)
Wednesday, October 1: Lunch with Darren Dailey (LJ 2011)
Monday, October 13: Happy Hour with Twyla Prindle (LJ 2009)

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY

Each year we partner with United Way of Northeast Florida to provide the ALICE
Simulation for our LJ and YLJ Program Days. To volunteer, please register for the "Meet
ALICE Experience" on the United Way website for either YLJ 2026 on Thursday,
September 25 or LJ 2026 on Thursday, October 16.

UPCOMING EVENTS AND PROGRAM DAYS

LJ 2026 Government and History Day
Thursday, September 18 

YLJ 2026 Leading with Other's Interests in Mind Day
Thursday, September 25

Young Professional Leadership Jacksonville (YPLJ) 2026 Applications Open

mailto:manisha@leadershipjax.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-57253725-leadership#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-57568070-leadership#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-57704056-leadership#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-57505638-leadership#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA8AF2CA4FBC16-58122320-leadership#/
https://uwnefl.galaxydigital.com/need/detail/?need_id=1013429


Wednesday, October 1

Save the Date: Annual Alumni Luncheon 2025
Thursday, November 6​​

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Moderated by Dawn Lockhart (Honorary), the NextUp JAX Young Professionals Expo
on September 17 includes a panel discussion on civic engagement with Kemal Gasper (LJ
2019), Mari Kuraishi, and Melanie Patz (LJ 2006). Alumni and young professionals are
invited to meet local nonprofit representatives, and explore volunteer opportunities and
potential board positions at the Jessie Ball duPont Center.

ALUMNI CLASS NOTES
Submit your news to manisha@leadershipjax.org 

1980
Edythe M. Abdullah (LJ 1980) announced her retirement after working at the University of
North Florida Division of Continuing Education (UNFCE) for more than 12 years, most
recently as the Dean of the Division of Continuing Education.

​1981
Martha Barrett (LJ 1981) was appointed to the Ascension St.
Vincent's Foundation Board of Directors.

2000

https://www.leadershipjax.org/save-the-date/
https://members.jaxchamber.com/events/nextup-jax-nonprofit-and-young-professional-expo-presented-by-united-way-of-northeast-florida-8739-8739/details
mailto:manisha@leadershipjax.org
https://givestvincents.org/asvf-welcomes-two-borad-members/


Mary Anne Christensen (LJ 2000) announced her retirement effective November 14, 2025
after 18 years as the Director of Development at Beaches Habitat for Humanity.

2005
Chris Folds (NextGen 2005) has been named interim CEO of First Coast Habitat for
Humanity (fomerly HabiJax). Chris brings more than a decade of nonprofit experience to
the new role.

2009
Wyman Duggan (LJ 2009) was appointed Speaker pro tempore of the Florida House of
Representatives for the 2024–2026 term.

​2011
Eric Mann (NLS 2011) announced his retirement effective
the summer of 2026 after 14 years as President and CEO
of the YMCA of Florida's First Coast and 45 years as part
of the YMCA system across the country. Eric was featured
on This Week in Jacksonville: Business Edition sharing
his YMCA journey.

2019
Pascal Rathle (NextGen 2019) recently completed the Aspen Ideas Fellowship after
attending the Aspen Institute's Ideas Festival in August. Pascal has also been sponsored for
a global fellowship to attend the Warsaw Security Forum as a New Security Leader this
month.

2020
Sunil Ancha (LJ 2020) invites Alumni members to view his photography at two locations:
now through September 12 at The Art Center and now through October 1 at Hendricks
Baptist Church.

Kimano Edwards (LJ 2020) is now the Founding and Managing Attorney at Edwards Law
PLLC.

Wendy Norfleet (LJ 2020) is participating in the Small Business Executive Program Cohort
18 at the Jim Moran Institute for Global Entrepreneurship Jacksonville.

2022
Mackenzie "Kenzie" Horton (NextGen 2022) joined the Florida Marine Science Educators
Association (FMSEA) as the new Northeast Regional Director.

2023
Kimberly Allen (LJ 2023) joined Temporary Assistance Guru as Chief Operating Officer.

Gabriel Hackney (LJ 2023) was recognized as one of Georgia Southern University's 2025
40 Under 40 Honorees.

Ulysses Owens, Jr. (LJ 2023) was selected as one of 30 artists to be enshrined in the
Jacksonville Walk of Fame at Music Heritage Park located behind the Jacksonville Center
for the Performing Arts.

​2024
Melissa Fulmore-Hardwick (LJ 2024) has written a new book ,

https://www.jaxdailyrecord.com/news/2025/jul/21/habijax-now-first-coast-habitat-for-humanity-after-expanding-into-nassau-baker-counties/?_fl_id=dc765add-a7e7-449b-b9ec-1cc9e4930d53&utm_campaign=JAXDR_7222025&em=bWFuaXNoYUBsZWFkZXJzaGlwamF4Lm9yZw--
https://www.rtlaw.com/florida-house-names-rogers-towers-wyman-duggan-speaker-pro-tempore/
https://www.news4jax.com/news/local/2025/08/15/this-week-in-jacksonville-business-edition-eric-manns-life-of-service-at-the-ymca-and-impact-on-northeast-florida/
https://dia.jacksonville.gov/news/committee-selects-first-30-artists-to-be-enshrined-in-jacksonville-walk-of-fame
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0FKYGJKK8?ref=cm_sw_r_ffobk_cso_cp_apin_dp_JH3YPAH7Z61BB96MTPX8&ref_=cm_sw_r_ffobk_cso_cp_apin_dp_JH3YPAH7Z61BB96MTPX8&social_share=cm_sw_r_ffobk_cso_cp_apin_dp_JH3YPAH7Z61BB96MTPX8&bestFormat=true&csmig=1


From Grit to G.R.E.A.T™ness: Rewriting the Rules of Success with
Heart, Hustle, and Humility.

2025
Kiaira Nixon (LJ 2025) was appointed to serve as the 2025-2027 Chair of the Government
Relations Committee of the J.R.E. Lee Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University
(FAMU) Alumni Chapter.

COMBINED CLASSES & HONORARY

​Giselle Carson (LJ 2005) was featured in San Marco
Neighbors magazine in an interview with Doug Milne (LJ
1978) sharing her life, work and immigration journey.

Moné Holder (LJ 2023) was appointed to the District 5 seat on the Jacksonville City
Council Planning Commission and will serve a partial term through October 1, 2026,
followed by a full term through October 2028. Moné was appointed to the commission in
2023 as an at-large member. The District 5 seat was formerly held by Vice Chair Tina
Meskel (LJ 2020).

​Nominated by Belline Bonaparte (NextGen 2021),
Travis J. Cox (LJ 2021) received the Do Good Award
from the National Life Group through their national
program Do Good Heroes, which recognizes fire-
rescue, EMS, and police departments for their
community service activities beyond their public
safety duty. This award celebrates Travis' role as
Lieutenant of the Jacksonville Sheriff's Office and his
commitment to community service and making
Jacksonville safer and stronger.

Charles Garrison (LJ 2022) was selected by City Council President Councilman Kevin
Carrico (LJ 2019) to serve on the City of Jacksonville  Waterways Commission as the
Planning Commission representative. The Waterways Commission works to protect,
promote, and enhance the use of Jacksonville’s rivers, lakes, and tributaries.

Several Alumni members were selected among the Honorees list of the Best Lawyers in
America 2026 and the Ones to Watch 2026.

Check out the Alumni members who received the Ultimate CEO Award and those who
were recognized among the 2025 40 Under 40 Honorees list by the Jacksonville Business

https://files.constantcontact.com/f2931cd6201/d76f5700-bc06-4ee4-96d1-c00d8dce9675.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.jaxdailyrecord.com/news/2025/aug/13/council-approves-mone-holder-for-new-seat-on-planning-commission/?_fl_id=dc765add-a7e7-449b-b9ec-1cc9e4930d53&utm_campaign=JAXDR_8142025&em=bWFuaXNoYUBsZWFkZXJzaGlwamF4Lm9yZw--
https://www.linkedin.com/in/travis-j-cox-238b567/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-life-group/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/charlesbgarrison?miniProfileUrn=urn%3Ali%3Afsd_profile%3AACoAAA8rl3oBtKxMc36Gurnk5-2cyQgmbpMrtSg
https://www.linkedin.com/in/councilman-kevin-carrico-mpa-1804ab67/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/councilman-kevin-carrico-mpa-1804ab67/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/councilman-kevin-carrico-mpa-1804ab67/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/city-of-jacksonville/
https://www.bestlawyers.com/united-states/florida/jacksonville
https://www.bestlawyers.com/search?pub-list-id=2&cc=US&sc=FL&metro=Jacksonville&city=Jacksonville&page=3&sort=relevancy&lawyers=1
https://www.bizjournals.com/jacksonville/event/171663/2025/2025-ultimate-ceo
https://www.bizjournals.com/jacksonville/40-under-40


Journal.

IN SYMPATHY

Our thoughts are with the family, friends and fellow Alumni
classmates of Jim Crooks (LJ 1992) who passed away on
August 17.

Our condolensces to the family and friends of Joan S. Carver
(Honorary) who passed away on August 21.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL!
        

LinkedIn

Facebook

Instagram

Twitter

Join:

​All Alumni Facebook
Group

VOLUNTEER

DONATE NOW

ALUMNI PORTAL

PAY ANNUAL DUES

Check with your employer for matching gift programs to match your charitable
contribution. This is a great way to enhance the impact of your giving.

Leadership Jacksonville, Inc. is designated a 501(c) (3) by the Internal Revenue Service: as such, all donations are considered tax deductible.

State of Florida Registration #: CH6020. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM
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